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CJSR IS LOOKING FOR 
NEW VOLUNTEERS... 
ESPECIALLY WOMEN! 
CJSR IS A VOLUNTEER 
RUN RADIO STATION THAT 
NEEDS PEOPLE WHO ARE 
INTERESTED IN 
BECOMING DJS, WORKING 
IN NEWS, OR JUST 
HELPING OUT BEHIND THE 
SCENES. IF YOU WANT TO 
GET INVOLVED COME TO 
THE NEXT NEW 
VOLUNTEER MEETING. 
STUDENTS AND NON- 
STUDENTS ARE WELCOME. 


THE NEXT MEETING IS 
FOR WOMEN ONLY. 


WHEN: SUN, MAR 28 
2:00 PM 


WHERE: SUB ON THE U OF 
A CAMPUS IN THE ALUMNI 
ROOM (MAIN FLOOR SUB) 


BOYS AND GIRLS CAN PLAY 
TOGETHER MEETING 
COMING SOON 
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An artist records a song. Then they participate in a 
songwriters’ circle where they talk about the story that 
inspired that song. Then a journalist writes an article 
about the story that inspired the song. And if you think 
about it too hard, you start to get a headache. Our 
Juno coverage (including a story about Shaye and the 
JunoWeek songwriters’ circle) begins now * 35 


David Anderson is 
a political insider in 
charge of the 
outdoors * 4 
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Zenko fan letter #1 


As a tech who builds his own hotrod- 
ded decks, but one with no inclina- 
tion to burn my copious spare time 
playing games on any of them, | read 
Darren Zenko’s latest offering 
[Putting the ‘bile’ in ‘mobile gam- 
ing,’” Infinite Lives, March 18-24] 
with interest. He makes several good 
points in his diatribe, and wittily too. 
His kicker, and that which made the 
article oh-so-sweet, was that last sen- 
tence: “We have some duty to at least 
pretend we're part of society... rather 
than a self-contained mobile enter- 
tainment receptor.” 

Thank you, Darren! This is one of 
the biggest issues in the growing ass- 
hole-to-people ratio of today’s popula- 
tion—that everyone needs to have 
their tunes and toys along with them 
when out and about. Whatever hap- 
pened to chatting with strangers in a 


lineup, getting a few breaths of air in 
relative silence, or being happily alone 
with one’s own thoughts? Oh, right— 
then you’re not being a Good Con- 
sumer! Well, | feel no need to subject 
my ears to constant tunage, or to con- 
sider Amerikan-corporate-dominated 
video worthwhile—keeping up, and 
showing up the Joneses isn’t what 
turns my crank. | have better things to 
do than to take in the latest cultural 
flavour of the week, or show off my 
new gadgets, thanks. 

Kill your television! Turn off your 


cellphone! —Georces GIGUERE (VIA E-MAIL) 


Zenko fan letter #2 


| just wanted to thank Vue Weekly and 
Darren Zenko for your fantastic cover 
story about Bruce Campbell [“King B,” 
March 18-24]. I’ve been a fan of 
Campbell's for years, and I’m obviously 
not the only one in Edmonton, judging 
from the crowd that turned out to see 
Bubba Ho-Tep last weekend at the 
Metro. Luckily none of us paid atten- 
tion to the unbelievable review of the 


the black dog freehouse 


intronica ray A 


film in the Edmonton Journal, which 
trashed the movie and gave it only one 
and a half stars. If you ask me, when a 
newspaper gives a better review to 
crap like Agent Cody Banks 2 than to a 
movie where Elvis Presley and JFK join 
forces to fight an ancient Egyptian 
mummy, they might as well turn in 
their movie critic license. They've just 
lost all credibility. Sure, Bubba Ho-Tep is 
a low-budget movie, but Bruce Camp- 
bell’s performance has more life in it 
than five of the boring Hollywood 
movies the Journal always gives good 
reviews to. So it’s good to see a paper 
like Vue giving Campbell the respect he 
deserves. —RYAN BOOTH (VIA E-MAIL) 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
both positive and negative. Send your 
opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 10303- 

108 Street, Edmonton, AB, T5/ 1L7), by 
fax ((780) 426-2889) or by e-mail 

(letters@vue.ab.ca). Preference is given 

to feedback about articles in Vue Weekly; 
we reserve the right to edit letters for 
length and clarity. Please include a 
daytime telephone number. 
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Car and Driver “10Best” 
5 years in a row.’ 


* 2.0L Zetec DOHC » Automatic + Air * Power door locks » Remote keyless entry * Speed control * SecuriLock™ 
anti-theft system * Power windows « 16” 5-spoke aluminum wheels * 60/40 split folding rear seat * CD Player 


And it also comes equipped with the Canadian Winter Package Plus: 
+ Heated front seats * Heated power side mirrors » 4-wheel anti-lock brake system (ABS) « All-speed traction control 


We're proud to be a partner $ i Y 
a ) 9 9 b OR 2 
pop deel! Ymo “SF down’ 60 month 


30th, so that any kid who 


wants to play can play. for 48 Months Purchase Financing 


I3®@ <i Ford Motor Company of Canada, Limited is proud to be 
a major sponsor and official vehicle supplier to your Edmonton Oilers 
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“Lease rate of 1.5% for the 2004 Focus ZX5 (excluding SVT model) with the Canadian Winter Package Plus Is available to qualified retail lessees on approved credit from Ford Credit. Lease calculation: monthly payment of $299 for a term of 48 months. Additional 
Payments required: $0 down payment (or equivalent trade-in), $325 security deposit, plus administration fees and applicable taxes. Mileage restriction; 80,000 km over 48 months with 8 cents per km for each additional km. The APR is 1.8%. "*0% purchase financing 
n 2004 Focus ZXS5 (excluding SVT model) with the Canadian Winter Package Plus for a maximum term of 60 months to retail customers, on approved credit from Ford Credit. Example: $20,000 financed at 0%, monthly payments $333.33 for a term of 60 months. The 
total cost of credit is $2,800 (including foregone $2,800 FTDC) and APR, including FTDC not taken, is 6.1%. tCar and Driver 10Best from 2000-2004. Offers include freight but exclude license, insurance, administration fees and all applicable taxes. Offers are mutually 
exclusive and cannot be combined with any other offers. Dealer may sell or lease for less. Limited time offers. Dealer transfer may be required. Offers may be cancelled at any time without notice. Some conditions apply. See dealer for details. 
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+on climate 
has committed.te 


David Anderson 
differentiates between 
rhetoric and reality in 
Alberta 


By TARA NARWANI 


ederal Minister of the Environment David 

‘Anderson visited the University of Alberta last 

week to speak about the environmental issues 
facing Albertans and Canadians. Anderson was 
appointed to his position by former prime minis- 
ter Jean Chrétien in 1999 and was subsequently 
re-appointed by Paul Martin in December 2003. 
One of his key accomplishments has been secur- 
ing parliament's ratification of the Kyoto Accord 
der the protocol, Canada 
Geing greenhouse gas emis- 
sions by six per cert of 1990 levels by 2010. 

“Prior to his visit, I had a chance to talk to Ander- 
son about the implementation of Kyoto in Alberta, 
regional impacts of climate change and federal- 
provincial co-operation, among other topics. 


Vue Weekly: Subsequent to the ratification of the 
Kyoto Accord, what government climate change 
programs have been developed and/or implement- 
ed that affect Albertans? 

David Anderson: | heard a very good radio 
program on the EnerGuide for houses retrofit 
incentive from Alberta about three weeks ago. This 
is a popular program across the country, particular- 
ly in Alberta, which provides cash rebates to home- 
owners to implement energy efficiency retrofits. 
The radio program said that when the actual ener- 
gy program was put in place the number of people 
phoning this particular company had gone up ten- 
fold from 50 to 500 per day. Clearly Albertans are 
very sensitive to the importance of retrofitting 
their houses to make them energy efficient. 

VW: The Alberta government has historically 
been an opponent of Canada’s involvement in 
Kyoto. What do you think is necessary for greater 
co-operation to occur between the federal and 
provincial governments during the implementa- 
tion phase of the accord? 

DA: I would distinguish between rhetoric and 
reality. Rhetoric out there is Alberta taking a very 
strong stand opposing the federal government. 
Reality is we’re working quite closely with them 
and have year after year for a very long time. Why 
are we working so closely together with them? 
Fundamentally because Alberta knows that it has 
the highest emissions per capita. The industry 
knows it. The government knows it. Think tanks 
know it. University academics know it. They've 
had a look at this issue carefully and they realize 
that we cannot continue without taking major 
steps to curb greenhouse gases. On the one hand 
you have the usual political rhetoric, which makes 
the noise level go up, but in reality we’re working 
very closely because both industry in Alberta and 
the government of Alberta recognizes that’s the 
way to go. Industry doesn’t want to have two reg- 
ulatory systems—one from the provincial govern- 
ment and one from us. Industry is saying to the 
Alberta government, “For heaven's sake, co-oper- 
ate with the feds.” So we're finding that there's a 
pretty good working relationship. And I would 
like to stress that in Alberta... I travel the country 
and I talk about climate change, I talk about 
Kyoto, I talk about uncertainties of unsustainabili- 
ty in the future, I talk about issues such as costing 
of oil and gas development in the tar sands, and I 
find the level of sophistication on Kyoto issues 
and climate change issues higher in Alberta than 
in anywhere else in the country. Not everybody 
agrees with me, but at least they have some 
knowledge of the issue. The fact is the polling—I 
guess this is the final point on why we co-oper- 


ate—shows the Alberta public is very strongly in 


favour of taking measures to curb climate change. 
Two to one, people are in favour of taking action 
on climate change. 

VW: In a case where the federal government 
may want to establish a program, for example, 
with representatives of the oil and gas industry, 
would there be efforts to include the provincial 
government in multilateral discussions? Or does 
the federal government usually deal individually 


INTERVIEW 


with members of the industry? 

DA: We deal with the industry as a whole. We 
have what's called a large emitters group and deal, 
for instance, with all the cement industry, all the 
aluminum industry, all the steel industry, all the 
oil and gas industry as best we can. We have dealt 
directly with them, but there’s nothing to stop 
provinces from coming onboard in that process. I 
think Alberta has tended to ignore it for political 
reasons so that they can say they did nothing to, 
in any way, stop or reduce the highest possible 
expansion of the oil and gas industry. I think 
they’re staying outside for that reason. But in real- 
ity, there’s plenty of room for expansion of the oil 
and gas industry within a Kyoto-constrained 
Canadian economy. Yes, there might be some 


increase in costs, talking probably about a half a 
percent increase in costs at max. Remember, that 
ingenuity factor will bring that down. Alberta has 
chosen to be a little more suspicious of these fed- 
eral-industry agreements than I would have liked. 
That said, there’s plenty of room for them to come 
on board in the future. 

VW: What do you think are the main envi- 
ronmental issues facing Canadians today? 

DA: The overwhelming one is essentially sus- 
tainability: living within our means, making sure 
that our great-grandchildren, indeed our grand- 
children, have an opportunity to live a decent life 
with reasonable safety and reasonable levels of 
affluence. When you live beyond the biological 
capacity of the earth, you are unsustainable and 
that means the future will have to pay. It’s like 
borrowing money now that your kid is going to 
have to pay back. I think the sustainability issue 
in broad terms is the greatest one. Of that, we 
have major climate change problems. We talk 
about climate change as though it’s some kind of 
abstraction, but what it means is the probability 
of losing about 40 per cent of Alberta’s grain pro- 


| Environmental impact assessment 


ducing areas to changes in rainfall patterns and 
snowfall patterns in the future. And that could be 
within 20 years, 30 years, we don’t know when. 
Why? Because we're getting a rising freezing level 
in the mountains. Less snow is trapped in the hills 
in the winter, therefore, less moisture is released 
in the late spring and summer to keep stream lev- 
els high and keep land irrigated, or at least keep it 
moist in the growing season. You’re simply going 
to find the centre of continents, the Great Plains 
area in the United States, our Palliser Triangle, will 
cease to be as productive as they've been in the 
past. There’s a very clear problem for Alberta. The 
other issues that come up with climate change are 
major coastal problems—trising water levels of 
maybe one, two, three metres can be expected 
within reasonable time, let's say by the end of the 
century. That kind of rise in water levels will, of 
course; have a dramatic impact on Victoria, Van- 
couver, Prince Rupert, Halifax, Charlottetown, St. 
John’s. You name it, any coastal city is going to be 
dramatically impacted. This means elsewhere in 
the world you’re going to have enormous num- 
bers of environmental refugees and this will 
increase instability, and terrorism, which comes 
from it. We’re going to have a much more unsta- 
ble world from the human point of view. 

VW: Clearly, water shortages are already a quite 
issue in Alberta. In particular, there are increasing 
conflicts about the use of freshwater within the 
province for injection into oil wells to maximize oil 
recovery versus irrigation for agriculture. 

DA: That's a very good one because, of course, 
irrigation from deep aquifer relies heavily on ener- 
gy use—electricity and the internal combustion 
engine—and we have really depleted underground 
aquifer reservoirs in a manner that has never been 
seen in human history. There’s no way that this 
problem [of reduced water availability] that I men- 
tioned of the mountains and snow pack can be 
met from aquifers. You’re getting a clear resource 
conflict here: agriculture versus oil and gas. It’s 
interesting... so far Alberta hasn’t really under- 
stood this. Alberta generally, and the rest of Cana- 
da even less. The fact is we’re going into a period 
where we're simply not going to have the agricul- 
tural prairies producing the product that we’ve 
had before. I sit at the cabinet table and I hear 
proposals for the agricultural sector and they just 
don’t make sense when you realize what the long- 
term trends are. We try and put our fingers in the 
dike to stop a particular problem, failing to realize 
that the problem inevitably is going to overwhelm 
us because we can’t adopt the assumption that it 
is back to normal next year, or the year after, or 
the year after that. It isn’t happening that way. 
The pattern of increasing temperature and 
decreasing snowpack and decreasing water table is 
going to catch up to us. That's what I mean by liv- 
ing beyond your means, living unsustainably. 

VW: Do you foresee that there will be greater 
conflict between provincial and federal govern- 
ments with respect to jurisdiction over navigable 
waterways, for example? 

DA: No, I don’t. I see, in fact, convergence. I 
think even now there is a real awakening, that 
these are massive global problems that cannot be 
handled on a provincial basis. We'll have enough — 
trouble handling them on a national and interna- 
tional basis. Ironically, we’re seeing this type of 
major problem shifting emphasis to the nation- 
state, and this is worldwide where the nation-state 
continues to function effectively. But wherever 
you have a developed country, you’re going to 
have people saying this problem is too big for us 
to handle on a regional or a local or a provincial 
basis. Take the prairies, for example. River basins 
don’t stop at the borders of Alberta. They don’t 
stop when they get to Saskatchewan or Manitoba. 
When you're dealing with river basin problems, 
they must be dealt with holistically. te 


SEE PAGE 9 
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ELECTIONS 
Hopelessly e-voted to U 


CALGARY—The results of one of the 
largest Students’ Union elections in Uni- 
versity of Calgary history might have to 
be thrown out next week because of 
what some feel was an incredibly 
flawed online voting procedure. 

With more than 80 candidates run- 
ning for 21 SU positions and three ref- 
erendum questions being posed, this 
year’s ballot was a hefty one indeed, 
easily setting a new record for number 
of candidates. Also record-breaking for 
the U of C was voter turnout, with 
more than 6,000 students out of an 
undergrad population of roughly 
22,500 casting votes, an impressive 
participation rate of 28 per cent. But 
congratulations around the elections 
offices proved to be short-lived; the 
elections review board was approached 
by losing presidential candidate Phil 
Barski, who claimed that some of his 
supporters were unable to vote online. 

Barski’s petition cited numerous 
irregularities in the online voting sys- 
tem software, according to the U of C 
student newspaper the Gauntlet, 
including claims that sessions were tim- 
ing out before students had a chance 
to complete their ballots and that some 
voters were discovering that their bal- 
lots had already been partially filled out 
or even submitted without their knowl- 
edge. In response to the petition, a let- 
ter was sent to the software developer 
responsible for the system to inquire 
whether the claims made were feasible. 

The response was not encouraging. 

In a letter to the SU dated March 
12, Sorex Software Inc. stated that they 
had “found a potential for a problem” 
in that they had “discovered an issue 
that allows for the possibility for the sys- 
tem to mix up one voter for another,” 
the Gauntlet reported. According to 
Sorex director Marc Wrubleski, the 
online voting software was created in 
collaboration with the SU three years 
ago and had worked perfectly up until 
this year. The difference this year, said 
Wrubleski, was the sheer size of the bal- 
lot, which was so ungainly for the soft- 
ware that voting station sessions were 
timing out before students could com- 
pletely fill out their ballots. “This slow- 
down may have caused some voters to 
leave their voting stations before their 
ballot was complete,” Wrubleski told 
the Gauntlet. “This could have allowed 
another voter to [log in] and complete 
the first voter's ballot.” Wrubleski also 
noted that the system was designed to 
ensure individual voters remain anony- 
mous and therefore it is impossible to 
trace the number of instances in which 
this may have occurred. 

Since it remains unclear just how 
many ballots were spoiled, the elec- 
tions review board voted to throw out 
the election and call a new one before 
the end of the school year—a decision 
which would force the SU to spend 
another $20,000, the cost of the first 


election. As such, the review board's 
ruling has been appealed to the SU 
highest court, which is expected to 
reach a decision on March 29. 

Needless to say, if another election 
is called, it will be a paper ballot. — 
Curis BOUTET 


Martin mailout bodes well 
for election reform 


EDMONTON—There is new hope 
among people who want to see seri- 
ous parliamentary reform in Ottawa 
thanks to a message from Prime Minis- 
ter Paul Martin contained in a house- 
holder that was delivered to mailboxes 
across Canada last week. 

In the pamphlet, Martin makes a 
written promise to renew democracy 
and reform parliament, including a 
plan that would make it easier for 
backbench MPs to introduce bills, 
reform the way government appoints 
Officials, strengthen the roles of parlia- 
mentary committees and open the 
lines of communication between the 
backbench and ministerial offices. 

“Citizens often feel powerless when it 
comes to shaping the policies that affect 
their lives,” the document reads. “Parlia- 
ment is a place of dynamic debate, but 
too few Canadians see it that way.” 

The document also hints that if 
these plans are successful, these 
reforms “will lead to changes in the 
way that we can look at other elements 
of government, including the Senate 
and the electoral system. Our govern- 
ment intends to listen to the voices of 
all Canadians. All told, our proposal... 
will lead to a greater voice for citizens.” 

This is the first indication that the 
Liberals are willing to discuss electoral 
reform, a platform that is embraced by 
both the NDP and the Conservative 
Party of Canada. Throughout the reign 
of Jean Chrétien, the Liberals won 
majority government after majority 
government without achieving 50 per 
cent of the popular vote. 

Doug Bailie, president of the 
Edmonton chapter of Fair Vote Canada, 


the non-partisan organization that’s 
pushing for Canada to review its elec- 
toral system and eventually make 
reforms that tie election results a lot 
more closely to the popular vote, was 
cautiously optimistic about what was 
said in the householder. “To have it 
mentioned in a householder like this is a 
positive sign,” Bailie said. “This is a very 
different response than we heard from 
the previous government; back then, 
the attitude was that the first-past-the- 
Post system is not perfect but it is work- 
ing pretty well, so we don’t have to see 
why we need to change the system.” 

This was the stance of the party as 
it (for the most part) opposed a private 
member's bill from NDP MP Lorne 
Nystrom to begin the process of elec- 
toral reform. But Bailie said that while 
only a handful of Liberal backbenchers 
showed support for Nystrom, Fair Vote 
is aware that there are caucus mem- 
bers who agree that the system needs 
to be reformed. And that, Bailie feels, 
is reflected in how the term “democra- 
tic deficit” is used in Martin’s mailout. 

“It is reflective of the arguments 
we have been making,” said Bailie. “If 
the government only addresses demo- 
cratic deficiency in the House of Com- 
mons, they are only coming up with a 
partial solution. Change should not 
only affect members of parliament but 
everyone in Canada.” 

Bailie added that only through elec- 
toral reform will there be a notable rise 
in the number of women sitting in the 
House of Commons. He thinks that the 
current system penalizes female candi- 
dates; because the majority of candi- 
dates running are men, the 
first-past-the-post system gives them the 
advantage because they don’t need the 
majority of votes to get their seats—and 
split votes always hurt minorities. 

“We are seeing a lot of support 
from the women of the Liberal Party, 
as they see it as a women’s issue,” he 
said. “If we are going to increase the 
number of women in parliament, that 
can only come with some kind of 
democratic reform.” —SteveN SANDOR 


JUSTICE 


Quebec court says oui 
to gay marriage 


MONTREAL—Thanks to a ruling by the 
Quebec Court of Appeal, our French- 
speaking pals to the east have officially 
become the third province to declare 
same-sex marriages are legal. 

Last week's ruling saw Quebec’s five 
appeal court justices unanimously dis- 
miss an appeal by two religious groups 
of a Quebec Superior Court decision 
that found restricting the definition of 
marriage to only include a man and a 
woman was unjustifiable under the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
Ontario and B.C. courts have already 
made similar rulings, which some feel 
bodes well for Canada’s prospects to 
become the first country in the world to 
unilaterally legalize same-sex union. 

According to the Canadian Press, 
the ruling was a victory for gay part- 
ners Michael Hendricks and Rene 
Leboeuf of Montreal, who had been 
fighting for six years for their right to 
marry. Lawyer Colin Irving, who has 
been handling their case, feels that 
although it is a provincial ruling, he 
expects the decision to have national 
repercussions. “The judgment declares 
as a matter of principle that the judg- 
ments in the courts of one province, 
when they deal with the validity of fed- 
eral statutes and where the attorney 
general of Canada was involved, have 
effect elsewhere,” he said. “If you're 
dealing with federal law, then the judg- 
ment of a provincial court, like the 
Quebec Court of Appeal, has effect 
everywhere in the country.” 

The constitutionality of same-sex 
marriage is expected to come before 
the Supreme Court of Canada within 
the next six months, and Prime Minis- 
ter Martin has already publicly 
announced that he plans to introduce 
a bill legalizing the union. 

Turns out that gay marriage is 
more than just a fad, Alberta. Maybe 
we should look into it. —ChHris BouTet 
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By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


Colin ali enthusiasts 


| had a very busy Monday this week. 
First, | had to go to the Garneau 
Theatre, where the Edmonton Inter- 
national Film Festival's new general 
manager Kerrie Long was announc- 
ing the decision to move this year’s 
festival from its traditional March slot 
to October 15 to 23, a date that 
they think will plug the EIFF into the 
North American film festival circuit. 

Next, it was off to the U of A to 
attend the press conference 
announcing the lineup for the Mag- 
netic North Theatre Festival, which 
will bring the cream of Canadian the- 
atre to Edmonton this June. It was an 
unusually stirring afternoon, with 
Heather Redfern, the festival’s board 
chair, proclaiming Edmonton “the 
theatre capital of Canada” and Lois 
Hole earning a well-deserved stand- 
ing ovation with a passionate speech 
about the central role the arts must 
play in any civilized society. 

With so much exciting artistic 
activity in our midst, the CBC’s 
decision to unceremoniously drop 
their veteran arts reporter, Colin 
MacLean, from the TV airwaves 
seems like even more of an outra- 
geous, short-sighted mistake. 

Rearrange the letters in “Colin 
MacLean” and you get “nice local 
man,” which is an apt (if vastly 
understated) description of the role 
MacLean has played on the local arts 
scene for several decades. Dapper, 
articulate, enthusiastic, always good- 
humoured and never antagonistic, 
MacLean was an ideal TV ambassador 
for the theatre community; | loved his 
old-school-broadcaster voice and his 
slightly old-fashioned turns of phrase 
(“four stars of four” instead of “four 
Stars out of four”), which both 
seemed oddly appropriate to an art- 
form as steeped in tradition as the- 
atre. MacLean usually only got a few 
minutes every week, but he was the 
only TV reporter in Edmonton giving 
local theatre any regular airtime at all. 

Even though MacLean will still 
review plays for CBC Radio and the 
Edmonton Sun, his dismissal from 
CBC-TV has ignited a letter-writing 
campaign among local theatre 
artists aimed at getting CBC regional 
director Don Orchard to rehire - 
MacLean. But | would suggest that 
this campaign doesn’t go far 
enough. | say that if MacLean’s dis- 
missal becomes a rallying point— 
and it perioral ae sk 
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The children’s crusader — 


Andy Knight hopes 
conference will keep 
impact of war upon 
children at top of 
world agenda - 


By COSANNA PRESTON 


th new reports of terrorism 
Wrcsrsscs us every day and 
bloody images of children crying 

in war-torn countries flooding the 
nightly news, it’s hard to feel anything 
but helplessness and desensitization. 
Yet the organizers of Children and 
War: Impact hope to tackle that feel- 
ing of powerlessness by confronting 
the stereotypes head-on. Andy Knight, 
a political science professor at the Uni- 
versity of Alberta, has organized this 
upcoming local conference focusing 


on the impact of war on children— 
and he hopes it will antagonize and 
agitate the public into action. 

Civilian casualties in wartime 
have increased from one in 10 in the 
early 1900s to.nine of 10 in the last 
25 years. The use and abuse of chil- 
dren has spiraled out of control, 
especially in civil war situations, and 
Knight wants to draw attention to 
their plight. “Their innocence needs 
to be preserved in some way,” he 
says. “Many of these kids have lost 
their innocence at the age of eight or 
seven. They have been drugged [and] 
asked to kill their family members... 
to prove their loyalty to a rebel force. 
They've been asked to be spies and 
bear children for rebel leaders. 
They’ve been exposed to sexual vio- 
lence. The list goes on and on.” 

The conference, which runs on 
campus from April 1 to 3, marks the 
end of the first component of a three- 
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part research project directed by 
Knight, which will investigate the 
impact, protection and rehabilitation 
of children in armed conflicts. Chil- 
dren and War: Impact will bring 
together more than 30 speakers and 
see at least 13 papers presented on 
topics ranging from the physical and 
mental impacts of war to the destruc- 
tion of infrastructure and the econo- 


EVENTS 


my to gender roles among children. 
Most importantly, Knight wants a 
focus that goes beyond academics and 
tackles the real world. 

“It is not sufficient,” Knight says, 
“for academics who sit in their ivory 
towers to wax and wane about the 
problems of children in war zones 
when they are not actually there to 
see those problems first-hand. My 
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task was to try to bring 
together as many peo- 
ple as possible to not 
only work from the the- 
oretical aspect of this 
issue but also in the * 
practical manner.” 


THE PROJECT WAS par- 
tially inspired by Knight’s years of 
research and work with the United 
Nations, but even more so by his own 
personal interests. A father of two, 
Knight knows his own children will 
grow up complacent in the sheltered 
safety of Canada and he cannot com- 
prehend a world where his own kids 
would have to face such terror. “[My 
kids] enjoy the comforts of life here,” 
he says, “and then I look and see that 
there are other kids who don’t have 
those kinds of privileges. The question 
for me is: why should the accident of 
one’s birth result in this horrific kinds 
of existence? They are not even 
allowed to play because they are 
caught up with the grind of everyday 
existence, trying to make sure that 
they can exist on a day-to-day basis. 
We need to be able to do something, 
to reach out to those kids in other 
countries who are suffering, and try to 
bring some hope to them.” 

Knight has gathering people from 
around the globe to speak at the con- 
ference. Included on his long list of 
speakers are Lloyd Axworthy, the for- 
mer Canadian minister of foreign 
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affairs; Olara Otunnu, the Special 
Representative of the United Nations 
Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict; and numerous doc- 
tors and field workers from Iran, Sier- 
ta Leone, Palestine and Colombia. 

Christina Clark, a doctoral student 
at the University of Oxford who will 
be presenting a paper at the confer- 
ence and has been involved since its 
inception, is very excited about the 
wide variety of people who will be in 
attendance. Because Clark is most 
interested in how research portrays 
and responds to children in conflict, 
the conference is directly relevant to 
her research as well as her past work 
with children in conflict, particularly 
child soldiers and refugee children. 
She also feels that the information 
sharing and discussion will be a key to 
raising the awareness in the general 
public and for future policy initiatives 
in the Canadian government. 


ULTIMATELY, it’s awareness that 
Clark seems most concerned with at 
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By RICHARD BURNETT 


Eye of the Hurricane 


It was the kiss heard around the world. 
Peruvian-born author Jaime Bayly— 
who, if you speak Spanish, you know is 
one of the most famous and best-loved 
writers in Latin America—was appear- 
ing on a Spanish late-night TV talk 
show last year when he leaned in and 
kissed the host... who, by the way, 
happened to be a guy. 

“It was a tremendous kiss,” Bayly 
told me this week from his home in 
Miami. “The TV host is a friend [whom] 
| had just seen in Barcelona but we are 
not lovers. Then he started kissing me 
and | returned it in a passionate way. It 
was totally spontaneous and it lasted 
more than a minute. The studio audi- 
ence went nuts, screaming and clap- 
ping. It was also the first time two men 
kissed each other on prime time televi- 
sion in all of Latin America. But when it 
aired in Peru, well, the reaction was ter- 
rible. Most newspapers insulted me and 
said horrible things against my [ex-] 
wife. My daughters saw [the kiss] 
repeated in slow motion on newscasts. 
You had priests and therapists talking 
about the catastrophic effect it would 
have on Peruvian life.” 

Even Bayly’s parents disowned him. 
“My mom sent me an e-mail saying she 
was grieving my loss as if | were dead.” 

But Jaime, now 39, stood firm. “I’m 
very proud of that kiss.” 

So are millions of others, many of 
them Bayly fans since he hosted his 
own immensely popular TV show when 
he was just 18 years old. Bayly was 
studying law at the Catholic University 
of Lima; six years later he decided to 
move to Spain to become a writer. 
“The law in Peru is mostly fiction,” he 
says. “So if | want to dedicate my life to 
fiction | might as well be a writer.” 

Bayly’s best-selling 1994 autobio- 
graphical debut novel No se lo digas a 
nadie (Don’t Tell Anyone) chronicles a 
handsome Peruvian student who con- 
fronts his macho father and overly reli- 


gious mother when he discovers his true 
sexual nature. “Friends and colleagues 
told me, ‘If you publish that book you'll 
be finished,” he says. “My mom still 
says my books are rubbish. But in Spain | 
enjoyed great literary success. The same 
people who said | would be finished 
offered me deals and TV contracts.” 

Bayly hasn’t looked back since. No se 
lo digas a nadie was made into a success- 
ful feature film and his TV work eventually 
won him a Latin Emmy award. In 1993, 
he also briefly married Sandra Masias, 
with whom he fathered two daughters. 

“| have always felt marginal, like a 
dissident, in my country when | discov- 
ered | love men,” Bayly explains. “But | 
also wanted to explore love in all its 
possibilities and allowed myself to fall 
in love with a woman. | felt more bi 
than gay and Sandra was fully aware of 
that. | believe she fell in love with me 
because she admired the way | con- 
ducted my life.” 

As for his children, he says, “I really 
believe being a good parent [means 
telling] the truth. Things are not as 
complex as adults make them. Most 
men like women but some men prefer 
to be with men and that’s cool and 
natural. To tell you the truth, my 
daughters are not very interested in 
the issue. because all they want from 


you as a parent is love.” 


Now an American citizen, Bayly 
divides his time between Key Biscayne, 
where he writes, and his home in 
South Beach where he “lives fully” with 
his Argentinian boyfriend of two years. 
“| like to go out but not like when | 
was younger,” he says. “I don’t take 
cocaine anymore and don’t smoke 
marijuana as much anymore. | like 
good conversation, being surrounded 
by interesting, challenging people.” 

Spain’s Editorial Planeta have just 
published Bayly’s much-anticipated new 
novel E/ huracan lleva tu nombre (which 
roughly translates as The Hurricane Has 
Your Name). But while his international 
bestsellers have yet to be translated into 
English, Bayly—unlike Puerto Rican 
superstar Ricky Martin—won’t trade suc- 
cess for the closet. “Your sexuality defines 
you,” he says. “It is not a trivial issue. If 
you decide not to [talk about it], you are 
conceding a victory to the people who 
are rallying against your own self. If you 
stay silent, it is out of fear. Fear of not sell- 
ing as many records as you want to sell, 
or fear of public disapproval. | am against 
that kind of calculated decision. That 
behaviour is wrong. | would rather sell 
less books and live a true life.” © 


Children and War 


Continued from previous page 


this stage. With mainstream media 
the main source of information for 
people in the west, she says stereo- 
types are built for children of war, 
portraying them as vulnerable, help- 
less and victimized. While this is 


true, Clark says it ignores their ratio-- 


nal decision-making processes, cop- 
ing strategies and the important roles 
they play in the context of conflict- 
induced displacement. “Ignoring 
these much more complex realities 
on the ground,” Clark says, “con- 
tributes to the further disenfranchise- 
ment of young people ee a 
from decision-making processes.” 
Knight agrees, noting that the 
push for assisting children of war 
will of course not end with this con- 


ference. The second and third Pitaces 
of his research will cover protection 
mechanisms and rehabilitation and 
he hopes that his work will help 
force governments in both devel- 
oped and underdeveloped countries 
to keep children of war at the top of 
their agendas. If the issue slides, he 
fears the worst for the generation of 
leaders that’s currently being raised, 
“We have a perpetuated cycle of 
violence that stems from kids being 
exposed to violence,” Knight says. “If 
you don’t get to the kids now, we are 
going to have the next generation of 
very angry people who don’t know 
how to resolve conflicts other than 
through violence.” © 


For more information on 

Children and War: Impact, go to 
www.arts.ualberta.ca/childrenandwar or 
call 492-1138. 
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culture 


By CHRISTOPHER WIEBE 


ABA-cadabra * 


The 2004 Alberta Book Awards 
finalists were announced on March 18. 
In the book and cover design sections, 
Alan Brownoff of U of A Press has final- 
ly received some stiff competition from 
NeWest Press’s Ruth Linka. Elsewhere, 
Edmonton’s prolific Tim Bowling has 
two very strong books nominated in 
their respective categories—The Paper- 
boy’s Winter, a novel, and a book of 
poems, The Witness Ghost—as is 
Jacqueline Baker’s superbly crafted A 
Hard Witching and Other Stories. Audrey 
Whitson’s Teaching Places is shortlisted 
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for the nonfiction prize, and Rudy 
Wiebe’s children’s book Hidden Buffalo 
garnered a pair of nominations. The 
drama section is dominated by Edmon- 
ton playwrights: Marty Chan’s The For- 
bidden Phoenix, Mieko Ouchi’s The Red 
Priest and Vern Thiessen’s Einstein’s Gift. 
The Best First Book award has been 
quietly dropped from this year’s list. 
The Award’s Ceremony will be held at 
the Palliser Hotel in Calgary on April 
17; tickets are $50 and can be pur- 
chased by calling the Writers Guild of 
Alberta at 422-8174. 


Lender bender 


As with all the arts in this country, 
Canadian writing is sustained by a 
hidden web of supports. One little 
known to the general public is the 
Public Lending Right Commis- 
sion, the result of four decades of 
persistent lobbying by Canadian writ- 
ers’ organizations. Established in 
1986, the Commission remunerates 
Canadian writers for public access to 
their books in public and university 
libraries and has become an interna- 
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tional model. In 2003, it distributed 
$9 million to 13,889 writers for 
58,973 titles, based on the “hits” 
each title received in the holdings of 
the 15 Canadian libraries surveyed. 

To get the scoop on the Commis- 
sion’s development | went straight to 
the source, its champion for 17 years 
and the first Commission chair, 
Andreas Schroeder. The Canadian 
Author's Association pushed the idea in 
the late 1940s after PLR was intro- 
duced in Denmark, and the League of 
Canadian Poets briefly revived it in the 
1960s, but it was the Writers Union of 
Canada (WUC) that did the hard work 
of lobbying it into being. Parties, not 
board meetings, determine the fate of 
the world. The WUC was born from 
such irrational exuberance in 1973 on 
Toronto novelist Marian Engel’s back 
porch with people like Schroeder, 
Mowat and Atwood in attendance. 
“The WUC was hot to raise shit,” says 
Schroeder. “Other writers’ organiza- 
tions were focused on literary issues, 
and not on the politics and economics 
of making a living writing in Canada.” 

The WUC wondered why writers 


AND The * 


should benefit so little from their cre- 
ative production when a whole super- 
structure—the publishing industry, 
library administration, academic 
research—was built atop their labour. 
The Canadian publishing industry was 
in crisis then as now, so the WUC set 
their sights on the country’s libraries, 
whose societal role had shifted from a 
desperate education-level tool earlier 
in the century to a form of cultural 
convenience. 

When Engel, the WUC’s first chair, 
undiplomatically suggested that 
“librarians had been ripping off writers 
for decades,” librarians were enraged. 
“They freaked out at the idea of paying 
loan fees,” Schroeder says. “For them, 
the free access to books was a sacred 
idea, not unlike the Hippocratic oath 
for physicians. We said, ‘Don’t pretend 
it’s free—somebody’s paying for the 
library grants and salaries.’” 

Following Engel’s death from can- 
cer, Schroeder took over as WUC chair 
from 1976 to 77 and spent years pla- 
cating the library community. Each 
chair, he explains, was committed to 
seeing one particular issue through to 
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the bitter end, and he chose the PLR 
issue as his hill to die on. It was decid- 
ed that the Canadian system should 
pay writers based on library holdings 
rather than borrowings (as Britain and 
Germany did) to support all writers 
regardless of market popularity. 

The PLR dream came to sudden 
life with the Marcel Masse Miracle of 
1986. Masse was near the end of his 
tenure as federal culture minister 
when he and Schroeder went out for 
dinner after a Toronto Library Associa- 
tion meeting. “We went out with him, 
got him tanked and he became 
friendlier to the PLR idea we had been 
priming him with all night,” Schroed- 
er says. “He thought the $3 million 
for the program was manageable, 
much to the consternation of his 
staff.” At this point | began to wonder 
whether Schroeder, a creative writing 
professor at UBC who has written 
extensively on con artists, was the 
most reliable of informants. | conclud- 
ed, however, that his story had the 
unmistakable ring of truth. 

Money found, the crisis was to 
put the entire PLR program together 
with a staff of five in the three 
months prior to the end of the fiscal 
year, or have the funding revoked. 
“We had a sword of Damocles hang- 
ing over us,” Schroeder recalls, “but 
we wanted to show that if writers 
administered their own programs 
they could produce miracles.” They 
had to register more than 4,000 writ- 
ers and their 17,000 books, sample 
the holdings of 10 English and five 
Quebec libraries and hand-check 
them against the lists of registered 
titles, as well as have sophisticated 
software designed and set up. For 
three months, Schroeder and others 
worked around the clock in Ottawa, 
often sleeping on the floor of the 
Canada Council offices. 

The PLR Commission has been tick- 
ing along ever since with heroically low 
administrative costs. Undaunted by a 


_looming funding crisis occasioned by 


an ever-expanding author pool, it qui- 
etly helps sustain Canada’s perennially 
struggling literary community and 
encourages it with the knowledge that 
its books are available in libraries across 
the country. © 
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David Anderson 


Continued from page: 4 


VW: What role do you think 
Canada needs to play to be an envi- 
ronmental leader on that stage? How 
can it assert itself more visibly in 
that arena? 

DA: I think that the environment 
will increasingly define international 
relations in Canada. Issues such as 
military involvement in failed states 
such as Haiti or Bosnia or in 
Afghanistan will still continue. But the 
overarching problems will be more 
environmental. What is happening to 
whole populations in sub-Saharan 
Africa when you get this massive loss 
of food supply due to drought condi- 
tions? That will be the type of issue 
that is going to be staring us in the 
face. I might add that we have inter- 
esting possibilities because we are a 
developing country as well as a devel- 
oped country. Given our size and our 
geography, given our climate, we have 
a great opportunity for developing 


cleaner technologies and becoming 
more innovative and helping the 
world in that regard.... We are taking a 
leadership role, in part, because the 
United States is not taking a leader- 
ship role, and if they do, that would 
be great. We are playing a pretty 
important international role and will 
probably continue to do so because of 
our brokering ability between devel- 
oped and undeveloped, rich and poor, 
north and south. 

VW: Concern has been voiced 
that aspects of international trade 
agreements, for example Chapter 11 
of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement, undermine Canadian 
sovereignty with respect to develop- 
ing environmental policy. How do 
you see that? 

DA: Chapter 11 is mostly the issue 
of fair treatment, equal treatment. I 
think we can live with that. The other 
thing that we're going to have to do is 
be a lot more sophisticated in how we 
approach the United States. I talk 
about the United States and I also talk 
about the Disunited Statés. To talk 
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about the Disunited States is to make 
people think that there are 50 states in 
the union: For example, I was recently 
quoted in the New York Times about 
how we want to work with California 
on getting better mileage for vehicles. 
Canada, California, New York and New 
Jersey could combine with coordinated 
regulatory approaches to give a market 
of 100 million people to the car indus- 
try to provide more hybrid cars with 
better fuel efficiency. So we’re now 
looking at individual states. I’ve done 
this before. I had to work on a salmon 


treaty and achieved a salmon treaty 
with the United States, but I achieved 
it first by making it work with Wash- 
ington state. My good friend Governor 
Locke of Washington state and I came 
to an agreement, which the United 
States State Department and the state 
of Alaska were not very happy with. 
But we got that. It worked so well that 
the next year the U.S. federal govern- 
ment and Alaska came onside. That's 
been my tradition of working within 
the American system, with states if 
possible, and of course where possible, 
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also with national organizations. | 
think we’re going to be much more 
sophisticated in this regard. We're 
going to be making much more use of 
our knowledge of the United States 
because of our trade relationships in 
dealing with different regions of the 
country and different jurisdictions. We 
are the number one trading export 
market for 38 of the SO states. We've 
got great contacts throughout that sys- 
tem and we've got to exploit that in a 
very sophisticated way on the environ- 
mental front as well. © 
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Actually, hip 
music/clothing store 
is'right at home in 
new location 


By JULIANN WILDING 


through its renovations while also 
lanning a summer fashion show at 
the Backroom Vodka Bar, I spoke to 
Kyla Kazeil, the music/clothing shop's 
manager and head buyer. We talked 
about her ideals for the shop, the 
renos she had planned (most of which 
she was doing herself) and how precise 
and specific she was about the image 
they wanted the store to uphold. 
Almost a year later, the gang 
behind Foosh—Der, Kazeil and DJ 
Rob Clarke, better known as Tryp- 
tomene—have successfully completed 
one of the goals they’d talked about 
for so long: moving from the little 
upstairs shop to a much larger, street- 
level shop right on the same block, 
which opened on March 1. After Der 
and Kaziel had taken me through the 
space and filled me in on all their 
plans, I realized that while Foosh 
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itself is doubling in size, what Kazeil 
and Der want the store to represent 
remains exactly the same. 

The crew were exhausted from 
the move—they only closed Foosh 
for one day—but they were also 
extremely excited for the chance to 
relocate. “It just kind of fell into 
our lap,” Der explains, “and every- 
thing started happening.” The 
move only further indicates the 
group’s staying power in a neigh- 
bourhood already saturated with 
shopping possibilities, and it was 


e|STYLE 


the result of the natural growth of 
the still-burgeoning company. 
“We're only three and a half years 
old,” Der says, “and we're just grow- 
ing. The little shop upstairs was just a 
baby, and now we’re still just an 
infant. We're still taking baby steps.” 
Kazeil echoes that sentiment. “We 
want to grow into this space slowly. 
The worst thing we could do would 
be to come down here and immedi- 


ately blow the place out of propor- - 


tion.” The space is huge—more than 
twice the size of the old space, and 
with a high ceiling and large glass 
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storefront, it’s a big, long, airy street 
level space on Whyte Avenue right 
next to LuLuLemon. This gives Der 
and Kazeil a new chance to play with 
the arrangement of the different sides 
of the store—clothing and music—to 
experiment with their new furniture 
and layout and to do something 
they’ve wanted to do for a long time: 
elaborate window displays. 

“We're really excited to get more 
people in here, to expose them to 
what we’re doing,” Kazeil explains. 
“We're growing but we want to keep 
it true to who we are. In an upper- 
level space you don’t get the walk- 
ins, but that’s necessary to develop 
your place in the community. 

“Everyone who works here is 
either a DJ or an artist of.some kind,” 
she continues, “and we are all still 
actively a part of our market. Upstairs 
we were tripping all over each other. 
Now we can display stuff the way 


_ we've wanted. We’re still going to 


carry exclusive pieces and lines that 
aren’t over-distributed. The price 
range will still be for everyone—we 
just want more people to see our 
store, we want to expose it, but not 
in a way that we're selling out.” 

Der agrees. “I think we're ready,” 
he says, “to be a serious shop.” © 
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WEDNESDAY.MARCH.3 1 @ THE BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE The Canadian Authors Association (Alberta Branch) presents... 
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wae BRUCE HUNTER 


Author of Country Music and 


Coming Home From Home 


1042 5.WHYTE AVE 


FRIDAY, MARCH 26 - 8 PM 
Room 1-22, Education South Building, U of A 


All welcome. (A drop-in free may be in effect) 


Bruce Hunter will also be conducting a full-day workshop on 
fiction writing, Saturday, Mrch 27 in the same location. 
$30 for CAA members, $60 for non-members 


To register for the workshop, contact Sue Paulson, 
463-3679 or sue@fingertipsolutions.com 


UPCOMING SPEAKERS FOR 2004: 
May 28 — 29 Lorie Miseck 


The Canadian Authors Association was founded to foster and 
develop creative writers and assist in the recognition of their work. 
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University of Alberta 
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* KEYNOTE ADDRESS * 
Precious Resources: The Plight of Children in Conflict Zones 

Thursday April 1, 7:30 pm, Telus Centre, $10 
«Lloyd Axworthy, CEO of the Liu Institute for Global Issues 


*Olara Otunnu, UN Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict 
*Nazanin Afshin-Jam, Miss World Canada, first Runner-Up to Miss World 


* YOUTH CONFERENCE * 
Youth in Peacebuilding: Taking Ideas inte Action 
Friday April 2, 10:00 am, U of A Campus, FREE 


* CHILDREN AFFECTED BY THE WAR BENEFIT CONCERT * 


Performances by Juno Nominees: Ju Essence, BrassMunk and Choclair 


Friday April 2, 7:30 pm, The Arts Barns, $23 advance, $25 door 
*Tickets available at the International Centre (U of A) or at Foosh Audio and Apparel 


For more information or to register contact the U of A International 
Centre at 492-9699 or www.arts.ualberta.ca/childrenandwar 
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2003 Roots & Traditional Group Winner i 
2004 Roots & Traditional Solo Nominee 


‘Edmonton's best band*- Peter North 


By DAVID YOUNG 
ano JOHN TURNER 


The Oilers have been hot lately: they 
beat Nashville at home 5-4 and then 
won two games in a row on the road 
(they beat San Jose 5-2 and Los Angeles 
2-1). This allowed the Oilers to sit at 
eighth place in the Western Conference 
as of Wednesday. 


John: Wow! I’ve got to admit, | don’t 
believe it: Edmonton now sits in a play- 
off spot. As | watched the highlights on 
the various sports networks after Mon- 
day night’s game against the Kings, 
there was a tone of disbelief across the 
board. Since playing Vancouver on 
March 14, the Oil have done nothing 
but win games... and the Canucks 
haven't won one since. 

* Dave: Still Canuck-bashing, are 
you, John? Well, the Oilers only play 
Toronto so often and it’s good to have 
at least one team to pick on. The real 
roadblocks to seeing the Oilers in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs are now the Blues, 
Predators and Kings. At least the Oilers 
have been doing almost everything 
right in the past couple of weeks with 
wins against both Los Angeles and 
Nashville. 

John: Friday’s game against the 
Predators was a must-win situation for 
the Oil, but the first period sure didn’t 


live up to that billing. But the third 
period turned out to be one of the 
most exciting periods of hockey I’ve 
ever witnessed. We saw some ques- 
tionable goaltending at both ends of 
the ice as six goals were scored but the 
play of Ethan Moreau really stood out. 
It was almost as if he decided that 
there was no way the Oilers were not 
going to get those two points. 

Dave: Others have talked about it 
recently, and if anyone wants to look 
back into the Vue Weekly archives (which 
are located at www.vueweekly.com, by 
the way) they’d see that I’ve regarded 
Moreau’s play very highly in the past. 
He deserves to be recognized as the 
team’s Most Valuable Player this season. 
Even in games where the team plays 
poorly, he works his ass off. He may not 
have the talent of Radek Dvorak, the 
natural scoring ability of Mike York or 
the teeth of Tom Cruise, but every 
game Oiler fans can count on Moreau 
to sweat, hit hard and do everything in 
his power to help the team. 

John: The game two nights later in 
San Jose was another great, wide-open 
contest, with a number of chances to 
score by both teams. The defence 
scored all five of the Oil’s goals that 
night and Marc-Andre Bergeron is 
starting to look like he’ll develop into a 
top defenceman. It’s hard to believe 
that he was picked up as a free agent 


JUNOFest, CBC RADIO ONE 740 AM, the Cate Counc for the Arts “ty the Sidetrack Café ae 
Key of A Live, a concert celebrating the JUNO Awards. 


because nobody wanted him. 

Dave: Bergeron has been a find for 
the team. He has been shuttled back 
and forth between Edmonton and 
Toronto a few times this season but has 
always come back from the minors 
looking better than before. Overall, the 
last week of hockey has been great for 
Oiler fans. A little nerve-wracking, but 
definitely. exciting. 

John: You’re right. All of the last 
three games have been great to watch. 
Had Edmonton picked up points in all 
the games they should have this sea- 
son we probably wouldn’t have been 
blessed with the kind of hockey we're 
witnessed now. They have a great shot 
at making the playoffs now. They 
might still miss them, but at least we 
can say we've finally seen what this 
team is capable of. 

Dave: They’re capable of driving 
their fans into the Jubilee Auditorium 
to watch the team. The fans in this city 
will go to the movie theatre to watch 
their team play. This is still a city that 
loves its home team. Keep up with the 
clever marketing, Oilers. Come playoff 
time, maybe you should look into’ 
allowing fans to watch the game at. 
Rexall Place on the big screen during 
the road games. (Rent a bigger one for 
the occasion.) Open the Copper Club 
too. If the building is empty on those 
nights, use it. © 
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ne of the benefits of living in 

Edmonton is that you’re only 670 

kilometres away from the Kimber- 
ley Alpine Resort in southeastern B.C. 
It’s not a bad drive, considering that 
most of the route is straightforward. 
My trip, on the other hand, started in 
Kamloops, took me 350 kilometres to 
Vancouver, after which I clocked 
another 800 clicks of twisty moun- 
tain trails before I arrived at the 
quasi-Bavarian town, riding in the 
wake of a January snowstorm. * 

It was a dicey drive. Highways 


—_— 


oe, Gd 
2004 2.5X FORESTER 
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were treacherously icy. Mountain pass- 
es were closed. Motorists were told to 
stay home. Mounties hibernated at 
Tim Hortons. (Okay, so that’s normal.) 

“Abh,” we mused. “Skiing 
should be good.” 

We were a day’s drive from the 
Kootenay Pass when avalanches 
closed Highway 3 to everything 
except maintenance crews. So we fin- 
gerpainted “Maintenance Crew” in 
the dirt on thé doors of our SUV and 
aimed it east. With the kind of opti- 
mism that’s spurred by desire, we fig- 


2004 IMPREZA 2.5 TS SPORT WAGON 


* Symmetrical full-time AWD * 2.5L SOHC 4-cylinder * 165hp* 5 speed manual 
transmission (standard, EAT optional) « ABS * Dual front airbags * Active front seat head 
restraints * Keyless entry * Cruise contro! * Air Conditioning ¢ AM/FM/CD * Embroidered 

floor mats * Flat folding rear seats (60/40 split) « Roof rall « And much more 
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By STEWART DUNCAN 


Epmonton 484-7733 ©. 


Arrive alive and.find your Bavarian rhapsody 


Photos by Stewart Duncan 


ured the road would be open by the 
time we got there. And lo, it was so. 
After a 20-minute delay, a single 
line of traffic was allowed to creep 
through the canyon of dirt and ice 
the crew carved for us. Eventually we 
had a view again and considered that 
when motorists drive off a highway 
in an Alberta blizzard, they get stuck 
and could freeze to death. In B.C., 
you don’t really get stuck. You just 
keep rolling and tumbling and flip- 
ping down the freakin’ mountain 
until you arrive somewhere com- 
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Big Rock reminds you not to drink and ski 


SNOWBOARDS 


pletely different with a boom and a 
thud. Getting stuck isn’t the issue— 
and neither is the eold because 
you’re already dead from the fall. 
Your ego, your airbag, your plans and 
your lungs have all deflated together. 


ANYHOOOOO, a ski trip to Kimberley 
is a good idea for several reasons. 
One of them is that it’s just a two- 
hour drive from the Fernie Alpine 
Resort, yet the two hills are on differ- 
ent mountain ranges, have different 
climates and are frequently subject to 
different weather patterns. That's sig- 
nificant because ski trips offer few 
guarantees and you never know what 
conditions you might encounter. 
Skiers and boarders get spoiled at 
resorts like these. Some even develop 
a princess mentality and start expect- 
ing everything to be just the way 
they like it at all times and, if it’s not, 
then somebody bloody well better fix 
it. And that’s what Resorts of the 
Canadian Rockies, which owns both 
ski areas, tries to do. For instance, 
Kimberley has a shuttle bus every 
morning to take you to Fernie for a 
change of pace and scenery. Likewise, 
if you find the Rocky Mountains a 
tad chilly during your Fernie vaca- 
tion, well, off you go to Kimberley in 
the Purcell Mountains, one range 
west. Same sunshine, lower altitude, 
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less likely to experience the harshness 
that one can expect from time to 
time in the Rockies in January—and 
just as likely to be drowning in snow. 

Should you feel like going Bavari- 
an, well, off you go again to Kimber- 
ley, which opted for a Bavarian 
theme in the 1970s and never looked 
back. There’s even a 300-year-old 
Bavarian inn that was disassembled 
and shipped from southern Germany 
to be reassembled in Kimberley. Aside 
from all that, here’s why Kimberley is 
getting to be such a hot spot. 

Smart people have been skiing 
around this mining town since the 
early 1930s. That led to a lodge and 
portable rope tow, which were set up 
on North Star Mountain in the late 
40s. The following decade, Sullivan 
mine, which later became Cominco, 
got together with a team of wise vol- 
unteers to erect a modern T-bar. 
They did it so well that it served, 
with some upgrades, until 2003 and 
would still be in use if the volume of 
skiers hadn't taxed it to the hilt. 
More and more people show up at 
Kimberley each year, drawn by deep 
piles of Purcell powder lavished over 
a vast hill with no altitude sickness. 
The blessing of warm winter weather 
is also a major factor; in fact, the 
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Local 
Rabbit Hill - 55cm base, Ocm of new snow, all lifts and runs open 
Snow Valley - 55cm base, Ocm of new snow, all lifts open 


Aiberta 

Castle Mt. - 74-270cm base, 29cm of new snow, all lifts and 59 runs open 

C.O.P - 50cm base, Ocm of new snow, all lifts open 

Fortress - 153-172cm base, 58cm of new snow, 5/5 lifts open 

Lake Louise - 170-247cm base, 21cm of new snow, all lifts open 

Marmot Basin - 100cm base, 31cm of new snow, 7 lifts and 84/84 runs open 

Mt. Norquay - 130-167cm base, 35cm of new snow, 5/5 lifts and 28/28 runs open 
Nakiska - 107cm of new snow, 26cm of new snow, 5/6 lifts and 32/32 runs open 
Sunshine - 220cm base, 34cm of new snow, 12 lifts and 107 runs open 


B.C. 

1 Apex - 152cm base, 67/67 trails and 5/5 lifts open 

Big White - 208cm base, 112/112 trails and 13/13 lifts open 

Chrystal Mt - Closed for the season 

Fernie - 247cm base, 4cm of new snow, 10/10 lifts and 75/107 runs open 
Kicking Horse - 176cm base, 31cm of new snow, 96/97 runs open 

~}| Kimberley - 112cm base, 18cm of new snow, 6 lifts and 75/75 runs open 
| Mt Washington - 302cm base, 50/50 trails and 8/8 lifts open 

Panorama - 116cm base, 18cm of new snow, 9/9 lifts and 117 runs open 
Powder King - 365cm base, 2/3 lifts and 24/24 trails open 

Powder Springs - 220cm base, 37cm of new snow all lifts and 26/26 trails open 
Red Mountain - 185cm base, Ocm of new snow, 4/5 lifts open 

Silver Star - 167cm base, 107/107 trails and 11/11 lifts open 

Sun Peaks - 152cm base, 10/10 lifts and 117/117 trails open 

Whistler Blackcomb - 223cm base, 33/33 runs and 200/200 trails open 
Whitewater - 230cm base, Ocm of new snow, all lifts open 


U.S.A. 

Big Mt - 216cm base, Ocm of new snow, 8/11 lifts and 88 runs open 

Big Sky - 203cm base, Ocm of new snow, 17/18 lifts and 150 trails open 
49 Degrees - 165cm base, Ocm of new snow, 58 runs open 

Great Divide Ski Area - 101cm base, 80/139 trails and 2/6 lifts open 
Lookout Pass - 182cm base, 0cm of new snow, 3/3 lifts and 23 runs open 
Mt Spokane - 50cm base, Ocm of new snow, 44/55 runs open 

Schweitzer Mt - 137cm base, Ocm of new snow, 5/6 lifts open 

Silver Mt- 177cm base, Ocm of new snow, 6/7 lifts open 

Sun Valley - 160cm base, Ocm of new snow, 19/19 lifts open 


All conditions accurate as of Mar. 24, 2004 
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By ALEXA LOO 


The Italian job 


Bardonecchia, the site for the 2006 
Olympic snowboard events, recently 
welcomed the snowboard World Cup 
finals. As a trial run for the 2006 games, 
the alpine ski, freestyle ski, cross-country 
and snowboard World Cup finals were 
all held concurrently at their respective 
sites within about an hour of each other 
in the Piedmont region of Italy. 

In the parking lot and at the base of 
the hill there were enough TV trucks, 
media and food tents to make you 
think an O.J. retrial was in progress. Ah, 
the food tent.... Yes, the Italians know 
food and they did a fantas- 
tic job feeding the athletes. 
While the tent itself might 
not have been big enough ~ 
to accommodate all us at 
lunchtime—which caused a 
lot of pushing, shoving and 
grumbling—the food itself 
was first-class. 

Like many European 
countries, Italy requires all 
able-bodied young men to 
put in one year of military 
service. So the army of peo- 
ple putting on the event 
here was, in fact, the army. Everywhere 
you looked, there were army guys wear- 
ing their fatigues and jaunty feathers in 
their green caps (real macaronis!) as 
they directed crowds or traffic. 

The athlete housing at the newly- 
built Best Western was quite nice, 
although | never did figure out how to 
adjust the temperature and | was mysti- 
fied that they hadn’t installed high-speed 
Internet in the rooms. Personally, i would 
have installed the high speed before 
installing a bidet, but that’s just me. 

The superpipe, however, looked 
immaculate, with walls perfectly 
shaped to launch riders high into the 
air. The snowboardcross course 
jammed a lot of features into one small 
course which made it imperative that 
riders remain on their toes or else find 
themselves tangled up in the fence. 

Once the snowboardcross event 
was finished, the Sno-Cats came out 
and mowed down the features in order 
to prepare the slope for the parallel 
giant slalom event. With a lot of work 
and some luck with the weather, the 
slope was ready for the PGS event on 
Saturday morning. We did the two runs 
of qualification on Saturday morning 
and then the finals on Sunday morn- 
ing—a system unique to this event. 

Those of us who didn’t qualify for the 
finals were able to drown our sorrows in 
the free beer at the rider’s party on Satur- 
day night in the party tent. The qualified 
riders had to discipline themselves and 
either stay home or go home early. 


Unfortunately for the Canadians, my 
23rd-place finish, Constance Boisvert’s 
29th place and Jerome Sylvestre’s 22nd 
place made us part of the party crew and 
left Jasey-Jay Anderson at home with the 
finals crew. Some of the other qualified 
riders still managed to party it up a little 
despite the early race the next morning. 
Daniela Meuli of Switzerland was seen 
leading the conga line and still got it 
together the next morning to take her 
eighth win of the season! 

After the race on Sunday, in which 
Jasey-Jay was the top Canuck, finishing 
fifth, we headed over to Sestrierres to 
watch the women’s alpine ski GS race. 
We cheered Allison Forsyth’s great sec- 
ond run. She narrowly missed the 
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Left to right: Norway’s Kari Traa, Canada s Steve 
Omischl, Austria’s Hermann Maier, France’s Julie 
Pomagalski and Canada’s Jasey-Jay Anderson 


podium and placed fifth. | guess fifth 
was the Canadian way that day. 

Once the race was over, the World 
Cup awards were presented to the win- 
ners. In each event, such as halfpipe, 
snowboardcross, moguls and so on, 
there is a cup winner. For each disci- 
pline, such as alpine skiing, cross-coun- 
try skiing, snowboard and freestyle 
skiing, there is an overall cup award. 
The awards are based on the cumula- 
tive point total from all the World Cup 
events the athlete competed in during 
the season. There is also a nation’s cup 
for the team that does the best during 
the season. The Austrian ski team took 
the nation’s cup for skiing and barely fit 
onto the stage to accept their award 
because there were so many of them! 
The Austrian men’s team is pretty big, 
both in numbers and in stature. 

After the nation’s cup award came 
the individual overall awards. Jasey-Jay 
was all smiles as he accepted his cup for 
the snowboard overall (his fourth overall 
win in as many years) and stood next to 
Hermann Maier, the men’s overall alpine 
champ. I’m not sure if he was happier to 
get the award or to get to stand next to 
the Herminator. Even superstars get 
starstruck. There was another Canadian 
onstage with them: Steve Omischl, who 
took the overall title for freestyle skiing. 

For the rest of us, it was pretty cool 
to spend the day soaking up the sun 
and rubbing shoulders with our fellow 
Canadians as well as the elite from ae 
other disciplines. © 


Alexa Loo races for Canada’s national snowboard team. 
For more information and race results throughout 


the season, go to www.fis-ski.com. 
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Kimberley 


Continued from page 13 


average winter temperature in Kim- 
berley is—get this—zero. 

Such an ideal setting couldn’t 
escape the attention of Resorts of the 
Canadian Rockies, who added Kimber- 
ley to its holdings in 1998. Since then, 
houses and hotels have been trans- 
forming the area. RCR is only halfway 
into its 10-year master plan, so the 
coming years are going to mean signifi- 
cant changes for the once-sleepy settle- 
ment. It used to exist for lead, zinc and 
silver; now it thrives on tourist gold. 


IN ADDITION TO the high-speed 
North Star, Kimberley has the Rosa 
and Easter triple chairs, the Tamarack 
double, a T-bar, two handle tows and 
a magic carpet. They lead to 70 runs 
covering 1,800 acres. To access this 
fabulous playground, the lifts can 
move 9,000 skiers per hour, accord- 
ing to marketing director Chris Elder. 
I thought that was nice to know, but 
by midweek, my buddy Ben and I 
certainly weren’t rubbing elbows 
with 9,000 people. 

There were lots of smiling faces at 
the base, but we often had entire runs 
to ourselves. In our two days there, 
we rode all the lifts, hit most of the 
slopes and picked a few favourites. 
Among them were the vast glades, 
which had enough space between the 
trees to allow intermediates to enjoy 
the twists without the muscle-tensing 
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dread that you’re going to wear the 
next pine right in the kisser. It’s easy 
to whip through the expansive Dean 
Glades, pop out of the trees for some 
groomed relaxation on Dean Left or 
Dean Right, then zip back into the 
trees once you've caught your breath. 
Knowing you're not trapped in the 
trees indefinitely is a great way to 
practice. I found similar conditions 
on the westernmost runs of Bound- 


ary, School House and Telegraph Line, 
which were groomed down the centre 
but had wide swaths of moguls and 
crud on the sides. That gave us as 
much black diamond as we wanted 
before seeking respite on the cor- 
duroy. As good as the skiing was, after 
several hours, we could hear soothing 
waters from hot tubs calling us like 


sirens singing on a wave-soaked rock. 
That “rock” was the Marriott's 
Trickle Inn, with its heated patio and 
outdoor pool, two hot tubs and, it 
turned out, several Brits. True to form, 
they tended to keep to themselves, not 
having been properly introduced. But 
they warmed up to our friendlier 
Canadian culture once we politely sug- 
gested that they drop their phony Brit 
accents because we knew they were 


really French. It turns out they make a 
North American ski trip every winter; 
last year, it was Colorado, but RCR’s 
marketing in the U.K. won them over 
and they were glad of it. Jolly good. 
Two of Kimberley’s finest features 
that we didn’t take advantage of were 
the awesome terrain park and night 
skiing. The terrain park, which is right 


under the North Star quad, consists of 
an immaculate halfpipe that looks like 
someone carved it with a micrometer 
and a paring knife. That's followed by 
one jump after another after another, 
large and small, high and low, steep 
and gradual. The park also has rails 
along the main descent as well as on a 
secondary run. There's enough variety 
for advanced boarders who want their 
flips and twists but also lots of options 


a) 


og 


for novices, who were clearly in the 
majority. Testing your body's limita- 
tions is essential to maturing teens 
and the park’s designers clearly had 
them in mind. There’s a reason med- 
ical personnel call terrain parks “trau- 
ma parks,” you know—the day is 
coming when boarders won't be 
allowed in the parks without helmets 


and some level of certification. In the 
meantime, Kimberley’s giving them 
the chance to learn with the easy stuff 
and advance as they’re ready. 

As for night skiing, the terrain 
park and Main Run off the North 
Star Express are open from 5:30 to 9 
p-m. Thursday to Saturday. 


NOW HERE'S a little secret about Kim- 
berley’s ski hill that only the locals 
know—but it is a secret, so you didn’t 
hear it from me. At the top of the ski 
area, just out of bounds, is a staff hang- 
out in an alpine clearing. Surrounded 
by a thick forest of pine and spruce, 
the sun-drenched hilltop clearing is an 
after-work gathering spot for all the 
staff and their friends. More than 100 
people can fit inside this ambitious lit- 
tle amphitheatre, which is dug out and 
built up by one longtime ski bum who 
never found anything better to do 
with his life. God bless him. 

Everyone’s welcome to the secret 
hideaway, but understandably, not 
everyone's invited. Here’s how to get 
there. When you disembark from the 
North Star Express high-speed quad, 
turn right and ski down Caper. 
Halfway down, board the Easter triple 
chair, which takes you to Ridgeway. 
Watch for the outcropping of rock, 
which is an abandoned mine entrance. 
There are lots of these landmarks, dat- 
ing back more than 100 years, and all 
of them are extremely unstable and 
unsafe. But the out-of-bounds party 
zone is worth it if you're lucky enough 
to get in good with a local. @ 
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All four properties feature: Free Evening 
Shuttle Service to downtown shops, 
restaurants and night clubs; The Best of 
Banff Discount book, providing exclusive 
discount offers to our guests from Banff's 
best Shops and restaurants; 
complimentary underground parking; and 
the Caribou Snow School, which provides 
private ski and snowboard lessons from 
some of Canada's best instructors. 
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Reservations: 1-800-563-8764 
www.bestofbanff.com 
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Jasper 


By COLIN CATHREA 


Save in Jasper reading the rental clas- 
sifieds. Well, half-reading and 
half-daydreaming. “Basement Suite: 
$400/month, Kitchen, laundry, sepa- 
rate entrance.” As I’ve done on many 
other occasions, I’m dreaming of not 
going back to the city. After all, I’ve 
had a few years of shitty luck. The 
weight of two lost jobs, the effort of 
starting over and an imminent midlife 
crisis are all pressing down upon me. 
Back in my 20s, I lived in Fernie, 
Kelowna, Canmore and Whistler. 
With nothing to tie down a young 
pro racer, the world-was my oyster— 
or at least my Kraft Dinner. But I’m 
not 20 anymore and if I want to 


[: standing in front of the Super- 


: 1 800.232.1 958 


Calgary 

Read Deer 
Edmonton 
Fort McMurray 


have a midlife crisis, I’m going to 
have one, dammit! So Ill give up the 
Harley Davidson and take an old 
four-by-four Chevy, a mountain 
bike, a kayak and a new set of tour- 
ing skis. A 40-year-old ski bum with 
a Visa Gold card. Hey, I could get hit 
by a bus tomorrow and miss out on 


life. I’d rather die in an avalanche. 
Friday night, I run into Loni Klet- 
tle, an old ski racing buddy who’s 
lived in Jasper her whole life. Loni is 
my age, but she’s in better shape 
than most 20-year-olds. “I still love 
to ski,” she says. “A lot! I’ve probably 
got in over 50 days this season,” 


Tossing my briefcase and 
pining for the mountains 


Mid-week, no lift lines and long days 
after good powder dumps. Hmmm, 
the management team up at Marmot 
is a great bunch and working there 
would provide a lift pass and some 
extra bucks. And it must be a good 
working environment because I see 
so many faces back every season. I 
used to drive an old 1970 LMC 
Thiokol groomer at Fortress Moun- 
tain. I could see myself in a new 
Bombardier with all the trimmings. 
Supplement that with a summer job 
and life could be good here. 


BUT WHAT'S JASPER’S FUTURE? 
Would this be a prime time to invest 
in property and put down roots? 
Growth is occurring, but at a Jasper 
(in other words, a national park) pace. 


Single or 
Double Row 
Seating 


Onboard 
Movies 


Things are slow this winter. Some 
businesses are just scraping by. One of 
my favourite restaurants in Jasper is 
closed for a few months. Fiddle River 
just didn’t have enough business to 
keep bringing in fresh fish every day. 
Regardless, where else in the world 
can you go to a ski destination with 
the beauty and splendour of Jasper 
and be virtually by yourself? Vacancy 


signs up and down the streets. Our 
room at the Whistlers Inn was spa- 
cious, clean and very reasonable to the 
pocketbook. Okay, so Marmot doesn’t 
have 40 feet of snow, but give me a 
decent base and four centimetres of 
fresh cover on a mountain where lift- 
lines are rare. What confounds me 
(and I’m easily confoundable) is Mar- 
mot’s commitment to continue devel- 


\, fall 
lines 


PB and rail jam 


By HART GOLBECK 


several departures daily: 


www.redarrow.ca 


Self-Serve 
Galley 


Self-Serve 
Hot or Cold 
Beverages 


“NEW 
SCHOOL 
TRAVEL 


Ask about our 
STUDENT TICKET PACK 
and our other great 
discount offers. 


The Volcom Peanut Butter and Rail Jam will be hitting the slopes at Lake Louise on 
March 27. It’s a rail contest with three parallel rail zones, a barbecue lunch and 
tons of prizes. Two age divisions will be open to competitors, 16 and younger and 
17 and older. It’s free to enter but there will be a limit to the number of contes- 
tants. The worst you can do is get a free lunch, but you should get there early for 
that. Registration starts at 8 a.m. in Louise’s Great Bear room. 


The lift bank 


If you check the latest lift operation time at the ski resort you're visiting, you'll 
probably find out that they’re open longer these days. Most operators have 
extended their days by half an hour and some are starting even earlier—all so you 
can enjoy those spring rays a little longer. 


Boards of the spring 


Local boarders looking for a little fun competition will be able to find it at Marmot 
the next couple of weekends. On March 28, the Freewheel Battle of the Boards will 
take place, and the following weekend, on April 3 and 4, the 17th annual Easy Rider 
Snowboard Cup hits the slopes. Call Marmot or Easy Rider for times and details. 


Bear essentials 


When, exactly, do grizzlies awake from their slumber? Not only is Kicking Horse a 
world-class resort, but now it also doubles as a grizzly bear refuge. Orphaned cubs 
Cari and Boo have been snoozing in manmade dens for the winter, but I’m sure_- 
they'll soon wake up and explore their 22-acre habitat. Spring skiers and boarders 
may be lucky enough to catch them emerging from their dens. Oh yeah, there is 
a fence around their enclosure! © : 
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oping new terrain, new lifts and new 
amenities. They've just completed a 
major renovation on the lower chalet 
and are applying for permission to 
build and expand again. They would 
love to build new lifts, like a six-pack 
chair that would whisk you to a mid- 
mountain offload area, where you 
could continue onto the top. Or how 
about a high-speed detachable that 
would replace the Knob chair and go 
right to the peak? This is arguably the 
best terrain in the basin and hundreds 
of people hike to the top every season. 
Marmot's new ownership consor- 
tium must have one of those “If we 
build it they will come” attitudes. But 
one of the biggest stumbling blocks 
they face is snowmaking. You need 
water to make snow, which means they 
need a standing reservoir up on the 
mountain to supply the machines. The 
mountain’s long-range plan will 
address this complicated issue with 
Parks Canada and would love to take 


advantage of the large runoff out of the 
basin and have just enough water to 
cover a few of the main runs and high- 
traffic areas. Once in the place, the sys- 
tem would allow for earlier openings 
and later closing dates. Pump- 
ing water from the valley floor 
from the Athabasca River is far 
too cost-prohibitive. The vol- 
ume of water that flows out of 
the basin is massive, so a hold- 
ing pond would make great 
sense, But “sense” is word that 
seems to elude the feds from 
time to time. 

Part of immediate expan- 
sion is the newly opened 
Outer Limits area. With the 
new snow overnight, I decided 
it was worth dropping into. If 
you keep going straight once you 
unload from the triple chair, Outer 
Limits drops off the back of the basin 
and provides a nice pitch of intermedi- 
ate/expert terrain. It’s marked black dia- 


‘THULE! 


CAR RACK SYSTEMS © 


oe 


mond, but I think that’s because you're 
in a backcountry environment, so it’s 
not really “experts only” terrain. For 
now, though, you'll need to perform a 
somewhat tedious traverse/push to get 


Cig! ae 
. 
Lonel 


valleys as far as the eye can see. This 
expansion will definitely go ahead 
when Parks Canada gives it the 
thumbs-up. 

The new owners and manage- 
ment of Marmot Basin have 
put together a long-term 15- 
year plan that they hope 
government policymakers 
will accept. Amalgamating 
buildings, restructuring park- 
ing areas and better drop-off 
points will help ease conges- 
tion and speed up the 
process of getting strapped 
in and getting verticai. 
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back to the lower lodge area, but Mar- 
mot hopes to put a lift in so visitors can 
access the entire backside. It really feels 
like a backcountry experience when 
you drop in here. Nothing but deep 
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A FEW OF US got together 
ait} over beers and started talking 

about the differences between 
ee and Banff. Most agreed that Banff 
was not the place to go in the summer. 
Some have decided that Banff has 
become overdeveloped and that the 
“mountain experience” is fading away. 
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Others disagreed, noting the number of 
ski resorts less than an hour away and 
the diversity of terrain. As forme, Jasper 
feels like a second home, and it always 
will. Walking through town at 10 p.m. 
when everything is quiet (except for the 
thumping bass coming out of the Atha 
B) is very refreshing. If you want to 
escape the rat race and take in the beau- 
ty and splendour of the Canadian Rock- 
ies, there’s no better place than Jasper. 

My teenage daughter and her 
friend ran into some local kids just 
hanging out downtown. The girls 
were just wandering around looking 
for something to do rather than sit 
around the hotel. The locals invited 
them over. Remember, ski towns are 
notorious for giving the cold shoul- 
der to outsiders. Gorbies or bush 
party locations were disclosed, the 
best hangouts were discussed and 
they got a warm welcome in a small 
town. Jasper is different. I would love 
to live here one day. © 
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it was intended. A \*) 
JASPER'S ONLY FM STATION = Ww . 
THE BEST MUSIC. 
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THE BEST OF EVERYTHING. YOURSELF) SMELIS 
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SAMTOGPM. SUNDAY a nis 
rp pte JASPER'S ONLY 
WALKWAY ACROSS FROM STEAM ENGINE NON-SMOKING BAR 

CONNAUGHT DANE, JASPER 

TELEPHONE: 1-888-242-3343 


Great food. Great people. 
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= ase Caw Wp 
For your outdoor 
sports § activitles | tl 
Located tn the centre of the village aS Outdoor Rooftop Hot tub : 
adjacent to shops, dining, activi a ; Great Restaurant and Pub Fare 


great package rates § promotions 
Toll free 1-800-661-7343 Rates starting from 


www.astoriahotel.com 


y 
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. WC / Toll Free 1-800-282-9919 
Wonderful ie By Nature. Email info@whistlersinn.com 


A Heritage Hotel since 1929 ~ 510 Patricia St. Jasper, ABe (780) 852-3386 
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WINTER ’03 -’04 
Book now to take advantage of 
these great new offers! 


Check out our great new winter 
program ... 


oN 342 
Mon-Fri 1 > Gays = the price of 2 


Package includes a 3 day lift ticket 
All room rates for Sat. Sun and Mon with 
. Monday's ticket being 
include a 


I 
CONTINENTAL free!! 


\ccommodation is for Fri, Sat, with 


BREAKFAST! Sun night's accommodation at 
70% off 


rack rate ... 


eagle ridge 


Jasper National Park, AB marmot basin, sh 


JER LIFTS 
Phone: 780-852-4461 <A LIF Tiss 


Fax: 780-852-5916 
www.jasperinn. com 


Shaiya oral eet JASPER, ALBERTA 1-866-952-3816 skimarmot.com 


JASPER’S GREAT INDOORS! 
AMAZING PACKAGES! seme 


PACKAGES 
* SPRING BED & BREAKFAST T PACKAGES ES FROM on S5 4! 00== 
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Call today for reservations or icsor or check our website! 
LHE SAWRIDGE ¢ Prices are per person per night, 


_INN AND CONFERENCE CENTRE * Based on double occupancy, 
82 CONNAUGHT DRIVE * Taxes apply. 


¢ Aeroplan Points awarded per stay. 


JASPER, AB. 


1-800-661-6427 Sere Aéroplan 


WWW.SAWRIDGEJASPER.COM 5ooe 
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restaurant 


four rooms 
restaurant and lounge 


ey IM) S 102 ave. - 100a st. 


137 edmonton city centre east 


426-4767 


Pug) lounge 


mar 25, 26 & 27 


9261-34 Avenue M-F 


450-3330 


EDM 


* SPECIAL LUNCH BUFFET «+ 


ONTONS.M 


johanna sillan 


friday april 2 


ann vriend 
emily jordan 
steve pineo 


keith glass 


saturday april 3 


kelly alanna 
christian mena 
kyla sandulak 
johanna sillanpaa 


and aaron young 


Daily 


Bi Th * eed ie 


OS 
KOREAN CUISINE 


MON - FRI / only $9.95 
11:30'AM = 2:00 PM 


e EVENING B.B.Q. BUFFET ¢ 
EVERYDAY 5-10 PM / $17.95 
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ING * 
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GINSENG 


RESTAURANT 


5:00 pm 10:00 pm 
11:30 am - 2:00 pm 
Weekend Reservations Recommended 
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Price per person, before tax and tip 


$ —Less than $10 
$$ —$10to $20 
$$$ —$20 to $30 
$$$$ —$30 and up 


BILLINGSGATE SEAFOOD MARKET 
AND LIGHTHOUSE CAFE 

7331-104 St. * 433-0091 

5506 Tudor Glen (St. Albert) * 460-2222 
The smell of sea-dwelling lifeforms fills 
the air, and the East Coast music in the 
background makes me feel as though 
I’ve been suddenly transported to the 
Rock. I’m searching for the words to 
describe the dining area, a compact sec- 
tion featuring artistic depictions of fish 
and unsurprisingly, lighthouses. Then it 
hits me: "rustic oceanic atmosphere." 
(Okay, so that’s what it says on the 
menu. So sue me.) Speaking of menus, 
I’m loving the Lighthouse’s lunch edi- 
tion. The level of sophistication is greater 
than I'd anticipated, what with the red 
Peruvian trout and Cajun prawn pizza. 
And the dinner menu is even more in- 
depth, featuring a list of stuff that makes 
my mouth water—paella, Hawaiian big- 
eye tuna, bouillabaisse and California 
striped bass with a mandarin fennel 
glaze. Very nice. And the wine list seems 
reasonably priced, too—| see a bottle of 
Australian Rosemount shiraz-cabernet is 
$23 and | know the same bottle will run 
you about $14 or so in the liquor store, 
so Billingsgate obviously isn’t going crazy 
with the markup. Being the soup junkie 
that | am, | start off with a-small bowl of 
lobster bisque. The lovely orange mix- 
ture is described as having been pre- 
pared in the traditional French style, with 
cognac, cream and rich lobster broth. 
Topped with some finely chopped fresh 
parsley, it’s incredibly flavourful. Rich yes, 
but it doesn’t weigh me down at all, 
which is good because | have a pickerel 
fillet on the way. (Note: you can get a 
bigger portion of the bisque as a meal. | 
saw one come out of the kitchen. Huge.) 
"That’s a good choice," the server tells 
me as | order the fish, prepared in a tan- 
gerine butter and served with green 
apple relish. The large, colourful plate 
features the northern Alberta pickerel, a 
side of rice and a medley of vegetables. 
Not just your cheap, run-of-the-mill veg- 
gies, either, but a mix of red pepper, 
snow peas, zucchini, cauliflower, broc- 
coli, carrots and squash. The pickerel is 
good and tender, the white meat flaking 
apart as you gently prod it with the fork. 
I’m missing something, though. And 
unfortunately, it doesn’t dawn on me 
until later that there was no green apple 
relish on the side. Damn. It would’ve 
tasted great with the pickerel... which is 
probably why it appears on the menu in 
the first place, right? Still, | douse the fish 
with some lemon and it’s just fine. Aver- 
age Price: $$$ (Reviewed 11/13/03) 


THE BLUE NILE ETHIOPIAN CUISINE 
10875-98 St * 428-5139 

As | walk up to the front door of the Blue 
Nile, | feel like I’m entering someone’s 
home. Colourful flowers line the walk- 
way and the tiny patio out front is like 
the stoop of a house. Blue Nile’s menu 
has just 10 items (none of them costing 
more than over $10) so it’s easy to make 


a decision and feel good about it. | con- 
sider the doro wat, a traditional Ethiopi- 
an chicken stew, and the ritfo, very rare 
chopped beef with spiced butter, mitmi- 
ta (a special red pepper sauce) and 
homemade cottage cheese, but the 
combo platter makes the most sense 
since it offers a wide assortment of dishes 
to explore. There’s a beef dish (named 
either kay wat or alicha wat, and I’m 
afraid I’m not sure which), shiro wat (a 
ground pea mash with onions, tomatoes 
and green peppers), tikel gomen (cab- 
bage, potato and carrots simmered in a 
mild sauce with ginger, garlic, onion and 
green pepper), yeabesha gomen 
(steamed spinach) and a small portion of 
the Blue Nile house salad. We also 
ordered some ye bag wat, lamb braised 
in the common red pepper sauce. Every- 
thing is placed in a mesob, a large 
woven basket that partitions all the items 
into small servings. The bottom of the 
mesob is lined with injera and the food is 
carefully placed atop it. Our server brings 
the lamb out in a separate bowl and 
spoons it into the centre of the basket, 
creating a layout that resembles an 
artist’s palette. Just as colourful, too. The 
ye bag wat is especially tasty, with a fiery 
kick that doesn’t overpower. We also 
really like the ground pea, which looks 
like a glob of yellow humus, and the 
steamed spinach, which reminds me of 
how my mother would cook greens like 
Swiss chard—it’s bitter but very tender 
and nicely complemented by the pieces 
of injera. Average Price: $$ (Reviewed 
09/25/03) 


BUL-GO-GI HOUSE 

8813-92 St. ¢ 466-2330 

My buddy Colin and | were up for some 
Korean barbecue so we did what any 
sensible Edmontonian would and head- 
ed towards Bonnie Doon. The Bul-Go- 
Gi House has been serving up fantastic 
fare for decades, in the process becom- 
ing a local institution. Even if you were 
completely unaware of the establish- 
ment’s distinguished history, you’d 
know immediately upon entering that 
it’s been around for a while—the wood 
paneling on the walls and the banquet 
room chairs indicate that an interior 
designer has never come within a mile 
of the premises. Yet the vibe is good. "I 
want some pork," Colin says as he flips 
through the menu, taking full advan- 
tage of the fact that his vegetarian wife 
is out of town for work. Done and 
done. We quickly decide on the pork 
chops, and since we’re also in need of 
some noodles, we go with the Be-Been- 
Cham-Pong, a hot and spicy dish with 
veggies and an assortment of meat and 
seafood. The hot pots sound incredible 
and | ask the waiter for the Dae-Goo- 
Mae-Woon-Tang, a spicy soup with 
black cod. The food comes in what 
seems like a heartbeat, which is perfect 
because I’m famished. We spoon out a 
little of everything from the ample plat- 
ters. Then | have at the hot pot, digging 
the ladle down deep so | can scoop up 
some of the lovely black cod at the bot- 
tom. The broth is an incredibly vibrant 
orange colour and it’s as pleasing to the 
palate as it is to the eye. The taste of 
the fish is distinct amongst the tofu, 
cabbage, mushrooms and zucchini but 
it’s not overpowering. Really nice, 
though really hot. Orange seems to be 


a theme with our meal—the barbecue 
pork chops sport a similar bright hue. | 
know some of the ingredients that typi- 
cally go into Korean barbecue—soy, 
sesame oil and toasted sesame seeds— 
but | have no idea what they used to 
get the colour. A spice? A sauce in the 
marinade? Who knows? But there’s a 
richness to it that seems magnified 
when you get a bite that contains some 
fat. It’s excellent. Average Price: $$ 
(Reviewed 03/18/04) 


CAFE ORLEANS 

12208-Jasper Ave ¢ 452-3160 

The menu at Café Orleans has a wide 
variety of standard N’awlins-style food, 
which always turns my culinary crank. 
Kate starts with a spicy chicken salad, 
while | can’t take my eyes off the 
chicken and sausage gumbo. A cup is 
$4.95 but the bowl costs just a buck 


—more, and I’ve always been a sucker 


for the upsell. I’m soon having second 
thoughts about my decision, but not 
because the gumbo isn’t satisfactory— 
on the contrary, the thick, hearty, 
ultra-spicy mix is a real attention-get- 
ter, leaving my nose a little runny and 
my nasal passages incredibly clear— 
but strictly because of its size. | take a 
few big swigs of my Buffalo draft to 
combat the lingering burn. The spicy 
chicken salad is generally a hit too, the 
crunchy candied pecans offering a tex- 
tural balance with the tender, fiery 
chicken. One small beef about the 
salad: the orange vinaigrette is on the 
watery side and pools up on the bot- 
tom of the plate. Somewhere in the 
middle of the evening, it feels as 
though the ceiling is caving in. We 
speculate wildly as to what’s going on 
until | remember that Arthur Murray's 
is directly overhead and Fridays are 
apparently a big night in Edmonton’s 
dance class scene. The pounding sub- 
sides quickly and before | know it, our 
blackened lamb rack and rice and 
beans are at the table. The lamb, 
served with a cinnamon-flavoured 
sauce, is awesome—tender and per- 
fectly medium rare with that strong, 
distinctive taste. As for the rice and 
beans... well, it’s not the vegetarian 
dish | had imagined, what with the 
pieces of smoky-tasting sausage 
accompanying it. Not that | have a 
problem with that. We’ve already 
decided that the bread pudding is a 
must.-It’S a relatively light and deli- 
cious version of the renowned sweet, 
unlike the horrible clump of dense 
bread | sampled a few years back at 
one of the more popular downtown 
steakhouses. Average Price: $$-$$$ 
(Reviewed 02/16/04) 


DARIEN’S COCKTAILS 

AND FINE FOODS 

5552 Calgary Trail South (Plaza 55) ° 
439-8675 

Darien puts a lot of serious effort into his 
wings. He tells me his exclusive mix of 
spices for the various flavours on the 
menu is completely secret—he doesn’t 
even tell the kitchen staff what they con- 
sist of. The variations are numerous: 
BBQ, honey garlic, teriyaki, salt and pep- 
per, lemon and pepper, Cajun. Then 
you get into the heat: there’s mild, 
medium and hot, and then you cross 
over into an entirely different realm with 
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Senses working Overtime 


Relocated 
roadhouse satisfies 
both eyeballs and 
tastebuds 


By DAVID DiICENZO 


s game time approaches, the new 
Ppoverione South at Whitemud 
rossing begins to pack the peo- 
ple in. Oiler fans swarm into the 
establishment to watch the boys try 
and grind out another win in an 
effort to snatch one of those last 
couple playoff spots. (And probably 
a date with Dallas, right?) There’s 
some serious anticipation in the air. 
I’ve been to the downtown Over- 
time in the past but this version, 
once home to‘a Scruffy Murphy’s, is 
definitely different. Sure, the numer- 
ous TVs and comfy little alcoves to 
relax in with friends are the same, 
and the Kevin Lowe paraphernalia is 
visible—a framed Team Canada jer- 
sey belonging to the Oil GM and 
part owner hangs at the bar. But 
other than the mini-humidor, the 


swank meter hardly registers and | 


there’s a noticeable absence of done- 
up cougars looking to sink their sea- 
soned claws into a willing suit 
downing a few after-work beverages. 

No, this is a more proletariat 
crowd—couples, dudes in ballcaps 
and beer. 

Another thing that’s different is 
the food. I recall a relatively in- 
depth, upscale bar-food menu at the 
downtown digs but Overtime 
South... Well, I’m pretty sure it’s the 
old Scruffy’s menu. There’s your typ- 


ical roadhouse fare of finger foods 
and sandwiches, with a Guinness pie 
and all-day Irish breakfast thrown in 
for good measure. I’m somewhat 
tempted by the latter, which has 
eggs, sausages; blood pudding, Irish 
soda bread and tomatoes, but I bail. 
Kate’s along for the ride and tells me 
to order whatever | want, that she’ll 
be fine with my decision. Over the 
years, I’ve learned that these are 
often hollow words. 

I point to the chicken curry on 
rice and before I even open my 
mouth, she says, “Anything but 
that one.” 

Alrighty then. 


| [RESTAURANTS 


The waitress lets us know that 
wings and mussels are on special and 
we end up trying some of each. I’m 
still gun-shy when it comes to 
wings, thanks to my unforgettable 
recent experience with the Thermo- 
Nuclear Meltdowns at Darien’s. We 
simply get a pound of medium 
wings, on for just $3.50—a great deal 
in itself but carrots, celery and dips 
are extra. I wanna know exactly 
when it became fashionable to sepa- 
rate such natural items? That stuff 
should always come with my wings, 
but hey, it’s still cheap. Mussels, 
served in a white wine cream sauce, 
are half-price. For a mere five bucks, 
you get a nice-sized bowl with a cou- 
ple hunks of focaccia for dipping. 

“T like the sauce,” Kate says of 
the plump wings. “It’s buttery. And I 
like the mussels too.” 


I agree. The wings actually have 


a good amount of meat on them, 
unlike many places that serve dis- 
graceful, bony little things for their 
specials. Nothing at all wrong with 
the mussels either; the white wine 
cream concoction has ample flavour, 
and the focaccia is surprisingly good. 
Nowhere near the same neighbour- 
hood as my mother’s, but light and 
airy nonetheless. 


THE GAME STARTS sometime in the 
middle of our fish and chips and I 
notice the Oilers still have some jump 
even though they've been emptying 
the tank of late. It’s inspiring. Kate 
and I split the two ample pieces of 
fish and divvy up the ultra-thin deep- 
fried potato slices that represent the 
“chips” half of the equation. I actual- 
ly prefer them to fries because I figure 
that in the end, we wind up eating a 
lot less saturated potato. 

The menu offered two desserts 
(cheesecake and a massive pan-fried 
cookie) but we decide to-sip our 
drinks instead and catch the rest of 
the period, which the Oilers cap by 
taking a late 1-0 lead over the Kings. 
The place is bedlam when Pisani 
finds the net. 

I was a little unsure of things 
when I first walked into Overtime 
South. It wasn’t what I initially envi- 
sioned and the menu seemed like a 
step down from the original location. 
But you know what? The place is very 
similar to the Oil throughout this 
courageous stretch drive in March. 

Better than expected. © 


OVERTIME SOUTH 
Whitemud Crossing (4211-106 St) 
485-1717 
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Chernobyl, Meltdowns and the mack 
daddy of ‘em all, the Thermo-Nuclear 
Meltdowns, which are served with—no 
word of a lie—plastic gloves and a waiv- 
er. Our group discusses wing protocol 
and decide that the six of us will go with 
some of the tamer varieties before we 
jump into a couple dozen Chernobyls 
and then a dozen Thermo-Nuclear Melt- 
downs. We safely dance through the 
preliminary round but fear grips the 
table in anticipation of the killer wings.to 
come. We all sign the waiver, where- 
upon Darien brings the wings over per- 
sonally. (He’s the only one who makes 
the Thermo-Nuclear Meltdowns, by the 
way.) | can’t say I’ve ever smelled such a 
scent—it’s reminiscent of death. We suit 
up with the gloves and John goes for it. 
Steve does the same soon after, and fol- 
lowing a helluva lot of deliberation, | 
munch on a drummie. How to describe 
the taste? Well, John, immediately 
begins to sweat. Steve is making alarm- 
ing sounds I’ve never heard him make 
and I'm genuinely scared for him. As for 
me, the burn is beyond anything I’ve 
ever experienced before. Tears flow from 
my eyes and saliva builds up in my 
mouth at a sickeningly quick pace. 
Thankfully, we had milk with us, which 
was orfe of Darien’s tips. Water and beer 
only add to the pain, he told us—a little- 
known fact that you’d do well to keep in 
mind if you’re masochistic enough to try 


a Thermo-Nuclear Meltdown yourself. 
Average Price: $$ (Reviewed 03/04/04 


82 BBQ AND NOODLE HOUSE 
9118-82 Ave * 448-9988 

With the growing tickle in my throat let- 
ting me know sickness would overtake 
me soon, | decided | needed a big, spicy 
bowl of some type of Asian soup. Steve 
had heard there was a new noodle house 
down Whyte—and it seemed like the per- 
fect remedy to the evil brewing inside 
me. The menu is packed with all sorts of 
standard Chinese fare and it’s too bad 
we're just a pair popping in for a quick 
bite because the BBQ duck dinner for 
four (at what seems like a reasonable 
$65.75) looks tasty. Instead, we split a 
few dishes: the empire chicken, a BBQ 
pork chow mein and, to curb my spicy 
soup craving, a medium-sized bowl of 
the seafood hot and sour concoction. The 
server brings me a huge pot of loose leaf 
jasmine tea, helping me soothe the irrita- 
tion in my throat prior to the main event. 
The food arrives quickly, starting with the 
soup. This hot and sour version has your 
typical tofu and strands of thinly sliced 
Chinese mushrooms, along with peas, 
shredded carrots, calamari and baby 
shrimp in an ultra-thick, almost gelatinous 
broth. For the short while that the soup 
remained hot (temperature-wise), my 
throat feels much better. After getting 
through a bowl or two each, the empire 
chicken and the chow mein arrive. The 
former, served on a small, oval platter 
with breaded chicken chunks, mush- 


rooms, green peppers, carrots, water 
chestnuts, baby corns and peanuts, is 
supposed to be spicy. (It had the little red 
chilis beside the name on the menu, for 
Crissakes.) It’s good, yes, but provides lit- 
tle in the way of a kick. | have to be hon- 
est—I wasn’t too impressed with the 
chow mein platter, either. The amount of 
BBQ pork amongst the bok choy and 
other veggies looks scant and upon fur- 
ther digging, we find our initial assess- 
ment to be correct. | did like the crunchy 
noodles, however, a nice contrast to the 
rest of the dish. Average Price: $ 
(Reviewed 01/08/04) 


FLAVOURS MODERN BISTRO 
10354-82 Ave + 439-9604 

You want brave? Try opening a restau- 
rant a few weeks before Christmas, 
which is exactly what the owners of 
Flavours Modern Bistro have done on 
the famous Old Strathcona stretch. Sure, 
you get the Christmas push, but January 
is downtime for most establishments. 
Then again, there’s a reason rents on 
Whyte are so high: never-ending traffic. | 
walked into Flavours (kudos to them on 
the inclusion of the "u," by the way), the 
former location of the Bagel Tree, and 
was immediately impressed by the look 
of the swanky new spot, what with the 
cozy blue chairs, dark hardwood décor 
(both tables and floor) and the high ceil- 
ing complete with oddly-shaped alcoves 
on the walls. | have an intelligent, con- 
cise menu in front of me, offering a 
selection of salads, apps, “flavourwiches” 
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and a few tasty-looking entrées (oh, and 
two varieties of eggs Benedict)..1 almost 
bite on the braised lamb shanks with a 
white bean and lentil ragout but | always 
get lamb, so | go instead for the chicken 
pancetta sandwich (sorry, flavourwich), 
featuring a grilled chicken breast, 
pancetta, smoked mozzarella with a 
roasted red pepper and garlic mayo on 
multi-grain bread. Basically, it’s a high- 
end "club." In a fowl mood himself, 
Steve selects the five-pecan crusted 
chicken, a real earthy-looking dish that 
was served with a brown pommery 
mustard sauce. More people begin to 
file in and | decide that Flavours is a solid 
addition to Whyte’s dining scene and 
not just because people are trudging 
along in minus-40 weather to get there. 
| can’t think of many, if any, places on 
the strip that combine such an obvious 
level of sophistication with so little in the 
way of pretension and overly expensive 
items. The well-proportioned dishes top 
out at about $16 or $17 while the top 
price on the wine list is about $40 or so, 
instead of a starting point. You could 
easily spend more for less. Average 
Price: $$ (Reviewed 01/29/04) 


IL PORTICO 
10012-107 St * 424-0707 
Six years in the River City and I'd never 
given this house of reputedly choice Ital- 
ian cuisine a go. | can’t get over the 
complexity of the menu, which deserves 
some in-depth description. From tanta- 
lizing apps like the beef carpaccio with 
fresh arugula and white truffle oil, right 
through to wildly creative entrées such 
as the pan-roasted, corn-fed, free-range 
chicken breast with lemon and rose- 
mary, porcini mushroom risotto, parme- 
san fried zucchini and sundried tomato 
dressing, it all looks so inviting. Our 
attentive server, who has a fairly overt 
swagger and air of confidence that | fig- 
ure pretty much comes with the territo- 
ry, brings us two plates of olive oil and 
balsamic vinegar and some delicious 
crunchy bread to start. There’s eight of 
us at the table but he suggests we pace 
ourselves and begin with the appetizer 
platter for four. And what a fantastic 
spread it is. The fried calamari is accom- 
panied by a piquant dip, while the rest 
of the plate features bruschetta, mixed 
olives and a bevy of grilled treats, includ- 
ing prawns, Italian sausage, vegetables 
(eggplant, portobello mushroom and 
yellow zucchini) and a magnificent 
grilled radicchio starter stuffed with 
mozzarella and prosciutto. | see a couple 
of the popular pastas further down the 
table, one with linguine and a copious 
amount of shrimp, and another penne 
version with tenderloin tips and mush- 
rooms in a spicy tomato sauce. |, like a 
few others, decide on the mahi tuna 
special. The pepper-encrusted steak is 
seared to medium rare perfection and 
placed on a bed of mashed potatoes, 
green beans and finely shredded carrots, 
which resembles a little nest. A thin but- 
ter cream sauce encircles the entire set 
of items on my plate and makes for a 
lovely presentation. We only order two 
sweets in total, but both are showstop- 
pers. At one end is the cappuccino 
creme brulée with Frangelico whipped 
cream and a chocolate biscotti. | take a 
pass on anything featuring chocolate, 
but only because | have a hunch that the 
limoncello sorbetto, with a raspberry 
vanilla bean consommé and iced blue- 


berries, will offer one helluva clean finish. 
Average price: $$$-$$$$ (Reviewed 
02/26/04) p ae 


LEMONGRASS CAFE 

10417-51 Ave + 413-0088 

| was driving around aimlessly for a 
good hour, spotting nothing but 
"CLOSED" signs, before pulling up to the 
Lemongrass Café, a tasteful little Viet- 
namese place. Thankfully, it was open— 
the better half in the passenger seat gets 
awful grumpy when she’s real hungry. 
We were seated in a deuce up against 
the camel-coloured walls and dove right 
into the menus. | considered choosing 
something from the interesting drink 
menu, be it a green tea-laced martini or 
a Nhau vo sake Caesar but we didn’t 
have the time. Need food—now. Kate 
and | figured we,d pick one main dish 
each, while | made the executive deci- 
sion to start with some spicy kimchee 
and a special Southwestern Vietnamese 
noodle soup. Our capable waiter laid 
down the dishes—a plate of lemon 
chicken and a neat-looking vegetarian 
option, tofu with mango and apple in a 
spicy red curry. Oh, and some perfectly 
cooked fluffy rice. The crispy pieces of 
chicken were topped with a sweet, 
lemony glaze. Nothing fancy, but it sure 
hit the spot. And I really loved the vege- 
tarian dish. The tofu still had some tex- 
ture to it despite swimming in the lovely, 
rich curry. It included a few different 
types of apple chunks, though | didn’t 
find much mango in it—just a little bite 
every now and then. I’m assuming the 
sweetness of the fruit was designed to 
counteract the fire of the curry and it all 
worked wonderfully together. (It was 
just fantastic spooned over the rice.) Our 
dessert, chocolate and pecan spring 
rolls, arrived atop a white, shell-shaped 
plate with three balls of lichee, a small 
dollop of whipped cream with a mint 
leaf and a tiny bowl of ginger coconut 
caramel glaze for dipping. This was a 
small masterpiece. I’d never seen a 
dessert like it and the taste was incredi- 
ble—rich chocolate, melded with the 
pecans and paper-thin layers of the 
crispy spring roll, still hot. Average 
Price: $$ (Reviewed 08/28/03) 


LEVA 

11053-86 Ave ¢ 433-LEVA 

As soon as | walk into Leva, my eyes lock 
on the impressive-looking Sicilian canno- 
lis behind the counter—! haven’t seen 
old-school pastries like that in a long, 
long time. | instantly decide that after a 
relaxing, late afternoon bite, I'll be trying 
one. The main menu items are things like 
homemade thin-crust pizzas and 
tramezzinis, which are grilled sandwich- 
es. But | notice some unique items too, 
like the biscottis—lemon pistachio or 
anise-flavoured. Very cool. There's also a 
nice array of imported beers and Italian 
wines, like the Nipozzano Chianti, a fan- 
tastic choice I’ve enjoyed on a few occas- 
sions. | go with the chicken pesto 
tramezzini and ask for a side of green 
bean salad. Antonio, the guy who seems 
to run the joint, tells me they’re out, so | 
go for the potato salad. He says 1'll like it. 
The tramezzini is incredible and |’ll tell 
you why: I’ve had the chicken and pesto 
combo at other places and usually it’s 
chicken loaf that comes with it. Not at 
Leva. Real, tender chicken breast, sliced 
thinly, combined with a tasty pesto and 
cheese. (I believe Antonio said it was 
Edam.) And the perfectly spherical scoop 
of potato salad is excellent—Antonio has 
left the skin on the potatoes, which | like, 


and he’s mixed in a few artichokes too. 
He’s also finished it all off with a drizzle of 
Olive oil and some grated cheese on top. 
Average Price: $ (Reviewed 10/02/03) 


MILL CREEK CAFE 

9562-82 Ave * 439-5535 

Other than a bevy of nice-looking 
sweets and baked goods, sandwiches 
are pretty much the order of the day at 
Mill Creek Café. Kate orders the Mon- 
treal smoked meat sandwich, while | 
eventually get around to choosing the 
salmon salad. Then come the ques- 
tions. "Swiss, cheddar or cream 
cheese?" the counter girl asks. Kate says 
Swiss, | say cream. "Tomato, cucumber 
and sprouts?" Yup. "Pickles?" Sure. 
"Hot, honey or Dijon mustard?" Kate 
says yes to the former and after a bit of 
deliberation, | pass, figuring there’s no 
need to add mustard to the salmon. 
"Mayo and butter?" Neither. Mill Creek 
bakes everything fresh each day and as 
| attempt to wrap my mouth around 
the massive slices of grainy whole 
wheat bread with pieces of carrot in it, | 
think to myself that it looks awfully 
inviting. | had taken note of the fact 
that Kate asked for hot mustard and | 
patiently awaited her reaction. Sure 
enough, it came. "Whoa," she says after 
the first or second bite. It’s actually real- 
ly hot stuff—I try a nibble and some of 
the mustard actually burns a small nick 
on my lip. These sandwiches are huge 
and because baked goods are in our 
immediate future, we pack up the 
remainders and head back to the 
counter. This time, I’m only slightly 
more decisive—a piece of chocolate 
cherry loaf (a mere buck and change) 
and a slice of lemon meringue pie, 
though the chocolate peanut butter 
bars were crying out at me, Average 
Price: $ (Reviewed 12/04/03) 


SCHANKS ATHLETIC CLUB 

9927-178 St * 444-2125 

"The thing | love about Schanks," my 
friend Steve says, "is that other than the 
track, there’s not a bigger cavalcade of 
problem gamblers anywhere." How 
prophetic. Just as we sit down in front of 
one of the many massive TV screens with 
the game on (they have the sound up for 
the NFL tilt as opposed to the CFL playoff 
game, which in a way is too bad), | can’t 
help but notice the freakshow going on 
one table over. The guy in question is 
wearing a leather tricoloured Miami Dol- 
phins hat, his dirty jeans are wide open 
and his ample gut is hanging out, and in 
between nervously sipping coffee, haul- 
ing on cigarettes and choosing plays on 
his QB1 machine, he appears to be rub- 
bing himself down, head included, with 
a bottle of Absorbine Jr. But ¥m more 
chuffed about the meager order of hot, 
boneless wings that we start out with. 
Nine bucks and there’s nothing more 
than a handful of overdone, deep-fried 
chicken chunks with some hot sauce and 
a side of ranch. Luckily, one my super- 
stars has already scored a touchdown so 
I'm in a good mood, just like the hard- 
core Canadian fans celebrating 
Saskatchewan's route of Winnipeg. The 
quality slightly improves with the next 
round of eats. | go with the peppercorn 
Jack burger, while Steve tries the spolum- 
bo submarine sandwich. | haven’t had a 
burger in a while, so it’s a treat to sink 
into the big patty, which was seasoned 
with—get this—"course" pepper and a 
Jack Daniels barbecue sauce. | wonder for 
a second if the typo was on purpose. 


Nah. My mixed greens on the side have 
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about as much spring as the Blue 
Bombers offence, but the crispy order of 
kettle chips makes up for it. The home- 
made chips are nice and hot, served with 
a bowl of a real spicy onion, cream 
cheese dip. It’s definitely the "play of the 
day" in this highlight package. Average 
Price: $ (Reviewed 11/06/03) 


SMOKEY JOE’S HICKORY 
SMOKEHOUSE 

15135 Stony Plain Road o 413-3379 

| figure—er, | mean, | reckon—Smokey 
Joe's was conceived as a replica of old- 
fashioned prairie cuisine, or at least an 
homage to it. License plates from all 
over the continent dot the walls and the 
menu, bound in wood, has headings like 
"Samwiches" and "Young Un’s Dinners." 
The ranch theme is a little schmaltzy but 
for a guy soon to vacate the province, 
it's enough to bring a small tear to my 
eye. The coolest thing has to be the pink 
butcher paper they use for tablecloths— 
that’s a nice touch. My comedic dining 
buddy Steve is along for this trail ride 
and he busts a gut when he spots the 
veggieburger on the menu. "I bet you 
it’s never been ordered," he says. Well, 
neither of us are gonna be the first so 
instead, we put all our eggs in one high- 
cholesterol basket: the sampler for two. 
It includes, in no particular order, two 
roasted quarter chickens, pork ribs, 
turkey, ham, beef and two of Smokey 
Joe’s famous ultra-hot wings. Oh, and 
garlic toast. "We're out of wings tonight 
so I'll give you another quarter chicken. 
Is that okay?" our host asks. Deal! You 
get your choice of three sides with the 
sampler so Steve and | agree on corn- 
bread, beans and potato salad. | don’t 
notice much green anywhere in the 
restaurant so we see no sense in having 
any on our plate, Back a century ago, a 
cowboy wouldn't have been clamouring 
for a side salad, right? | swear there’s a 
strained look on our server's face as she 
lugs out the plate with what Steve refers 
to as "a pile of meat" on it. "There, go 
wild," she says. All of the homemade 
barbecue sauces are lined up in front of 
us—Smokey Joe’s sells them on the 
premises, along a variety of the meats, 
including jerky—and it’s time to get to 
work. On this snowy, frigid night, the 
platter gives me a much-needed dose of 
summertime. The spicy taste of the 
smoked meats, the richness of the beans 
and the creamy potato salad make me 
forget that it got dark at 4:30 p.m. that 
day. Average Price: $$-$$$ (Reviewed 
12/11/03) 


TROPIKA MALAYSIAN CUISINE 
6004-104 St ¢ 439-6699 

As we meet up in the front entrance of 
Tropika and I’m amazed by how 
packed it is this jumping Friday night. 
I've been here before and | loved it— 
but that visit was quite some time ago. 
Years, in fact, and it seems Tropika’s 
gotten a lot more popular since then. 
And why not? With the straw awning 
Over the bar, the big woven chairs 
reserved for VIPs and the Hawaiian 
shirts on the waitstaff, it’s like island 
Party central in here. Before we even 
look at the tantalizing food menu, we 
giggle at the depth and variety of the 
drink list. Doctor Funk (and Doctor 
Funk’s Sun, made with 151 rum), Belli- 
ni, Scorpion—they all look good. Birth- 
day boy John finds his groove when he 
Orders a Tropikolada, a drink that 


apparently comes from heaven. “You 
couldn’t come up with anything that 
would make me happier,” John says 
after slurping up the last bit of what 
one table member calls “an Orange 
Julius with alcohol.” | figure food will 
make us even happier. Right out of the 
gate, we try some starters: a dozen 
satays (pork, beef, chicken and lamb), 
five Indonesian spring rolls and two 
bowls of Singapore Laska, a hearty 
soup with vermicelli noodles. The 
crunchy peanut sauce goes well with 
the satays and the spring rolls are 
incredibly neat, stuffed with pan-fried 
pork, Chinese mushrooms and shred- 
ded jicama, then deep-fried extra-crispy 
with peanuts on the outer shell. The 
Singapore Laska is a feast with shrimp, 
tofu and fish cakes all married together 
in a tasty broth. My favourite, however, 
is the Kari Lembu, a sensational dish of 
melt-in-your-mouth curry with beef. 
We also ordered something known as 
Nasi Goreng, a local recipe of Malay 
fried rice and a few delectable side 
dishes, including steamed spinach and 
Sambal Bunchies, firm green beans 
with prawns and Sambal sauce. While 
each of these creations rocks (very spicy 
stuff), the most memorable item is the 
Sayur Lemak hot pot, which comes to 
the table in a small kettle filled with 
vegetables and prawns simmered in a 
Malay coconut sauce. Oh, it was awe- 
some, the broth so rich and colourful— 
by far the piéce de résistance. Average 
Price: $$ (Reviewed 10/09/03) 


WHITE SPOT 


3921 Calgary Trail * 432-9153 

True, the White Spot is a chain but it’s a 
western Canadian one, which isn’t so 
bad. Founder Nat Bailey was a crafty 


Vancouver entrepreneur who got the 
business up and running way back in 
the '30s, a few years after opening the 
country’s first drive-in restaurant follow- 
ing a car ownership boom in the Lower 
Mainland. Smart guy. It’s since expand- 
ed throughout B.C. and into Alberta, 
with the Calgary Trail locale being the 
only one of its kind in Edmonton (and 
the farthest east of any White Spots). 
This particular branch understandably 
has a bit of a hockey motif going on, 
with Original 6 jerseys displayed along- 
side some old-school metal blade skates 
and various pictures adorning the walls. 
| figure they must have that new Joe 
station tuned in on the radio. Someone 
told me it’s "a mix of all sorts of crap" 
and when the rotation goes from old 
Depeche Mode to Macy Gray and then 
to Phil Collins’s "Easy Lover," I’m con- 
vinced. | go big, passing up on some 
the staple breakfast items in favour of 
the renowned pancake sandwich, 
which the menu describes as a stack of 
buttermilk pancakes with an egg on 
top and a choice of bacon or sausage 
on the side. Whenever | indulge in 
some pancakes, | tend to wanna eat 
‘em up real fast. The reason being, pan- 
cakes get cold quickly. Not at White 
Spot, however. Your syrup comes to the 
table in a little personal dispenser—and 
get this: it’s warmed up in the kitchen. 
That’s such a simple touch but it hon- 
estly does cure the one and only prob- 
lem | have with pancakes. It’s like those 
glasses filled with fluid that you put 
upside-down in the freezer—the only 
problem with beer is that it gets warm, 
but in one of those glasses, it only gets 
colder as you drink it. These are inge- 
nious ideas, people. Average Price: $ 
(Reviewed 02/12/04) 


Childreu Affected by the War BENEFIT CONCERT 


Performances bY local break dance, hiphop 
and emeee groups: Vizion, Amir Aziz, K2 


and juno nominees: @. Wuul 


Monies raised will go to the Sierra Leone organization Children Affected by the War 
(CAW) which works in the rehabilitation and reintegration of child ex-combatants, and 
helps reunite them with their families. 
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€ restaurant & bar 


Saturday Mar 27 


ALEX MURDOCH & THE POLYPHONICS 
CD RELEASE 
W/SCREWTAPE LEWIS AND GEOFF HAWRYLUK 


Friday Apr 2 


JUNOFEST 2004 
JASON PLUMB, BARLOW, 
CAPTAIN TRACTOR, THE FLOOR 


Saturday Apr 3 


CLAYTON BELLAMY, DANNY MICHEL, 


JUNOFEST 2004 
THE SWIFTYS, 


THE JOEL PLASKETT EMERGENCY 


Saturday Apr 10 
Ld 


DEEP FINE GRIND 
W/ KERBDOGS AND WHITEMUD DRIVE 


Saturday Apr 24 


GRAVITY COLLECTIVE CD R 


W/ ROGER AND GUESTS 


for more info, call 492- 2048. or visit www.su.ualberta.ca/events ») 
The Powerplant is a service of Your Students’ Union for UofA Students, staff, 


alumni, and their quests 


All shows are no minors unless otherwise stated. 


Local popster’s 
sound wins over 
A&R exec in 30 
seconds flat 


By PHIL DUPERRON 


when skill and luck come together. 

For James Murdoch, it’s more than 
a saying;. it’s a rule to live by. After 
moving to Edmonton from White- 
horse, he released his debut disc Poly- 
phonic, which garnered him a 
showcase at last year’s Canadian 
Music Week in Toronto. Murdoch 
(who recorded the disc under the 
name Alex Murdoch, which he’s 
since changed to prevent confusion 
with rising Scottish singer/songwriter 
Alexi Murdoch) was confident his 
smart, well-written pop tunes would 
turn some ears at the scheduled bar 
show, but then his manager called 
him up and asked if he’d play an 
afternoon gig in the lobby of a hotel 


[:: been said that success happens 


. as well. He figured only a small 


crowd would be in attendance, but 
welcomed the chance to warm up for 
the “real” show. He was right—there 
were only about five people checking 
him out. But unbeknownst to him, 
one of them was an A&R executive 
for Indica/Aquarius Records. 

“She was walking, or running, 
across the lobby because she was late 
for a meeting and she was going up 
the escalator when she heard us 
play,” Murdoch recalls. “So she went 
back down and asked the sound guy 
the name of the band and she left. 


She heard us play for 30 seconds at 
the most and by the time I got back 
to Edmonton I had an e-mail inviting 
me out to Montreal to sign a deal.” 
Of course, anyone heading out 
to an industry ‘gathering of this cali- 
bre hopes to land a deal, but things 
don’t normally move so quickly. 
“I’m totally humbled by the fact it 
was being at the right place at the 


E 


right time,” he says. Nevertheless, all 
the luck in the world won't help you 
write a song that can have that kind 
of effect on people—and Murdoch's 


success has less to do with luck than ~ 


years of hard work and Be after 
his dreams. 


WITH THE LABEL backing him up 
financially, Murdoch went to Van- 
couver to record Between the Lines 
with producer Dale Penner (Holly 
McNarland, Nickelback) in his cor- 
ner. It was the first time he could let 
loose in swanky high-end studios 
like the Warehouse and 54-40’s Smil- 
ing Buddha and bring in hired guns 
like Joey Santiago of the Pixies. But 
the biggest luxury Murdoch found 
there was simply time. After three 
months of recording, he went to 
Mexico to relax and refocus, after 
which he returned to the studio to 
rework a few tunes. “That wouldn’t 
have been an option if I had been 
doing it independently,” Murdoch 
says, “so having the resources and 
the money really did help a lot.” 

Pop music’s reputation has suf- 
fered lately because of all the over- 


produced boy bands and teenybop- 
pers out there but Murdoch makes 
no apologies for trying to revitalize 
the genre. “The songs themselves 
are just good pop songs with 
integrity,” he says. “Pop sort of has 
a bad name and it’s not fair because 
it’s music, and melody is music to 
me. That’s really the essence of 
what music should be about, as far 
as I’m concerned.” 

Even though he moved to 
Edmonton to help his career, Mut- 
doch is living proof musicians don’t 
have to move to Vancouver or 
Toronto to be successful. “That's sort 
of a misconception,” he says. “I 


* don’t think it matters where you live 


as long as you're willing to travel 
and network. You've gotta be a good 
businessperson in order to get by in 
the music industry. It’s unfortunate, 
but you need the e combination of 
both being able to ‘write and perform 
and having the business savvy to get 
you there. You can’t expect these 
things to fall in your lap; you’ve 
gotta work for them, for sure. Being 
able to get away from the industry is 
a good thing. You can sit in a place 
like Edmonton and write and not be 
too concerned about being part of a 
scene or anything like that. I think it 
works for you. Ideally, if I had the 
option I’d love to be living back in 
Whitehorse where I grew up, 
because it’s so beautiful and it’s such 
an inspiring place to write. You're 
thinking less about the industry and 
more about the music.” © 


JAMES MURDOCH 
With Screwtape Lewis and Geoff Hawryluk 
¢ The Powerplant * Sat, Mar 27 
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BIG TIME 
ENTERTAINMENT, 
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WEST EDMONTON MALL - PH: 481-6420 


SUN eyicrenc 
FRI APR 2 


_ ALL AGES SHOW 


BLACK DOT PRODUCTIONS 


MARK BIRTLES PROJECT OUR MERCURY® 
©THE OPERATORS e WEDNESDAY NIGHT ROSS. 
MAD BOMBER SOCIETY® _ 


AT APR 3 


“URBAN NI NIGHT 
“oJ SHORTSOUND & & ECHO®LESSED® 
ARPARTY © DARKSON TRIBE® POLITIC L 


“eWARPARTYe ae 
CARL HENRY KIA KADIRIeFRESH lke 
~ @JEFF HENDRICK® 


HY PINOT pinniceez : 
RRAN Ge 


SUN RRANCE/ [BZ 4 


SHOW STARTS AT 9:30‘ FREE ADMISSION 


PIXIES 


APRIL18 


SORRY SOLD OUT 


Black Eyed Peas 


lp re Rath ae 
We) | 


MUST BE 18 YEARS NJ 
OR OLDER TO ATTENDES 


‘SUN APR 25 


TIX AT RED'S AND TICKETMASTER Iz 


MUSIC. o. = oF ee een 


By PHIL DUPERRON 
anD JERED STUFFCO 


Sojourner Booth 


Aaron Booth ¢ With Deon Blyan 
and Snailhouse ° Sidetrack Café « 
Thu, Mar 25 It seems like every time 
an artist moves to Toronto to “take it 
to the next level,” local media types 
smell a good angle, freak out and 
wring the life out of the story the first 
time said artist comes home to play a 
show. Considering that Calgary-bred, 


FRIDAY 


MARCH 
Gib 


Toronto-based singer/songwriter 
Aaron Booth relocated to Toronto a 
couple years ago already, it’s little 
wonder he’s not keen on seeing even 
more ink spilled on the subject. “| am 
sick of talking about it, a little bit,” 
Booth concedes over the phone from a 
tour stop in Winnipeg. 

In fact, it’s become almost a non- 
issue for the musician, who says that 
his latest offering, Our Last Escape, was 
inspired primarily by life on the road 
and not life in the Big Smoke. “This 
album was inspired by touring with a 
full band,” he says. “I was thinking 
more about the arrangements this 
time around. It was more of a deliber- 
ate effort to capture a full sound.” 

Booth first gained notoriety around 
these parts for his melodic, lo-fi pop 
workouts, most of which were record- 
ed on cassette machines in his Calgary 
apartment. His debut release Tune Up 
was recorded completely on four-track, 
while 2002’s Transparent was a similarly 


spartan affair. With Escape, however, 
Booth continues his transformation 
from bedroom whiz kid to accom- 
plished singer/songwriter. Indeed, 
tracks like “Couldn’t Wait” boast lay- 
ered guitars, tuneful keyboards and 
chiming xylophones, all of it wrapped 
up in enough Byrd-like jangle to bring 
Gram Parsons back from the grave. 

When asked whether the current 
live set-up (which is fleshed out by 
multi-instrumentalist Mike Feuerstack 
and drummer Greg Millson) will do 
the new material justice, Booth’s 
response is typically measured. “Live, 
we’re still going for a pop sound with 
a lot of harmony,” he says. “I’d love to 
tour with more musicians, but at this 
point it’s not really a possibility for eco- 
nomic reasons.” 

Luckily, Edmonton audiences will be 
able to catch Booth alongside special 
guest Jonathan Inc, who will provide 
additional instrumental accompaniment 
on lap steel and guitar. (JS) 
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Esprit de ’core 


First Aid Kit ¢ With Portal and 
Vedanta ° New City « Fri, Mar 26 
Hardcore. Emocore. Cuddlecore. 
Screamocore. Just when you thought 
the suffix “core” had seen enough 
action to render it completely mean- 
ingless, here’s another one for y’all— 
schizophrenic-core. At least that’s 
how Field Day’s John Hiebert 
described the sound of local rock out- 
fit First Aid Kit after a recent Calgary 
performance. “We're like a mini Mr. 
Bungle,” explains FAK guitar-slinger 
Nathan FahIman. “We play punk 
songs with country riffs thrown in the 
middle and we don’t really care for 
sticking to one genre.” 

So to what can we attribute the 
band’s derision for playing it safe? 
According to Fahlman, apparently the 
boys in FAK have really short attention 
spans. “If | go see a jazz band at the 
Yardbird or something, I'll be really 
into it for the first 20 minutes, but 
then I'll get really sick of it. Maybe 
that’s why people really haven’t 
caught onto us yet—they don’t know 
where to classify us.” 

But before you start reaching. for 
those Ritalin prescriptions, know 
this—the band is prolific. Since form- 
ing two years ago, the quartet (which 
is rounded out by drummer Paul 
Pablo, bassist Chris Samis and singer 
Neil Peters) has already released two 
full-lengths, and apparently, there’s a 
lot more where that came from. “We 
did Songs of Warships last year, and 
we're already sick of playing it,” says 
Fahlman. “We have so much material, 
but we're all just working stiffs, so we 
don’t have a whole lot of time to 
devote to this. Ideally, we’d like to 
head out on the road and sell a bunch 
of our first two CDs to finance a new 
one, but we get stuck doing the day- 
to-day things like working.” 

Working stiffs they may be, but 
their website rocks. Cruise over to 
www.fakrecords.com and have a 
glance. Webcore, anyone? (JS) 


Death and Neuraxis 


Neuraxis ¢ With Deadcast and 
God Awful ¢ Stars * Sat, Mar 27 
For Canadian bands struggling to 
make an impression on audiences and 
the industry, sometimes it's easier to 
look farther afield than their own back- 
yard. For Neuraxis, a five-piece death 
metal/grindcore band from Montreal, 
heading to Europe last year for a 10- 
country tour proved easier than taking 
their act across the sparsely populated 
expanses of Canada. Their first 
attempt to cross the prairies fell 
through before they even got into the 
van, but Europe, by all accounts, was a 
booming success. Of course, having 
their third full-length disc Truth 
Beyond... picked up by European metal 
powerhouse Morbid Records definitely 
made the band’s decision to cross the 
pond that much easier. 

“There was a big massive push for 
promotion,” says guitarist Robin Milley. 
“When we went over there last year we 
saw so many magazines with reviews, 
ads and interviews, so they really 
Pushed it hard. | guess that kind of pro- 
Motion there helps a lot for the bands.” 

That’s not to say their Canadian 
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Iraqi Adopt-a-Town II ¢ With Guy Smith, Maria Dunn and Dustin Cole « Sidetrack 
Café * Tue, Mar 23 © reVUE What started as a grass-roots movement in Edmonton 
to help rebuild Iraq one town at a time has spread across the country. Now Vancou- 
ver, Calgary and Winnipeg have pitched in to help with rebuilding projects. At the 
recent Edmonton show, activist songwriter Guy Smith lead his comrades in a Billy 
Bragg-influenced singalong before Maria Dunn took the stage. Her Celtic-infused folk 
songs, many of which recount historic protests in Alberta and beyond, are a stirring 
reminder of the hardships endured by everyday people past and present. Dustin Cole 
played half a set of fun, folky pop songs before setting down the acoustic and foley are] 


B electric. His upbeat rock tunes were a fine cap to the evening, but by then it was late 


and many early-rising members of crowd had gone—but not before they did their part 
to help out the people of Al-Mutayha, Edmonton's adopted town. (PD) 


label, "Galy Records, wasn’t doing a 
good job for them; it’s just tougher 
to get the ball rolling and keep gas 
in the tank in the Great White 
North. “There’s less cities to play 
and the country’s so big, so it’s 
more expensive to travel,” Milley 
says. He’s in Winnipeg enjoying a 
couple days off after a long hard 
drive and a late night growling it up 
onstage in the ‘Peg. “It was a really 
good show,” he says. “Maybe 200 
or a bit more people showed up. 
The crowd was awesome—they were 
moshing. It was probably the best 
show of the tour so far.” 

All three of the band’s discs are 
about to be rereleased in the States in 
one package by Willowtip Records. 
With an American tour (including a 
stop at the Maryland Deathfest in Bal- 
timore) set up when they get home, 
Neuraxis is finally sitting pretty. But it 
was a long time coming. “We definite- 
ly had our ups and downs just like a 
relationship,” Milley says. “| guess we 
just persevered. It was harder in the 
first while. ‘94 until ‘99, those were, 
the toughest years. We had to really 
play a lot of shows and go through 
changes in the Kneup, but now it 
seems people are finally catching on. 
It’s our dream, it’s our goal to go far- 
ther, tour more places and just push 
ourselves more.” (PD) 


The cabinet of Dr. Calamari 


Mind of a Squid ¢ With Blueroom 
¢ Seedy’s ¢ Thu, Apr 1 A couple 
years ago, strange sounds were heard 
emanating from the basement of 
Toronto’s Sonic Unyon Records. It was 
Erik Culp, known for his quirky solo 
work as the Atomic Cosmonaut, jam- 
ming for the fun of it alongside Mike 
and Chris Bell from Chore. But some- 


one recognized their potential and 
booked Mind of a Squid for their first 
show. After a year of playing as a 
mostly instrumental jam band, Culp 
recruited a permanent lineup of 
singer/Rhodes player Marina Adam, 
bassist Scott Bucsis and drummer Blas 
Melissari. MOAS now structure all their 
songs and include a lot more vocals, 
but the tunes on Down Low still reflect 
their spacey experimental origins. 

“The reason | started Mind of a 
Squid,” Culp says, “was just to bring 
music across to a live audience, 
because | found doing the Cosmonaut 
thing, it was hard to get people to 
hear it. | mean, radio stations across 
the country were playing it, | was get- 
ting reviewed and everything, but still 
it didn’t reach the masses the same 
way performing live does.” 

Culp meticulously builds his lush 
template of sounds in his home studio 
one track at a time. In order to play 
live, however, he relies on the techni- 
cal wizardry of a loop sampler pedal to 
fill it all out. “Instead of me playing the 
traditional one part on guitar,” he 
says, “it’s like 20 parts happening at 
the same time. It’s kind of hard to 
wrap your head around initially. 
Instead of the drummer being the 
leader of time in the band it becomes 
me. It’s very difficult sometimes for 
him, but Blas totally has a handle on it 
now. As a result, it sounds like you 
have a 20-piece band playing.” 

Culp, who mixes sound for film 
professionally, often draws inspiration 
for the band’s atmospheric sound from 
the celluloid medium. “Not film music 
per se, but the vibe film gives you,” he 
says. “Like a good Clint Eastwood 
western or Logan’s Run or something 
like that. | think that would be my 
biggest influences—crazy, weird sci-fi 
films and stuff.” (PD) 


www mew citycompound.com 
(BOS Jasper Avenue 
Toe — | | | 4Z9-Z582Z for info 


Fri. March 26 
Portal 
Vedanta 


Wed. March 3ist. 


Asylum Entertainment Presents: "Food for Thought" 


Renegade Cartel, Reason, G.H.U. 
Tengu Ninja Team, J-Style 


A.T.E. Breakdance crew, DJ Weezi 


Friday April Znd 
JUNOFEST Z004 

Matt Mays & El Torpedo 
Matthew Barber 

Buck 65, The Waking Eyes 


Saturday April 3rd 

JUNOFEST 2004 

The Dears, The Trews 

Kinnie Star, Out OF Your Mouth 


Friday April 9 


Darkson Tri 

Darkson Mixtape CD Release Party & Website Relaunch 
w/ special guests Peep Game & DJ's Shortround and Echo 
Giveaways courtesy Universal Urban, Foosh, 


& Homegrown Soulshach. 
Co EE GE ES a ee ee 


Friday April (6th 
UK SUBS 


MaveCo (Chi Pig of SNFU) 
Billy and The Lost Boys, and AB lrato (Montreal) 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING MAR 25. 2004 


Babes (touch & go) 


Brothers (universal) 


1. Franz Ferdinand — Franz Ferdinand (domino) 

2. Blackie & The Rodeo Kings — Bark (true north) 
3. The Von Bondies — Pawn Shoppe Heart (sire) 
4. The Flatlanders — Wheels Of Fortune (new west) 
5. Corb Lund Band — Modem Pain (corb lund) 

6. Eric Bibb, Rory Block & Maria Muldaur — Sisters & Brothers (telarc) 
7. Joel Kroeker — Melodrama (tue north) 

8. No Depression — What It Sounds Like Vol.1 (dualtone) 
9. TV On The Radio — Desperate Youth, Blood Thirsty 


10. Various — The Ultimate Blues Collection (wamer) 
11. The Casualties - On The Front Line (sideonedummy) 
42. Livin’ ,Lovin’,Losin’ - Songs Of The Louvin 


13. Mae Moore & Lester Quitzau — Oh My! (plant & garden) 
14. Keb’ Mo’ — Keep It’Simple (okeh) 

15. Destroyer — Your Blues (merge) 

16. Falconhawk — Hotmouth (Saved by radio) 

17. Fractal Pattem — No Hope But Mt. Hope (method) 
18. Bring You To Your Knees — A Tribute To Guns 
N’Roses (law of inertia) 

19. James Keelaghan — —Then Again (jericho beach) 

20. The Get Up Kids - Guilt Show (vagrant) 

21. For You — Tribute To Compromise (united edge) 
22. Johnny Cash - The Man Comes Around {american) 
23. The Floor — Autonomy Off/On (the floor) 

24. Martyn Joseph — Whoever It Was That 
Brought Me... .(jericho beach) 

25. Lhasa — The Living Road (select) 

26. Horrorpops — Hell Yeah! (hellcat) 

27. Paul Kelly - Ways & Means (true north) 

28. Robert Randolph — Unclassified (darecords) 

29. Xiu Xiu — Fabulous Muscles (5rc) 

30. Al Green — Cant Stop (blue note) 


GRANT LEE PHILL 


VIRGINIA CREEPER 


Virginia Creeper marks the 3rd album 
for Grant Lee Phillips who continues 
to prove himself as one of the finest 
songwriters of the last 20 years. It’s 
even better that one listen to this 
album is so immediately enjoyable it 
will leave you wanting another and 
another. So let's have another. 


On sale now. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


YOUR GUIDE TO LIVE MUSIC IN EDMONTON 


Fax your free listings to 426- 
2889 or 
mail them to 

\@vue.ab.ca Deadline Is 


Friday at 3pm 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
jimmy Whiffen 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
Dreamspeakers Benefit 


CAFE SELECT Bonnie Gregory and 
Rob Taylor (Celtic harp/quitar); 
6:30-9pm 

CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) Looker 
(pop/rock/hint’O'country) 


CHANCE RESTAURANT Andrew 
Glover Trio; 4-7pm 


COOK COUNTY SALOON Battie | 


of the Bands; Shorty vs. The 
Dustkickers 9pm; no cover 


DUSTER'S PUB jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 


FOUR ROOMS johanna Sillanpaa 
JJ'S Open stage with caver band 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB Toxin 
LION'S HEAD PUB Tod Reynolds 
THE MELTING POT Babe Lloyd; 
8pm (door); free; benefit for 
Change for Children Association 
NAKED CYBER CAFE Open stage 


O'BYRNE’S Red Shag Carpet 
(funk/rock); 10pm; no cover 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Udder 
Madness 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Wes Lecroix 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Tony Dizon 

SIDETRACK CAFE Aaron Booth 
(CD release celebration), The Deon 
Blyan Bland, Snailhouse, Johathan 
Inc; 9pm; $7 


SUGARBOWL Rachelle van 
Zanten; $5; 9:30 


URBAN LOUNGE Battle of the 
Bands; Arrow Girls vs. Black Box 


Studios; $5 


THE ARMOURY |o Ball Night: top 
40 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Big Mouth 
Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Thump: 
intronica with the DDK 
Soundsystern 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE ON 
WHYTE Sleeman Method 
Thursdays: hip hop, downtempo 
with Dj Headspin | 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk Rock 
Bingo: with Dj S.WA.G. 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with Dj Christian 


GUILTY MARTINI NORTH 
Grooveology 


GUILTY MARTINI SOUTH 
Phoenix Thursdays: House with Big 
Daddy, Trapz and quests 


LONGRIDERS Hot Latin Nights; 
free dance lessons 8-9:30pm 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Rub-A-Dub Thursday: rocksteady, 
dub reggae with Dj Jeebus and the 
Operation Redication Sound 
System 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Progress: 
electro/new wave with Dj Miss 
Mannered and guests 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Dj 
Butter 


RENDEZVOUS Metal Night: with 
Dj McNasty 


THE ROOST Rotating shows: 


Ladonna’s Review, Sticky’s open 


stage and the Weakest Link game 
with Dj Jazzy second and last 
Thursday; $1 (member)/$4 (non- 
member) 

RUM Urban Substance: Urban with 
Invinceable, Spincycle, Echo, 
Shortround, MC |-Money 

SAVOY Funk w/Bob Trampoline 
and Ben 


SEEDY’S Dj Thursday 

THE STANDARD Spin Thursdays: 
House with Nestor Delano, 
Tripswitch 

STARS NIGHTCLUB Main Room: 
Appreciation Thursday: Hip hop, 
R&B, reggae, soul with Reno, Mr. 
"0"; 9pm (door) 

VELVET LOUNGE Urban 
Substance: hip hop/R&B end of 
exams jam with Spincycle, 
Invinceable, |-Money, Sean B 


YOUR APARTMENT Thursday 
Night Shake Down: Motown, 
northem soul, funk, ‘60s pop with 
Djs Travyd and Alex Zwolf 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Main Room: Villain, 
Dusty and Johnny; 3pm 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Rakish Paddy's 
BLUES ON WHYTE Warehouse 


CAPITAL HILL PUB Jerry Jerry and 
the Sons of Rhythm 


CASINO (EDMONTON) Much 
(rock/country) 

CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) Looker 
(pop/rock/country) 

(CHANCE RESTAURANT Andrew 
Glover Trio; 4-7pm 


FESTIVAL PLACE The Cottars 
(Celtic); 7:30pm; $24 (show only: 
cabaret)/$22 (theatre 
seating)/$43.50 (dinner and show: 
cabaret)/$41.50 (dinner and show: 
theatre seating) tickets available at 
Festival Place box office, 
TicketMaster 451-8000 


FOUR ROOMS Johanna Sillanpaa 
LE GLOBE Brett Miles 


GRANT MacEWAN COLLEGE The 
Salads, Knee Deep in Grass, 
Palestorm; licensed event; 8pm; 
$10 (adv)/$15 (door); tickets 
available at Students’ Association 
office 497-5477 


GUILTY MARTINI Latin Fridays 
HIGHRUN SIN 

JJ'S Darkest Hour (rock) 
JEFFREY'S CAFE AND WINE BAR 


The Dino Dominelli Dominelli Duo; 
8pm; no cover 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB Stiff 
LION'S HEAD PUB Tod Reynolds 


LEGENDS PUB Mary Thomas 
Blues Band 


LONGRIDERS Mark Lorenz, Kenny 
Hess; 7pm (door); $4 (after 9pm) 


MICHAEL'S PUB AND GRILL 
Patrick Gilmour 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Portal, Vendanta, First Aid Kit 


LA P'TITE SCENE Open stage; 
8pm-3am 


PEPPERS Tim Cotton 
THE PUB Lyle Hobbs 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Udder 
Madness 


RED'S Lang Home Drive and 
guests; $4/free (before 8pm) 


SEEDY'S The Daggers, Road to 
Nowhere 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Yes Lecroix 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Tim Becker 


Tony Dizon 
SHERLOCK HOLMES (WHYTE) 


jimmy Whiffen. 
SIDETRACK CAFE Tanyss Nixi and 


the Angry Mob, Cusp, Monique 
Laflamme; 9pm; 7pm (door) 


UNCLE GLENN'S Mr. Lucky 
(blues/roots); 9:30pm-1:30am; no 
cover 


URBAN LOUNGE Mourning 
Wood; $5 


WOODCROFT COMMUNITY 
HALL Folk open stage presented 
by the Uptown Folk Club; 7:30pm, 
7pm (sign-up); free (member)/$3 
(nonmember); 436-1554 


YARDBIRD SUITE Peter Manley 
Trio; 8pm (door), 9pm (show); $7 
(member)/$11 (guest); tickets 
available at TicketMaster 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST john Goodwell 
Trio 


CLASSICAL 


MUTTART HALL Caesar 
Zmyslowski (classical quitar), 
presented by the Edmonton 
Classical Guitar Society; 8pm; $20 
(adult)/$15 
(student/senior/member); tickets 
available at TIX on the Square 420- 
1757, The Gramophone, Avenue 
Guitars, Edmonton Classical Guitar 
Society 489-9580, door 


'WINSPEAR CENTRE The Masters 
Series: Featuring Martin Riseley 
(violin), Presented by the 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra; 
8pm; tickets start at $20 
(student/senior discounts 
available)/$15 (student rush 
seating available one hour prior to 
concert); tickets available at 
Winspear box office 


DUS 


THE ARMOURY Top 40/dance 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Big Mouth 
Entertainment 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 40 
with D] Arrowchaser 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB Urban 
with Invinceable, Q.B. and quests 


COWBOYS Ladies Night: top 40 


(CRISTAL LOUNGE Affaire Iilicite: 
industrial noise, neoclassical with 
Verlaag and Xerxes 


DANTE’S WORLD PUB 
Powerhouse Fridays: dance and 
retro with Zack and Johnny Staub 
(Power 92); Upstairs In the 
Skylounge: soulful house music; 
over 23; dress code 
DECADANCE Get Out of the Box: 
house with Avrum Gold, Brisco 
Wells and guests 


DONNA Silk: house with Winston 
Roberts and guests 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Freedom Fridays: house, Euro 
house, club anthems with The 
Peoples D] 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Shake Yo" 
Ass: with D] Serial K 

‘THE FOX Top 40 retro dance 
music 

GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 

(GUILTY MARTINI NORTH Diva 
Night 

GUILTY MARTINI SOUTH Diva 
Night 

IRON HORSE Urban Dance Barty 
with Dj Loose Cannon 

THE JOINT Fresh Fridays: Urban by 
Urban Metropolis Sound Crew 
MANHATTAN CLUB R&B Fridays: 
hip hop/R&B with D] Mad Noise 
NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL Dj 
Shawn Z 


ORLANDO'S II PUB AND GRILL 
Music with Dj Will Hill; 9pm 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Dj) 

Butter 

THE ROOST Upstairs: Euro Blitz: 

best new European music with Dj 

Outtawak, Dj jazzy and male strip- 
per, Downstairs: female stripper; 

“4 $4 (membe/S6 (non-member) 


ROXY ON WHYTE Babylon 


Fridays: retro/R&B/dance with Dj) 
Extreme 


SAVOY Eclectronica with Djs 
Bryana, Chris 

SHARKTANK Blacklisted, K.I.LL., 
Profunda Rosa, the B-Movies; all 
ages event; 6:30pm (door); $7 
(member)/$8 (incl membership), 


THE STANDARD Triple X Fridays; 
top 40/dance 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Main Floor: 
M26: The Breakout, breakbeat, 
house with Dreadnought, LP, Dusty 
Grooves, Rezidnt Funk, Quinn 
STONEHOUSE PUB Alternative, 
house, hip hop, top 40 with Dj 
Rage and Dj Weezle; 9pm. 
SUGARBOWL Listen: 
ambient/IDM/electronica by Ariel 
and Roel 


Y AFTERHOURS House/trance 
with Tripswitch, Sureshock, MC 
Flopro, LP, Juicy, Dragon, Old Bitch 


YOUR APARTMENT House with 
Dj Tomek 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 
BSS Sea 


A STARS Upper Room: Sun of 
Man, Lavalanche Main Room: 
Neuraxis, Dead Cast, God Awful 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Rakish Paddy's 


BETTER BE ROCK LOUNGE The 
Jephersons (rock) 


BLACK DOG Hair of the Dog: 
Junior Shore nad the Family Band; 
4-6pm 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Open Stage; 3-9:30pm 


BLUES ON WHYTE Warehouse 


CAPITAL HILL PUB Jerry Jerry and 
the Sons of Rhythm 


CASINO (EDMONTON) Much 
(rock/country) 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) Looker 
(pop/rock/hint’O'country) 


DRUID Harpdog Brown; 3-7pm 


FESTIVAL PLACE Calvin Vollrath 
(CD release party); 7pm; $20; 
tickets available at Festival Place 
box office 


FOUR ROOMS Johanna Sillanpaa 
LE GLOBE Brett Miles 
HIGHRUN SIN 

JJ'S Darkest Hour (rock) 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB Stiff 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY The 
Underwood Brothers, fllm, Agape 
Raygun Experiment, presented by 
The Boreal Electroacoustic Music 
Society (BEAMS); 8pm; $5 
(member)/$7 (non-member); 
tickets available at door 


LEGENDS PUB Mary Thomas 
Blues Band 


LION'S HEAD PUB Tod Reynolds 
LONGRIDERS Mark Lorenz, Kenny 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WHYTE) 
Jimmy Whiffen 

SIDETRACK CAFE Stephen Franke 
and Noises from the Toolshed, jr. 
Shore and the Family Band; 9pm; 
38 


TANTRA LOUNGE Dino Dominelli; 
10pm; no cover 


UNCLE GLENN'S Mr. Lucky 
(blues/roots); 9:30pm-1:30am; no 
cover 


URBAN LOUNGE Mourning 
Wood; $5 


YARDBIRD SUITE Peter Leitch 
Trio; 8pm (door), 9pm (show); $12 
(member)/$16 (quest) tickets 
available at TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


‘WINSPEAR CENTRE The Masters 
Series: Featuring Martin Riseley 
(violin), Presented by the 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra; 
8pm; tickets start at $20 
(student/senior discounts avail- 
able)/$15 (student rushseating 
available one hour prior to con- 
cert); tickets available at Winspear 


box office 
DUS 


THE ARMOURY Top 40, dance 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Flava: 
hip hop with Shortround and Echo 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Big Mouth 
Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Brendan’s Sausage Party: obscure 
indie rock with Dj Ballhog 


BOOTS Flashback Saturdays: retro 
dance, house with Derrick 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Animal: 
dance with Dj Arrowchaser 


(CRISTAL LOUNGE Urban with 
Invinceable Bomb Squad and 
Quests 

DANTE’S WORLD PUB R&B, 
dance, and retro with Frank the 
Tank; Upstairs in the 
‘Skylounge: soulful house; over 
23; dress code 

DECADANCE Soul Heaven: house 
with Tripswitch, Sweetz, T-Bass, 
Alvaro, Femme Funk, Rezidnt Funk 
DONNA Deep lounge house with 
Sam Pillar, Bryan Beca and guests 
ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Evolution Saturdays: house, retro 
dance 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Shake Yo" 
Ass: with Dj D-Lusion 


THE FOX Top 40 retro dance 
music 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with D} 
Christian 


GUILTY MARTINI NORTH Guilty 
Groove Party 


GUILTY MARTINI SOUTH Guilty 
Groove Party 


HALO House with junior Brown, 
Remo 


IRON HORSE Urban dance party 
with D] 420 


THE JOINT Get a Nightlife: top 
40/dance/urban 


MANHATTAN CLUB Sinful 


Hess; 7pm (door); $4 (after 9pm) __—}—~Saturdays: top 40/dance 


MICHAEL'S PUB. 
Patrick Gilmour 
O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
Scott Peters; 3-6pm. 

PEPPERS Tim Cotton 

POWER PLANT Alex Murdoch 
and the Polyphonics (CD release 
celebration), Screwtape Lewis, 
Geoff Hawryluk 


THE PUB Lyle Hobbs 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Udder 
Madness. 

SEEDY'S Brat Attack, Dudley 
Dawson, One Night Only 
SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Yes Lecroix 
SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Tony Dizon 


NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL D) 
Shawn Z 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturdays 
S.U,C.K.: punk/alt/pop/dance with 
Blue Jay and Nikrofeelya 


ORLANDO'S ff PUB AND GRILL 
Music with Dj Will Hill; 9pm 
RATTLESNAKE SALOON D} 
Butter 


THE ROOST Upstairs: Monthly 
theme parties with Dj Jazzy; New 
music with DJ Dan and Mike; 


ROXY ON WHYTE Session 
Saturday: dance/R&B, hip hop with 
Dj Extreme 


SAVOY Deep house with Winston 
Roberts 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Main Floor: 
Live Metal Night: with Brian 
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sv ONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
0} Clay 
qT AFTER DARK Uncensored 
ssturdays: R&B, hip hop, old 
hoot with Urban Metropolis 
<qynd Crews all ages event; Bpm- 
midnight 
¥ Mayhem 
saturdays: with Anthony Donohu, 
uke Morrison, Ryan Wade, 
Donovan, juicy, D-Man 


youl Nordic 
Foundations: D) Dennis Zaz and 
Rackman Powers 


= 


LIVE MUSIC 
a 


A STARS Upper Room: Les 
Tabernacles, Bik Market Inc, Our 
Mercury, The Hand; 6:30pm 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Reclaim; 9pm-midnight; no cover 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL The 
Rusty Reed Band; 7:30-11:30pm; 


no cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE King Muskafa 


CAFE LA GARE NuSong Café: 
Anna Beaumont, Krysta Scoggins 
and David Shepherd; 8-11 pm; no. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 
Salon Series: Barbara Leah Meyer 
(jazz vocalist) with guitar and bass; 
7pm; $39; tickets available at TIX 
sn the Square 420-1757 


Donov. 


FATBOYZ Open jam session 
hosted by Imaginary Friend (blues, 
roots); 7-1 pm 


FESTIVAL PLACE Fiddle Gala; 
Calvin Vollrath (MC); 2pm; $15; 
yckets available at Festival Place 


x office 


FESTIVAL PLACE CKUA "Live": 

Ray Bonneville; 7:30pm; $23 
(cabaret)/$21 (theatre seat); tickets 
available at Festival Place box office 
449-3378, TicketMaster 451-8000 


O'BYRNE'S joe Bird's Irie jam; 
9:30pm 

SIDETRACK CAFE Under the 
Covers Sundays: Granny Dynamite, 
D| Dudeman; 9pm; $6 

YARDBIRD SUITE Night of Artists; 
Los Morenos; 8pm; $12 (adv)/$15, 
(door); tickets available at TIX on. 
the Square 420-1757 


CLASSICAL 


CAFE SELECT Thomas Mead 
(lute); 5:30-9pm 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Stobat Mater: Charlotte Burrowes 


(alto), Christine Ledig (soprano), 
Elsie Hepbum (conductor); 2pm; 
428-1818 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED 
CHURCH fin Deutsches Requiem; 
2pm; $8 (adult)/$5 
(student/senior); tickets available at 
by phone at 482-1587 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Davis Sunday 
Showcase Series: Featuring Lidia 
Khaner (oboe), Ryo Yanagitani 
(piano), Marco Parisotto (conduc- 
tor); presented by the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra; 2pm; tickets 
start at $20 (student/senior dis- 
counts available)/$15 (student rush 
seating available one hour prior to 
concert); tickets available at 
Winspear box office 


DJS 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB Ladies 
Night: urban with Dj Invinceable 


DECADANCE Worship Sundays: 
mixed with Big Daddy, DTDR and 
guests; 10am-close 


MANHATTAN CLUB industry 
Sundays: top 40, dance/R&B 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Atmosphere: funk, rare groove, hip 
hop with Dj Cool Curt 


THE ROOST Betty Ford Hangover 
Clinic Show Beer Bash: every long 
weekend with Dj Jazzy; $2 


SAVOY French Pop: mixed with 
Deja D) 

SUGARBOWL Multipurpose 
Eclectic electronic hosted by 
Prosper and Eli with guests 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Open stage jam with The River City 
Rhythm Kings; 7-11 pm; no cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE Bive 
Mondays: jam with Tim Lee and 
the Revelators and quest 


L.B.'S PUB Open stage with Randy 
Martin; 9pm-2am 


LION'S HEAD PUB Ron Pederson 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Richard Blaze 


SIDETRACK CAFE Open stage 
Mondays: Ben Spencer; 9pm; no 
cover 


WINSPEAR CENTRE An Evening 
With Leahy; $32.50 and $39.S0; 
98 (family) ; tickets available at 
Winspear box office 


VENUE GUIDE 


A STARS Upper FI, 10545-82 
Ave, 439-1422 


THE ARMOURY 10310-85 Ave, 
702-1800 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
7704-104 St, 432-4611 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 


10324-82 Ave, upstairs, 436- 
4418 


BERNARD SNELL 
AUDITORIUM U of A Hospital, 
112 St entrance, first floor foyer 


BETTER BE ROCK 8216-175 St. 
481-9988 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 Stony 
Plain Road, 484-7751 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 


SLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 32 
SL. Anne St, St, Albert 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 
Ave, 439-5058 


BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 117258 
lasper Ave, 488-6636 


CAFE LA GARE 10308A-81 Ave 


CAFE SELECT 10018-106 St, 
428-1629 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 10815 
lasper Ave, 425-0850 


CAPITAL HILL PUB 14203 Si 
Plain Rd, 454-3063 id 
CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 
Argyll Rd, 463-9467 

CASINO ( ) 
'2464-153 St, 463-9467 


CHANCE RESTAURANT 10150- 


101 St, 424-0400 


COOK COUNTY SALOON 8010 
Gateway Blvd, 432-2665 


COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 481- 
8739 


CRISTAL LOUNGE 10336 jasper 
Ave, 426-7521 


DANTE’S WORLD PUB 170 St, 
Stony Plain Road, 486-4448 


DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 
990-1792 


DONNA 10177-99 St, 429-3338 


DRUID 11606 jasper Ave, 454- 
9928 


DUSTER’S 6402-118 Ave, 474- 
5554 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq, 420-1757 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE ON 
(WHYTE 10314-82 Ave, 439- 
4545 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE WEM, 
489-1330 


FATBOYZ 6104-104 St, 437- 
3633 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival 
Way, Sherwood Park, 449-3378, 
451-8000 


FILTHY McNASTY’S PUB 
10511-82 Ave, 432-5224 


THE FOX 10125-109 St, 990- 
0680 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT 
(EDMONTON) Edmonton 
Centre, 102 Ave, Entrance, 426- 
4767 


(GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 488- 
4841 


DUS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE We Like 
Mondays: Indie rock with Penny 
Tentiary 

DUSTER’S D} Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays: with Dj S.WAG 


O'BYRNE’S Hip Mondays: Industry 
night with Dj Finnegan, live music 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 
Ge ee) 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Patrick Sean Earl; 7pm; no cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE Dave Babcock 
and the Night Keepers 


DRUID Open stage with Chris 
Wynters 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB Stage 13's 
Starscream: Featuring Edmonton 
bands 


LEGENDS Open jam hosted by 
Gary Thomas 


LION'S HEAD PUB Ron Pederson 


O'BYRNE'S Celtic night with 
Shannon Johnson and friends; 
9:30pm 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) jimmy Whiffen 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Richard Blaze 


SIDETRACK CAFE The Burt 
Neilson Band, Blue Quarter; filming 
of eS; 9pm; $8 


YARDBIRD SUITE Tuesday Jam 
Session: hosted by Rubim de 
Toledo Trio; 8pm (door), 9pm 
(show); $3 


YOUR APARTMENT Open Stage 
with Gypsy Ray and Melissa Ann; 


CLASSICAL 


BERNARD SNELL AUDITORIUM 
Hear's to Your Health Concert Series 
Featuring the Mozart "Kegelstatt” 
Trio, Patricia Tao (piano), Aaron Au 
(viola/violin), john Mahon 
(clarinet), hosted by David Cook; 


Spm; free 
DUS 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Karaoke 
and Dj Tues with Run Riot 
Professional Music Productions 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Viva 
With Dj Sean 


LE GLOBE 1492) Stony Plain 
Rd, 489-1022 


GRANT MacEWAN COLLEGE 
City Centre Campus, 497-5477 


GUILTY MARTINI NORTH 
12536-137 Ave, 478-3599 


GUILTY MARTINI SOUTH 
10338-81 Ave, 433-7183 


HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423- 
HALO 


HIGHRUN 4926-98 Ave, 440- 
2233 


IRON HORSE 8101 Gateway 
Blvd, 438-1907 


JJ.’ 13160-118 Ave, 489-7462 


JEFFREY'S CAFE AND WINE 
BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB 
10610-100 Ave, 426-5381 


THE JOINT WEM, 486-3013 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 
Ave, 433-2599 


L.B.'S 111-23 Akins Dr, St. 
Albert, 460-9100 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 
10248-106 St, www.beams.ca 


LEGENDS 6104-172 St, 481- 
2786 


LION’S HEAD PUB Coast 
Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd, 
431-5815 


LONGRIDERS 11733-78 St, 479- 
7400 


MANHATTAN CLUB 10345-105 
St, 423-7884 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
‘CHURCH 10025-10) St, 428- 
1818 


THE MELTING POT 10351-82 
Ave, 43-6336 


MICHAEL'S PUB AND GRILL 
11730 Jasper Ave, 482-4767 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Top 40 
with Dj Stephan 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB Basement 
Tuesdays: hip 
hop/R&B/reggae/dancehall with 
Bomb Squad, Dj invinceable, Q.6. 


DECADANCE Too Coo! for 
Tuesdays: Ambient, Trip hop, gos 
and glitch with Galatea, Bitstream 
and quests 


DUSTER’S Dj “Name a Tune” Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Twisted 
Trivia: with D) Whit-Ford 


GAS PUMP Karaoke contest with 
Dj Gord 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Resurrektion: industrial/EBM/elec 
tro/goth with Nik Rofeelya 


THE ROOST Hot Butt Contest 
with Dj Janny; 8-midnight; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 


SEEDY’‘S Dj Tuesday 
aS ST 
LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Upper Room: Fresh 
Beatz: Dusty Grooves, johnny Five, 
Quinn the Eskimo, Villain; 7pm; 
Main Room: Tuffhouse: Hip Hop 
Summit; all ages event: 7pm 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Open mic with Knotwork; 8prrr 


BETTER BE ROCK LOUNGE 
Madd Hadder (rockrap) 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE The 
Uncas Old Boys; no cover 


BUND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Wednesday night jams; 7-11pm 


COWBOYS The Proclaimers, Derek 
Miller; 7pm (door); $18 (adv); 
tickets available at TicketMaster 
451-8000, Cowboys box office 


FOUR ROOMS 11 O'Clock Songs 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB Stage 13's 
Starscream: Featuring Edmonton 
bands 


LION'S HEAD PUB Ron Pederson 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 9:30pm 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL Norther 
Bluegrass Circle Music Society 
bluegrass jam; 7:30pm 
ROSSDALE COMMUNITY HALL 
Little Flower open stage hosted by 
Brian Gregg; 8pm. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) jimmy Whiffen 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Richard Blaze 


SIDETRACK CAFE Carson Cole, 


MUTTART HALL Alberta 
College, 10050 Macdonald 
Drive, 489-9580 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 
Jasper Ave, 425-9730 


NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL 
6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10081 jasper Ave, 413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 1008) 
Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 


O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 414- 
6766 


ORLANDO'S Il PUB AND 
GRILL 13509-127 St, 918-0568 


LA P'TITE SCENE 8627-91 St, 
469-4401 


PEPPERS Westmount Shopping 
Centre, 451-8022 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 10860- 
57 Ave, 434-5997 


POWER PLANT U of A Campus, 
492-3101 


THE PUB Chateau Edmonton 
Hotel, 7230 Argyll Rd, 468-6717 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 9261- 
34 Ave, 438-8878 


RED’S WEM Phase Ill, 481-6420 


RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St, 
444-1822 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED 
CHURCH 10209-123 St, 482- 
1587 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St, 426- 
3150 


ROSSDALE HALL 101 35-96 
Ave, 429-3624 


ROXY ON WHYTE 10544-82 
Ave, 439-7699 


RUM Phase II, WEM, 486-9494 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438- 
0373 


Lemon Juice; 9pm; $8 


URBAN LOUNGE Phi-fffect, 
Victory; $5 


WESTIN HOTEL BALLROOM 
Alberta Scene Showcase: |Bornbat, 
The Corb Lund Band, Sandro 
Dominelli Sextet; 8:30pm (door) 
$10; tickets are available in 
advance only at TIX on the Square 


420-1757 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Wild 
Cherry: deep 

progressive/breaks with 
Tripswitch and quests 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch: country, roots 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 40 
with Dj Stephan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Mix Tape Bar 
Star College Nite: with Dj Rock ‘n’ 
Rogers 


GAS PUMP Karaoke contest with: 
Dj Gord 


LE GLOBE Latin Rhythms: with Dj 
Moreno 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
New City Dolls: Glam, punk, metal 
with Skinny J, || Frenchy 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Food For Thought: Renegade 
Cartel, Reason, G.H.U., Tengu Ninja 
Team, |-Style, A.T.E. Breakdance 
Crew, D] Weezi; 8pm (door), Ipm 
(show); $7 (door)/$6 (with a food 
item for the Edmonton's Food 
Bank) 


THE ROOST Amateur Strip: Weena 
Luy, Sticky Vicky with Dj Alvaro; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 


SEEDY’S Dj Wednesday 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Main Room: 
Juno Hip Hop Summit; 7pm (door) 


YOUR APARTMENT Big Rock 
Indie Rock Night: iindie rock with 
DJ Shouldbeinaband 


SEEDY’S 10314-104 St, 421- 
0992 


SHARKTANK 


SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB 
Capilano Mall, 1136, 5004-98 
Ave, 463-7788 © Rice Howard 
Way, 426-7784 * 10341-82 Ave, 
433-9676 * Bourbon St (WEM), 
444-1752 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 
St, 421-1326 


THE STANDARD 6107-104 St, 
438-2582 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Main Fi, 
10551-82 Ave, 432-7977 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
Jasper Ave, 420-0448 


THE SUGARBOWL 10922-88 
Ave, 433-8369 


TANTRA LOUNGE New Asian 
Village, 10147 Saskatchewan Dr, 
434-8699 


TONIC AFTER DARK 9920-62 
Ave, 408-4686 


UNCLE GLENN'S 7666-156 St, 
481-3192 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St, 
439.3388 


VELVET LOUNGE 10041-170 St, 
930-4222 


WESTIN HOTEL BALLROOM 
10135-100 St 420-1757 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 9720-102 
Ave, 420-1757 


WOODCROFT COMMUNITY 
HALL 13915-115 Ave, 436-1554 


Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 
wwew,yafterhours.com 


YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 
Ave, 432-0428 


YOUR APARTMENT 8120-101 
St, 433-3337 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST 101)7-10) 
St, 425-6151 


® 
Pubs 


www.thesherlockholmes.com 


WEST VALL 


MAR 26-27 TONY DIZON 
MAR 20-APR 2 RICHARD RLAZL 


CAPILANO 


MAR 20-27 TIM BECHER 
APRI2 TONY PORTIER 


DOWATOW\ 


MAR 20-27 VVES LECROIX 
MAR 20-AAP 2 JIMMY WHEN 
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street 
VISION 


By SEAN AUSTIN-JOYNER 


Busta show 


After more than-a decade in the game, 
Busta Rhymes remains one of the 
most entertaining MCs alive—those 
who attended the rapper's performance 
at the Joint last Thursday are probably 
still wiping sweat (or, in the ladies’ case, 
-glitter) from their brows. The high-ener- 
gy performance was an impressive 75 
minutes of hand-raising, weed-smoking, 
chorus-screaming merriment. 


Busta has attracted a lot of criticism 
for the commercial slant to many of his 
newer songs—some even trace ‘the 
problem back to 1994 when his former 
group, Leaders of the New School, 
broke up and Busta’s lust for solo success 


robbed him of his lyrical edge. While it’s _ 


true that most of his singles are geared 
toward daneefloors and not 
basements, one listen to his 
2001 album Genesis—espe- 
cially the album’s title 
track—proves otherwise. 
The Neptunes-produced 
“What It Is” and the, Swizz 
Beatz-produced “Tear the Roof Off’ may 
not be the deepest tracks around, but 
Bussa-Bus still knows how to command 
a crowd. And when you're putting on a 
hip-hop show, that’s what really matters. 

Busta (real name: Trevor Smith Jr.) 
started his set off in an unusual man- 
ner. His authoritative collaboration 
with M.O-P. on “Ante Up” ran the risk 
of aie away some of the tamer 
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fans. But as soon as the dreadlocked 
MC took to the stage with his longtime 
hype man Spliff Star, the crowd was at 
full attention. The undoubted highlight 
of the night was Busta and Spliff’s 
workout routine during “Break Ya 
Neck,” which they rewound three 
times before Busta demonstrated his 


' Bussa-Bus still knows how to command a 
crowd. And when you’re putting on a 
hip-hop show, that’s what really matters. 


rapid-fire delivery in its entirety. 


Tuffing: it out 


Local hopefuls looking for their time to 
shine will take the first step to industry 
success next week when Tuff House 
Records presents Tuff Fest. The three- 
day event (which bills itself as Edmon- 
ton’s first-ever “urban music summit”) 


will focus on Alberta’s bubbling hip-hop 
and R&B scene through performances, 
workshops and lectures. The festival’s 
most important component, though, is 
a discussion forum featuring industry 


insiders touching on relevant topics for’ 


independent musicians of all genres. 

Event organizer Orville Green says 
it’s time for Alberta’s urban 
community to start work- 
ing together in order to 
make an impression on the 
rest of the nation. “We do 
have good talent,” Green 
says. “It takes time, but 
our time is coming. Soon, Toronto, 
Vancouver and Montreal are going to 
have to step aside and see what we 
have to offer.” 

Historically, local artists with 
dreams of success have had to move to 
larger cities to achieve their goals. But 
with Tuff Fest, Green hopes to lay the 
groundwork for homegrown artists to 
pursue their careers in their own back- 


yards. “We need to build our entert’ain. 
ment community so that we can be , 
“bit stronger and help out the country, 
as a whole,” he says. “It’s like Mississip, 
piand New York. Throughout history 
MCs left their homes in Mississippi (, 
go to established cities in order to }, 
successful. At the same time, their orig 
inal surroundings suffered.” 

Green says that when it came jo 
selecting artists to perform during the 
festival, he wanted to focus on recog. 

+ nizable, hard-working and dedicate, 
performers. Local acts Darkson Tribe, 
Wayz and Politic Live are just a few of 
the artists who made the cut. 

Tuff Fest kicks off on Tuesday 
March 30 at 10 a.m. with a discussion 
panel at the Greenwood Inn (4485 
Gateway Blvd). The panel will feature 
speakers from Universal Music, Much. 
West, CJSR-FM 88.5 andthe Edmonton 
Journal, among others. For more info; 
mation, call 604-4230 or e-mail tuff 
houserecords@hotmail.com. © 
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. THORNLEY 


FORMER LEAD SINGER OF 


BIG WRECK 
& HIGH HOLY DAYS 
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EDMONTON'S BIGGEST PRE-JUNO PARTY! 
WHO KNOWS WHO ELSE MIGHT SHOW UP! 


TICKETS $22.95 ADVANCE. 


AVAILABLE AT TICKETMASTER 
ALL PROCEEDS DONATED TO THE BEARS CHILDREN FUND 
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Regarded as one of the most legendary figures and icons of the UK dance 
scene, Jules makes his rescheduled appearance in Edmonton on April 1st 
‘al Escape Ultra Lounge. Few DJs possess such a history, from his roots in 
the mid-80's house movement, fo becoming a legend in the late 80s-early 
90s. epic UK rave scene to his position as one of the most desired and 
“popular UK megaciub DJs today..Jules is DJ Magazine ranked #9:in the 
», World this year, and always. a consistent top 10 over the last. decade, has 
“many. Ministry of Soundreleases to his name, and the envied position as 
% leading resident for Gatecrasher and Golden His fecotd and_star bréaking 
shows on BBC Radio makes-him one of the-brighteststars inthe DJ.world 
~ Expect an. amazingset of House; trance and progressive thythms at 
“Judgement Day . e . a 
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Sarah Harmer retums with: 

“ALL OF OUR NAMES”, another 
collection of memorable songs and 
captivating stories, full of imagery 
and insight- much as she did on her 
acclaimed debut, “You Were Here”, 
which Rolling Stone called 
“marvelously compelling” and 

Time voted “Best Debut CD of 2000" 


you were here 


Downtown Edmonton: 10232 106th Street 424-6000 m a 
Edmonton South: 3110 Caigary Trail South 433-6400 


Red Deer: 5239 S3rd Avenue 340-0500 low price sound advice 
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Come out and enjoy a face off 
between multi talented artists and 
NHL Altstars including Lanny 
McDonald, Russ Courtnall, Sam 


Roberts and Jim Cuddy 
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Are friends electric? 


Insults and in-jokes 
are commonplace 

for the All Purpose 
Voltage Heroes 


By JERED STUFFCO 


pparently Dan Poole, vocalist 

Aes: local keyboard fetishists All 
rpose Voltage Heroes, is having 
a hard time being taken seriously. 

Little wonder—after all, this is a 
man whose band showed up at a 
recent gig dressed in soccer outfits, 
billing themselves the All Passing 
Soccer Heroes and had a friend 
serve Orange juice onstage. At 
another gig, the group spent the 
first 15 minutes of their set asleep; 
when an alarm clock rang out over 
the PA, they devoted the remainder 
of the show to getting out of bed, 
brewing coffee and getting dressed. 
Clearly, this is a band that doesn’t 
take things too seriously. Or maybe 
it’s their age—three of the members 
are still in high school, while Poole 
is the eldest at 20. 

Still, with the band getting props 
from just about everybody in the 
local scene, sharing stages with 
musicians 15 years their senior and 
garnering the kind of media atten- 
tion that most bands would sell their 
moms for, it’s clear that the Voltage 
Heroes aren’t simply a novelty band. 
No—apparently, Poole is having dif- 
ficulty being taken seriously by his 
own bandmates. 

“J write the lyrics in this band, 
and I’d like to name the songs, but 
these guys always come in with a 
‘temporary’ name that’s totally 
retarded,” Poole explains, sitting at a 
downtown café with the rest of the 
band and poking straw holes into a 
half-eaten cinnamon bun. 


DAILY (3,;- 7PM) 


% RED STAR £ 


“Dan does take things pretty seri- 
ously,” says keyboardist Kevin Cher- 
ney with a smirk. 

“Dan,” interjects drummer Con- 
nor Mayer, “you know that when we 
say ‘temporary,’ you know it’s going 
to be permanent.” Everybody but 
Poole laughs. 


=|ELECTROPOP 


“But we’re a very democratic 
band,” continues Zach Poole, Dan’s 
little brother and the quietest of 
the bunch, before being cut off by 
Cherney. 

“Exactly,” he howls, “we take a 
vote, and it always ends the same 
way: with a three-against-one vote 
and then [we say] ‘Fuck you, Dan, 
the temporary name stays!”’ 

Poole flashes me a look that seems 
to say, “Do you see what I have to 
work with here?” But such exchanges 
are commonplace when you sit down 
with these cats. With most bands, 
you’d expect it to be symptomatic of 


10534 JASPER AVE 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
PH.780.428'0825 


internal friction or creative diffey. 
ences, but with APVH, it’s just plain 
funny. Indeed, the quartet have been - 
friends since infancy (“they call them. 
selves crib buddies”) and it’s clear they : 
have the kind of brotherly rapport 
that allows them to bug the shit out 
of each other without anybody get 
ting too broken up about it. 

“There’s no reason for us ever to 


“break up because we're all best 


friends,” says Zach Poole. 

“Yeah,” continues his older 
brother, “these guys are my main 
group of friends. Kevin, Zach and | 
went to daycare together and we met 
Connor in junior high.” 


EARLIER THIS YEAR, the band 
released their debut LP, Decorate Your 
Monster Shirt, which quickly won 
accolades for its uncharacteristic mix 
of dimestore keyboards, propulsive 
rhythms and off-kilter, Buck 65- | 
inspired vocals. Even the Toronto- 
centric magazine Exclaim! gave the 
band their stamp of approval and 
the APUH are set to embark on thei! 
second western Canadian tour this 
month. With so much success s0 
quickly, is there any concern that 
the band may, like some sort of 
musical equivalent of Macaulay 
Culkin, peak too soon? “We're going 
to be so jaded when we're 25,” Cher- 
ney says. “I’m going to be the 
biggest asshole.” 

“You're already a huge asshole,’ 


counters Mayer as the whole band 
erupts into laughter. 

After the tour, the band plans ‘° 
enter the studio -with the Floor's Gr 
ham Lessard—a huge step up, ©0" 
sidering Monster Shirt was recorde 
for $50 in a parent’s basement. 5° 
what can we expect for the band’ 
CD release party, tentatively book! 
for early June? “We're still toyi"5 
with the idea of doing a show as th 


All Porpoise Voltage Heroes,” May*! 


says with a grin. “Yeah, we're ®! 
going to dress up in dolphin © 
tumes and Dan is going to throw 
fish at us.” © 


ALL PURPOSE VOLTAGE HEROES 
With Social Wire » Megatune 
‘ Thu, Mar 25 
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By DAVID STONE 


Jules and George 


Finally. The snow is melting away, the sun 
is staying up later every day, and | can put 
away the parka. So with the birds chirp- 
ing and the trees leafing up again, there’s 
also a crop of new electronic music nights 
starting up around town, and more visit- 
ing DJs keeping the clubs full. 

Of course, it was the dreaded snow 
which kept British party DJ and BBC 
Radio One personality Judge Jules from 
playing at Escape Ultra Lounge back in 
january—the day he was scheduled to 
arrive, London was hit with a freak bliz- 
* zard that closed Heathrow Airport for 
eight hours-and left everyone guessing as 
to whether he’d eventually make it over. 

That wasn’t the case, but it didn’t matter 
to the masses who turned up to party 
with Neal K and myself as we kicked 
through a classic progressive trance set. 

Thankfully, the Judge was more 
than willing to reschedule the show, 
which will now take place at Escape 
next Thursday (April 1). The place 
rocked on May 18 with the double- 


header featuring Ferry Corsten and Lisa 
Lashes, and there’s no doubt the United 
guys have another great show in store 
for us next week. If you've still got your 
ticket from the original show, it’s still 
valid for this gig, so don’t lose it. Other- 
wise, head over to Foosh, Sunkissed 
Tanning, Underground or any Ticket- 
master outlet and get one quick. 

The lads in Connected have also 
started filling up their Spin Thursdays 
schedule with a few big names to carry 
us through April. The Standard has 
become a premier destination for quite 
a few heavy hitters over the past few 
months, and one of the most memo- 
rable shows was Roger Sanchez. The 
house don is back at the club on April 
8, fresh from the Winter Music Confer- 
ence in Miami earlier this month. 

Also coming to the Standard is pop 
icon Boy George on April 15, who's 
spent the years since the demise of his 
group Culture Club becoming a leading 
Dj, playing around the world and hold- 
ing down residencies at some of the 
biggest spots on the U.K. club land- 
scape. He also hasn’t given up on his 
extravagant ways, applying his unique 
aesthetic to a number of projects includ- 
ing. the Broadway musical Taboo, but 


- few people realize that he’s been trying 


his hand at DJing since 1979 alongside 
Jeremy Healy and Danny Rampling. He’s 
the first to admit he’s not the most tech- 
nically proficient spinner, but his taste 
for campy fun and hard-ass rhythms 
make for a good night out. Tickets are 
available through Foosh, Underground, 
Colourblind and Ticketmaster. 


There’s also a new Thursday night 
starting at the Guilty Martini South, just 
off Whyte Avenue. The Phoenix Produc- 
tions crew, who brought Toronto Dj 
Mark Oliver to New City a few weeks 
ago, have started up the aptly named 
Phoenix Thursdays, with DJs Big 
Daddy and Trapz laying down a funky 
house foundation every week. It’s a 
cool room, to say the least, and the fun 
time these guys bring to the decks 
means this night is worth checking out. 

There's a couple of new nights that 
have started at the Sugarbowl as well. 
With the success of DJs Bob Trampoline 
and Ben have enjoyed with their 
downtempo funk nights -at this swank 
non-smoking lounge and the Savoy on 
Whyte, it appears that chilled vibes are 
in demand, one’that appears to be fill- 
ing up. Sunday nights are called Mul- 
tipurpose: The Chilled Sounds of 
Tomorrow, and they’re hosted by 
Prosper and Eli of CJSR-FM’s Frequency 
programme, which means you can 
expect a mixed bag of leftfield grooves 
from dub to glitch techno. They plan 
to present a live guest every couple of 
weeks as well. Meanwhile, tech-house 
dudes Ariel and Roel have decided to 
indulge their ambient side with a new 
Friday night called Listen. 

As well, DecaDance’s Tuesday night 
has softened up a bit. Too Cool for 
Tuesdays has shifted musical gears 
toward more relaxed beats, with bits of 
rock and industrial thrown in for good 


“measure. The downtown lounge has 


also opened their kitchen, so you can 
have a wee bite in time with the beat. © 


Remembering Rick Garn 


Beloved GMC 
music teacher will 
be missed by 
family, friends 

and colleagues 


By RICHARD COOK 


friend and colleague who leaves 

too soon? Those who worked 
closely with Rick Garn were deeply 
saddened by his unexpected death 
last week and at a loss for words that 
could express how much everyone at 
Grant MacEwan will miss him in the 
music program and the college. 

Rick crossed the border into Cana- 
da from his birth home in Michigan 
in 1975 to become part of a tightly- 
knit team.of music professionals 
developing a new program ‘for young 
musicians who wanted formal study 
in jazz and contemporary music. As a 
classically trained musician holding 
both bachelor and master’s degrees in 
music, Rick understood the pedagogy 
of music education as well as the 
tigours of being a professional per- 
former. He was also active in the pro- 
tam administration as chair of music 
from 1991 to 1994. ‘ 

Rick found a home onstage, and 
all ofus marveled at his versatility. He 
a on oboe and Bogish horn, 


He do you say goodbye to a dear 


flute, clarinet and saxophone with 
the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra 
and the Tommy Banks Band. Rick has 
a lengthy professional résumé, but 
some of his most rewarding times 
were spent performing with students 
at concerts and recitals. 


{OBITUARY 


- Many tough times were made easi- 
er by Rick’s great sense of humour. He 
had a remarkable ability to take seem- 
ingly difficult situations and chal- 
lenges and turn them into the 
achievable through a sensible word or 
turn of phrase. Along with his great 
talent, it is these personal characteris- 
tics that made Rick a unique and 


beloved personality. He loved his stu- 
dents and cared deeply for their suc- 
cess."He revelled in their achievements 
and was deeply and personally disap- 
pointed when success eluded them. 
Rick was much loved by his wife 
Cathryn Heslep, his son Duncan, his 
family, his many friends and profes- 
sional colleagues, and generations of 
music students. All of us feel a heart- 
filling joy to have known this unique- 
ly wonderful and deeply caring man. 
To celebrate Rick’s love of music 
and his dedication to students, a stu- 
dent award in his name is being cre- 
ated. Donations can be madeto the 
Grant MacEwan College Foundation 


referencing the Rick Garn Award. © 


Richard Gok is Dean of the Centre 
for the Arts and the Leslie Nielsen 
School of Communications at Grant 
MacEwan College. 
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AARON BOOTH 


Amazing Toronto singer-songwriter returns, with guests 
THE DEON BLYAN BAND, JONATHAN INC and SNAILHOUSE 


TANYSS NIXI 
& THE ANGRY MOB 


Edmonton's wayward chanteusse 
returns. With guests CUSP and MONIQUE LaFLAMME. 


STEPHEN FRANKE 
& NOISES FROM THE TOOLSHED 


_ Gypsy jazz and groove with strong Latin and Cuban 
influences. With guests JR. SHORE & THE FAMILY BAND 


GRANNY DYNAMITE 


Under the Cover Sundays, plus DJ Dudeman. 


THE BURT NEILSON BAND 


Get ready to dance, party and bring down the house with 
Thunder Bay's BNB. With guests BLUE QUARTER. 


CARSON COLE 


Blues/Rock/Funk trio that must be seen to be believed. 
With guests LEMON JUICE. 


TRICKY WOO 


The long awaited return of the reunited Montreal rockers. 
With Toronto's THE ILLUMINATI and WHITEY HOUSTON. 


JunoFEST 2004 


'BOMBA! ¢ OH SUSANNA © STEVE DAWSON © SANDY SCOFIELD }.. 
BLACKIE & TRK'S © SHAYE ¢ BOTTLENECK ¢ JOHN HENRY 


APR G3 The Beautiful Girls APR'Z2 OUR VOICE 10th Anniversary party 
APR 8 The Marshall Lawrence Band APR 97 Division & Wellesley 


for more listing: and information visit 


WWW. SIDETRACKCAFE.COM 
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Canadian songwriters tell the 
tales behind their music at 
Juno Week event 


By JAMES ELFORD 


inger/songwriter Damhnait Doyle knows fans love 

to hear stories about how their favourite songs 

came to be. Luckily her time in the band Shaye, 
the supergroup she formed with fellow East Coast 
singer/songwriters Tara MacLean and Kim Stockwood, 
has supplied her with a lively anecdote to accompany 
most of the songs in her repertoire—and a damn 
good lie to back up the rest 

“We'll make up funny little stories or banter about 
the songs on the road to try and make each other 
laugh,” Doyle says. “I don’t really remember which 
ones are real ones and which ones were made up 
along the way, so people might get a real one or they 
might get a far more entertaining but fabricated one.” 

Doyle will be spinning her yarns along with other 


Whose st 


notable Canadian song-slingers at the Songwriters’ 
Circle, part of the torrent of weekend festivities crash- 
ing into Edmonton during the JunoWeek celebra- 
tions. Anyone who attends the Sunday afternoon 
event at the Winspear will have the chance to take a 
peak behind the creative curtain as some of Canada’s 
best songwriters offer insight into their music and 
maybe tell a tall tale or two as they sing the after- 
noon away. “I’ve had some of the 
best times of my life doing song- 
writers’ circles,” Doyle says. “It's so 
intimate and the chemistry on stage 
is beautiful. You're really giving the audience 'a view 
into the kitchen where songs are made. I don’t always 
want to know [where a song I liked came from] 
because maybe it’s personal and I don’t want that to 
change. But you have to make that choice as a fan.” 
If fans do choose to come and hear what Doyle 
has to say, they might be treated to a song called 
“Big Fat Babies.” Written on the eve of the American 
invasion of Iraq, the song urges listeners to “turn off 
the TV” and “settle down and make some big fat 
babies.” “I generally pick someone out in the audi- 
ence [when I sing that one],” Doyle says, “and I stare 


Our E-ville offspring 


Under-18s get a 
nod with JunoFest 
all-ages local music 
showcase 


By PHIL DUPERRON 


bout the red carpet Sunday 
night award ceremony where the 
best and brightest of Canada’s music 
community will accept their prizes. 
But JunoFest, two days of showcases 
around the city featuring some 
hominees as well as up-and-coming 
local acts, is a cha 
get up close a 


F some, Juno weekend is all _ 
a 


at them and freak them out.” 


SHAYE WON'T BE the only performers looking for- 
ward to the circle, of course. Alberta’s own Corb Lund 
is also happy to share a bit of his lyrical country style 
with the audiences. In fact, he recently had some 
practice when he was brought to the University of 
Alberta as a speaker/singer along with legendary 
folksinger Ramblin’ Jack Elliott. “We did that together 
as a seminar kind of thing, a sort of informal chat,” 
Lund says. “The theme of that was storytelling in 
songs, and we talked about the role of the traveling 
singer as a conduit for cultural exchange.” 

It’s a subject well known to Lund, who has 
spread his prairie-born music all over the world. 
Lund’s music, which leans more toward songs about 
horses or oil rigs than typical country love ballads, 
is often inspired by his colourful family (whose 
members include “professional gamblers, rodeo 
cowboys, religious fanatics and world travelers”), 
his eclectic reading habits and the old cowboy 
songs that his ranching grandfathers used to sing. 
“There’s a lot of influence there,” Lund says. “Even 


ry now? 


a lot of my phrasing comes from my grandfathers 
and I get a lot of interesting turns of phrase from 
growing up with them.” 

But having such a deep reservoir of influences to 
draw upon hasn’t stopped Lund from finding inspira- 
tion in an incident as mundanely aggravating as get- 
ting his truck stuck in some wet pastureland while 
visiting a friend. “We kept calling people in from 

town,” Lund says, “and they had to 

make an hour trip out and we'd 

keep getting trucks stuck till we 

finally had to get a tractor out there 
to get them all unstuck. It turned into nine hours and 
I didn’t get home till two in the morning.” 

Faced with such adversity, Lund did what comes 
natural to any songwriter: “I thought, ‘What the hell 
else am | supposed to do?’ so I went and wrote a song 
about it.” © 


SONGWRITERS’ CIRCLE 

Featuring lan Thomas, Marc Jordan, Cindy Church, Murray 
McLauchlan, Buck 65, Esthero, Corb Lund, Danny Michel, 
Shaye and Liam Titcomb * Winspear Centre * Sun, Apr 4 
(12 noon) 


ce for people to. 


would seem to suggest that music 
fans under 18 have no choice but to 
watch the main event on TV. Lucki- 
ly, they have another option: going 
to Red’s on Friday night to check 
the pulse of Edmonton's thriving 
underground scene for themselves. 
This all-ages showcase, presented 
by Black Dot Productions, features 
some of the hottest and hardest work- 
ing acts E-ville has to offer. From the 
two-tone ska of the Mad Bomber Soci- 
ety to the fist-pumping punk of the 
Wednesday Night Heroes, it looks like 
a night to remember. Eli Klein, who 
tuns Black Dot with his partner Liv 
Lunde, knew as soon as the festival 
was announced he had to be involved 


_ in whatever capacity possible, even if 


it meant running for coffee. Luckily, 
JunoFest associate producer/produc- 


tion manager Kirby and Black Dot 


hhave a history. Years ago she hired the 


fledgling duo to book punk-oriented 
all-ages shows at the Sidetrack Café 
and she brought them on board to 
make the showcase a reality. 

“She saw how we could handle 
ourselves in a larger room with all- 
ages shows,” Klein says, “so she 
knew we could handle ourselves 
with an event of this size. Kirby has 


always, always supported the all- 
ages scene. She’s always seen the 
value of making music available for 
all to see. And her passion towards 
it has been a complete inspiration 
for me to continue to do it past my 
own age of being able to go to bars.” 


WITH MAINSTREAM MEDIA out- 
lets like MuchMusic and Chart final- 


ly declaring Edmonton to be cool, 
Klein sees this as a chance to keep 
the ball rolling. “T really Hipe this is 
an opportunity for the scene to 
show itself to those who have never 
seen it before,” he says. “I can’t 
Stress how important the Junos are 
to Edmonton right now. If this had 
come a year ago I don’t think we'd 
have had such a good push. If it 
happened next year, who knows? 
But right now the scene is more 
vibrant, more active and more 
dense than it has been in a long 
time. I’m really excited that this 
opportunity came along for Edmon- 
ton to show that to the country.” 
Rich Bomber, guitarist for the 
Mad Bomber Society, hopes the gig 
will let the general public know what 
we've got going on in Edmonton. But 
just as important it shows the Junos’ 
willingness to acknowledge under- 


ground music. “I think the Junos and 
[the Canadian Academy of Recording 
Arts and Sciences] are starting to real- 


ize that you've got to pay attention _ 
to the local scene,” he says, “and~~ 


“you've got to really pay attention to 
music other than what the main- 
stream focus is. A band like Sum 41— 
we joke about it and laugh about it, 
but when you get right down to it 
they're a punk band. Whether you 
want to admit it or not, the music 
they play and the way they dress is 
punk, right? So if the Junos start 
turning their back on stuff like that it 
becomes embarrassing for them.” © 
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~ ALL-AGES 
With Mad Bomber Society, Wednesday 


Night Heroes, the Operators, Our 


Mercury and the Mark Birtles Project * 


Sp WS we pe 


Red's * Fri, Apr 2 
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~ STRENGTR.AN NUMBERS 
LAST FEDERAL ELECTION ONLY 26% 
OF YOUTH VOTED. WHAT ARE YOU 
WAITING FOR ?.... 


ake 
RUSH THE VOTE MUSIC: POWER SUMMIT 


~ DATE: Friday April end 
TIME: 5:30-8:00 p-n- . 
LOCATION 
Cineplex Odeon 
 @ South Edmonton Common 


CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS : A . 
www. lyshthevote.ca : hoes 
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH VOTE ! : / ae ij 
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By JENNY FENIAK 


Welcome back, Cottars 


‘The Cottars ¢ Festival Place « Fri, 
‘Mar 26 Although most musicians work 
for years before tasting any success, the 
Cottars have achieved international 
renown before any of them have even 
celebrated their 18th birthday. The Cot- 
tars—two brother and sister duos from 
Cape Breton who met at a concert in 
2000—have played all 
over North America, 
Europe and even made 
a special trip out to 
Japan last year to pro- 
mote their 2001 debut, 
Made in Cape Breton. 

“| was not at all 
aware of the Celtic 
presence [in Japan],” 
says Ciaran MacGillivray 
from a stop in 
Saskatchewan. “We did 
a show at the Canadian 
embassy in Tokyo and it 
was really amazing. We 
got a great response 
from the crowd and we 
were really, really 
pleased with it and 
we've been told recently that our album 
is in the top 10 in their international cate- 
gory in the Japanese music stores. So 
we're really excited about that and we 
might be getting another trip back there 
in December.” 

Unlike most artists, the Cottars, 
whose members rage in age from 14 to 
17, are young enough not to have to 
rely on their music to make a living; 
instead, they're all still toiling through 
public school, collecting big packages of 
homework every time they return 
home. Balancing the two halves of their 
lives would be an insurmountable chal- 
lenge if it weren’t the support of their 
parents. MacGillivray and his sister 
Fiona’s father Allister (a well-known 
Maritime folk artist in his own right) 
Serves as the group’s musical director 
and helps them find obscure traditional 
tunes to perform and record. Their 
Mother Beverly, meanwhile, has 
assumed the role of business manager 

while Jimmy MacKenzie and his 
younger sister Roseanne’s mother han- 
les all the sales and merchandise. 


be 


Right now, the kids are extremely 
busy trying to find time after school or 
on weekends to finish recording their 
second album On Fire, which is slated 
for release at the end of June. And their 
touring schedule will only become more 
hectic once the school year is finished 


Tanyss racket 


Tanyss Nixi and the Angry Mob « 
With Cusp and Monique Laflamme 
* Sidetrack Café ¢ Fri, Mar 26 If 
nothing else, Tanyss Nixi’s six-month 
excursion to Toronto helped her realize 
she’s a West Coast girl at heart. “I don’t 
want to dis [Toronto] so much,” Nixi says 
from the Wildwood farm just outside 
Edmonton she considers a part-time 
home. “It’s fine, I’m sure, but it wasn’t 
for us. There’s no nature, it’s really pollut- 
ed—it’s falling to pieces, basically. | felt 
like | drove 3,500 kilometres to just see a 
bunch of people stand- 
ing around in cowboy 
shirts and | could’ve 
probably just stayed 
here to see that. So 
we're going to hang 
here for a bit, probably 
be on the road a lot... 
and then head out 
west this time and see 
what that’s like.” 

Along with Jamie 
_ Patterson—the Mob 
|} member who Nixi 
married before leaving 
town—she brought 
= along plenty of copies 
ame Of her self-titled debut 
album. (The CDs were 
originally shipped to 
the couple’s tiny Hogtown apartment, 
where they spent a few weeks dou- 
bling as furniture.) “We were just like, 
stuck in this recording rut,” Nixi says. 
“We could never get anything finished 
so we wanted to get the damn thing 
done,” Nixi says. “But it’s done, so the 
curse is lifted now and we can just 
move on and start working on the 
next record.” 

Since its official release last Octo- 
ber, Tanyss Nixi + the Angry Mob (Nixi’s 
first full-length disc following a string 
of EPs) has been gaining the most trac- 
tion on the college radio charts. “We 
like it, but we realize its not perfect,” 
Nixi says. “It’s better than some of the 
stuff | hear, so there you go. And even 
the most sterilized, expensive record- 
ing that took two years at the Hit Fac- 
tory or whatever can be really boring 
to listen to. And, at the end of the day, 
it’s the material. If the material sucks, 
then it doesn’t matter where you 
recorded it. ‘Ooh, we spent a long 
time polishing this turd and it cost us 
50 grand!’" © 
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ismatched 
usicians face off 
against NHL pros 
o compete for 
Juno Cup 


py DAVE JOHNSTON 


about every Canadian kid dreams 
about becoming: a huge rock star 
or a professional hockey player. 


T= are two things that just 


While no one’s ever managed to do. 


poth, it’s always nice to dream. 
However, there isa whole gener- 


ation of Canadian musicians who - 


occasionally put down their instru- 
ments and don the garb of the ice 
warrior. For example, groups like 
Blue Rodeo are actively involved in 
the annual Exclaim! Cup in Toronto, 
where they can leave the charts 
behind and try to put that puck in 
the back of the net instead. 

With everyone coming to town for 
JunoWeek, it only makes sense to get a 
few people together for some friendly 
shinny, doesn’t it? Of course it does. 
And why not pit a few of Canada’s 
finest musicians against a few former 
NHL pros while we're at it? Well, that’s 
the kind of thinking that led to the 


Shinny happy people 


creation of the Juno Cup. 

The Friday afternoon game, which 
will kick off the annual music celebra- 
tion taking place this year in the City 
of Champions, is an old-fashioned no- 
contact match between the likes of 
Sam Roberts and NHL all-star Russ 
Courtnall. Even the coaches have been 
plucked from the stage—Kathleen 
Edwards will run the artists’ team while 
Nickelback will take charge of the pros. 

With seasoned vets like Brian Ben- 
ning and Mormand Lacombe facing 


olf agains®people more accustomed 
to swinging riffs than slapshots, 
there’s a marked disparity in skill lev- 
els between the two teams. Thankful- 
ly, the game is being played in the 
name of charity—in this case, the 
CARAS Music Education program, 
which donates funds to schools across 
the country to buy instruments. 

“| don't really play hockey,” laughs 
Jeremy Taggart of Our Lady Peace, 
who hopes to play in the game as a 
winger. “My roommates [in Los Ange- 
les] are Sean Avery and Brad Norton 
[of the Kings]. The only things I know 
about hockey are through them.” 

Taggert decided to strap on some 
skates because he thought it would 


a 


be funny. “I hope people aren’t too 
serious about [the game],” the drum- 
mer muses. “My role on the team 
will be to choke the other side and 
make fun of how old they are.” 

For singer/songwriter—and 2004 
Juno nominee—Tom Barlow, the real 
thrill will be sharing ice time with a 
hero. “I’m a big fan of Lanny Mac- 
Donald,” he says. “He’s the guy. He's 
one of my favourites. I grew up in 
Toronto, and when I was a little kid 
he was the heart and soul of the team. 
So getting to play hockey with him is 
like writing a song with Bob Dylan.” 

» Like Taggart, Barlow isn’t much of 
a hockey player. “I’m crappy, really, 
but I can skate,” he laughs. “[The last 
time I played hockey] was probably 
on an outdoor rink about four years 
ago. It was after a few beers, after the 
bar. Wouldn’t that be Canadian, [to] 
go out and play some shinny?” 

Taggart and Barlow both agree 
that Edwards will make a fine coach. 
It might be their only hope. “! think 
she’ll direct me on opening and clos- 
ing the gate,” Barlow jokes. “My sole 
purpose will be to avoid humilia- 
tion. Public humiliation, that’s what 
I have to avoid.” © 


THE 2004 JUNO CUP 
Agricom Hall D (Northlands Park) ¢ 
Fri, Apr 2 (1pm) © $15 at Ticketmaster 
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’ 1) JONES, NORAH 
FEELS LIKE HOME 
2) BLACK EYED PEAS” 
ELEPHUNK 

3) EVANESCENCE 
FALLEN 

4) GODSMACK 

OTHER SIDE 

5) GROBAN, JOSH 
CLOSER 

6) FRANZ FERDINAND 
FRANZ FERDINAND 

7) DARKNESS 
PERMISSION TO LAND 

8) DIDO 

LIFE FOR RENT 
9) McLACHLAN, SARA 
AFTERGLOW 

10) NO DOUBT 
SINGLES 1992-2003 


(WIDESCREEN) 
2) FUTURAMA: 
VOLUME 3 (4 DVD’S) 
3) SCHOOL OF ROCK 
(WIDESCREEN) 
4) MONA LISA SMILE 
5) DAWN OF THE DEAD 
(SINGLE) 
6) TEN 
COMMANDMENTS 
“SPECIAL EDITION (2 DVD) 
7) LOST IN 
TRANSLATION 
(WIDESCREEN) 


8) LION KING 1 1/2 


60 CHANNELS 
COVERT MOVEMENTS 
(SUPACRUCIAL RECORDINGS) 
a EE 
60 Channels’ Covert Movements is 
absolutely inspired stuff, with a particu- 
larly divine bit of it coming courtesy of 
the Angel. Acting as singer, songwriter 
and gearhead, L.A.’s Angel proves her- 
self one of dance music’s renaissance 
women as she capably channel-surfs 
urban electronic styles—incorporating 
everything from jazz, dub and trip-hop 
to drum and bass—into a tidy package 
that captures the electric feel of a 
warm summer night in the big city. 
Comparisons to hallowed ‘tronic 
heroes like LT] Bukem, Thievery Corpo- 
ration and Leftfield (in their more 
atmospheric moods) aren’t the least 
bit unwarranted for 60 Channels—and 
Covert Movements will make fans of 
Massive Attack damn happy too. On 
“Riddim Supastar,” Angel lays down a 
gritty, dubby, bass guitar-driven line 
while Karen Grant and Navigator trade 
vocals in different yet complementary 
reggae styles. Navigator, who also 


works with Asian Dub Foundation and 
the Freestylers, shows more range on 
“Beyond the Chemical Domain,” 
where his rapid yet hushed vocals sail 
over Angel’s slick drum and bass. The 
cavalcade of collaborators continues 
with Frente’s Angie Hart on “Black 
Rush,” Meat Beat Manifesto’s DJ Col- 
lage on “Counter Evolution” and rela- 
tive newcomer Rain Phoenix on 
“Scorched Earth.” Namedrops aside, 
the Angel is really the star on Covert 
Movements, an exercise in precision 
and execution. 60 Channels and 
everything is on—one of the year’s 


best. Yee te tre Yuri WuENSCH 


DAVID BYRNE 

GROWN BACKWARDS 

(NONESUCH) 

aS 
When Talking Heads finally called it a day, 
David Byrne seemed relieved—at least, 
that’s the way his subsequent projects 
sounded. He reveled in worldly rhythms, 
dabbled in theatre and distanced himself 
from the avant-pop of the revered NYC 
outfit. So imagine Byrne settling into 
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dd freachy 


ENTER EVERY WEONESOA 
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10081 Jasper Ave. Poladiuum 
toil 428-CLUB for more 1 


singing arias with Rufus Wainwright, as 
he does with “Au Fond du Temple Saint,” 
a cut from Grown Backwards. |n typical 
Byrne fashion, though, there’s a sense of 
joy in his voice, and that emotion per- 
vades the eclectic, buoyant material on 
this latest collection. Unlike his previous 
few albums, there’s a feeling of blissful 
revelation to songs like “The Man Who 
Loved Beer” and “She Only Sleeps,” as 
though Byrne is rediscovering the root of 
what he loves about singing his little 
songs about people and their abstract 
thoughts, dreams and encounters. For all 
this disc’s ever-shifting musical sophisti- 
cation—the songs on Grown Backwards 
run the gamut from hushed to beautiful- 
ly orchestrated, hinting at all of his cre- 
ative phases without being grossly 
obvious about it—Byrne has never 
appeared as comfortable as he does 


now. Yoo wet —Dave JOHNSTON 


MC MARIO 
MIXDOWN 2004 
(SONY) 
Se 
The first track on MC Mario’s latest is 
one | actually own: Despina Vandi’s 
“Gia,” which uses a flamenco string 
and vocal motif to good effect. By 
playing the cut as fast as he has here, 
Mario takes all the sinew and sex 
appeal out of it, but at least its inclu- 
sion meant Mixdown 2004 featured 
something | hadn’t expected—imag- 
ine, a decent tune from a cookie-cutter 
label whore like MC Mario. No sooner 
were things looking up, though, than 
Mixdown 2004 went right downhill. 
The mix from “Gia” into KMC featur- 
ing Sandy’s “Get Better” is about as 


ist- 


records&cds 


misery is a butterfly 


blonde redhead 


top 10 sellers 


01. fabulous muscles xiu xiu 

02. your blues destroyer 

03. bows & arrows walkmen 

04. infini heart chad van 

05. misery is a butterfly blonde redhead 


mo mati 


senseless a mix between two tracks as 
I've ever heard—absolutely no correlation 
or mix harmony whatsoever. However, 
this shouldn’t come as any surprise. Even 
MC Mario’s name is a misnomer—does 
this “MC” ever really say anything? of 
course, adopting the title of “Dj” would 
be a slap in the face of hardworking Djs 
the world over. Mixdown 2004 is down— 
lowest common denominator dance 
music for the masses. Sony, with all your 
distributional and promotional clout 

would it kill you to promote a Dj wh 

truly deserves it instead of MC Manufac- 
tured Consent? ¥ = —Yuri WuenscH 


THE HURT PROCESS 

DRIVE BY MONOLOGUE 

(VICTORY) 
Se 
If you put the words “pop” and “punk” 
together, you naturally think of bands 
like Green Day, the Offspring or Blink- 
182—bands who put more emphasis on 
catchy hooks than genuine angst. 

The Hurt Process is a pop/punk act 
too, but unlike those California acts, 
these Brits emphasize the punk. (At 
least, most of the time they do—but | 
get to that in a minute.) While the band 
is into catchy hooks and easy-to-remem- 
ber riffs, the Hurt Process sees no point 
in softening the blow for a mainstream 
audience. The vocals still scream as if 
they’d come from a Chicago hardcore 
act and the drums clatter away to give 
just about every track a nice, noisy feel. 

But there’s one glaring exception; 
“Clarity,” the band’s power ballad (if | 
can still actually use that term), is the 
kind of track that has all the hallmarks 
of a major radio hit. It begins with sim- 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


06. panda park 90 day men. _ 
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ple vocals over a quiet guitar lead, 
building to a big-finish guitar crescen- 
do. | think it’s the weakest track on the 
record, but knowing what mainstream 
audiences want to hear, if this was put 
out on a major label, it would have 
been the hit of the upcoming summer. 
te te te —STEVEN SANDOR 


THE VINES 

WINNING DAYS 

(VIRGIN/EMI) 

Like a true garage band, those Aussies in 
the Vines plundered a youth filled with 
Nirvana, the Beach Boys and maybe 
even a little Redd Kross to make their 
grand statement. Their debut album, 
Higher Evolved, was a bit of a mess, with 
one anthemic bit (“Get Free”) deposited 
in a gooey mess of utterly forgettable 
filler. Their second album, Winning Days, 
is a much more sophisticated affair that 
leans toward the psychedelic vibe of 
Brian Wilson while still planting a foot on 


Jason Anderson 


A humble, heartfelt collection of tunes that had me con- 
vinced until he started whining about Fugazi and Elliot Smith. 


Lee Aaron 


the distort pedal. Singer/songwriter 
Craig Nicholls continues to play the 
petulant one, underscoring the explosive 
(and helplessly addictive) opening track, 
“Ride,” with his patented Cobainesque 
screech. It’s a sound that the Vines inhab- 
it well, but more melodic experiments 
like “Autumn Shade II” might catch fans 
pining for more verse-chorus-verse mate- 
rial off-balance. As for midtempo num- 
bers like “Animal Machine,” the band 
nearly topples back into that ominous 
fodder pit. They almost pull it all togeth- 
er with the raging “F.T.W.” at the end. 
Almost. %t%e¥ —Dave JoHNsToN 


JC CHASEZ 

SCHIZOPHRENIC 

(JIVE) 
SS 
There’s a good reason why we’re even 
bothering to devote ink to this former 
member of ’N Sync. First of all, Justin Tim- 
berlake has somehow managed to make 
the jump from boy band hell by hiring 


the Neptunes, aping old-school Jacko and 
dumping Britney, thus cementing his 
“pad boy” persona and “street cred.” It 
also made horribly brilliant economic 
sense, since he’s sold a billion records, 
wrote a new jingle for McDonalds and 
gets to see Cameron Diaz naked whenev- 
er he wants. So fair play to JC for trying to 
get in some of that action. 

While Justin was trying to get us all 
naked by the end of that song, though, 
JC was hanging out in clubs and getting 
a sense of what makes a body move. He 
became friends with BT, Basement Jaxx 
and Rockwilder, and eventually came up 
with a disc that wanders all over the 
map—but in some good ways. Schizo- 
phrenic, with its flourishes of nasty tech- 
sex-funk, could have been a 
mind-blowing pop-dance album. There 
are just two things that ruin it all. One: 
JC has to stop singing like he’s still in a 
boy band—l|’m sure his testicles have 
dropped by now. Two: that wack album 
cover. ¥¢ 9% —Dave JOHNSTON 


BY WHITEY AND TB PLAYER 


tantly, this album has great playing and great songwriting. 
Sounds.a lot like the Go-Gos, but with more, er, balls. 


Cinema 


(independent) 


Waking Up the Trains 


Beautiful Things 

(Faithful Productions) 

| met Lee Aaron once. All | could say was “Ohmigod it’s 
the fucking Metal Queen!” and | was surprised that she 
was only three apples tall. Since then, she’s been a rock 
chick, a jazz chanteuse and now some kind of adult pop 
singer. It’s like that giant metal spider sucked a little life 
out of her with every incarnation, leaving her to wander 
the earth in zombie-like fashion mumbling sweet little 
nothings. So sad. 


(Epic) 

The wait is over. With song titles like “Let's Get Back to 
Bed-Boy” and “Skin on Skin” we finally have someone to 
fill the spot that’s been left vacant ever since Samantha 
Fox disappeared from the music scene. That spot, of 
course, being some record exec’s office couch. 


Sounds like Reprise has their shit together, by which | 
mean they got all their crappy bands in one room and 
recorded them. eat f 


The Butchies 
Make Yr Life 


| don’t really want to shit on some local dude’s wool blan- 
ket here, but everything about this disc needs a massage. 
It’s a classic case of First Band Syndrome and aptly 
demonstrates why you should take some time to develop 
before dropping a-block of dope money on a CD. (P.S.: 
Pert is a hair product, not a drummer.) 


Roger Whittaker 

Now and Then: Greatest Hits 1964-2004 

(BMG) 

Oh, Roger! How you used to comfort me on the way 
home from Grandma’s house in the back of the old brown 
Ford that mom totalled when she backed out of the 
garage with the door still ajar. Oh, and how my cousin 
Dale from Calgary desperately wanted to be like you! Oh, 
oh, oh, and how you'd kick AxI’s ass in a whistling contest! 


Busted 

A Present for Everyone 

(Universal) 

Another testament to the buying power of teenage girls— 
Busted is more tarted-up, phogna-bologna grist for the 
boy band mill. While most boy bands swoon money out 
of teenage pockets by simply being dreamy, these homely 
lads have to rely on actually playing instruments. Good 
luck with that and give my regards to B4-4 at Wendy’s. 


Andy Summers 

Earth and Sky 

(Goldenwire) 

ANDY (by phone): “Well, I’ve just managed to raise the 
pretentious cunt bar a notch there, old chap.” 
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‘Eleventh dream day 


Eleven international 
directors comment 
succinctly on 9-11 
in 11’09”07 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


film 11’09”01, producer and artistic 

director Alain Brigand says he and 
his fellow filmmakers set out to “evoke 
the sheer scale of the shock wave that 
followed September 11, testify to the 
resonance of the event throughout the 
world, better convey the human 
dimension of this tragedy, bring reflec- 


[: his explanation of the anthology 


|DO YOU HAVE AN ITEM TO SELL? 
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Classifieds for 2 weeks at $50 per week, 
we will run your ad until the item sells!!! 
No matter how long it takes. 


(some conditions apply} 


CALL CAROL ROBINSON AT 780-426-1996 FOR DETAILS 


tion to emotion, give a voice to all.” 
As bold as these words may read, I’ll 
be damned if 11’09”01, at its strongest 
and at its weakest, doesn’t reveal lucid 
moments that live up to each and 
every one of Brigand’s hopes—minus 
that last, impossible one. 

110901 finally arrives in Edmon- 
ton less than two weeks after the ter- 
rorist attacks that devastated Madrid, 
murdering nearly 200 civilians in the 
midst of their daily routine. If 
11’09”01 and this somber coincidence 
can remind us of anything, it’s that 
September 11 was not an American 
tragedy but a global one, not a self- 
contained phenomenon but a metas- 
tasizing one that provokes reflections 
and debates that stretch well beyond 
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the petty declarations of certain atti- 
tudes as being pro- or anti-American. 

The 11 11-minute long reactions to 
9-11 that make up 11’09’01 vary wide- 
ly in their approach, yet the ones that 
worked the best for me were the ones 
that retained the cultural perspective of 
the director’s home country or region 
and avoided slipping into easy parable 
or blanket statements. (Though having 
said that, Shohei Imamura’s parable 
about a Japanese soldier who returns 
from war believing he is a snake is one 
of the most brilliant entries.) 

Sean Penn’s confusing effort to 
depict an elderly, senile New Yorker (a 
wonderfully wacky and sad Ernest 
Borgnine) who remains oblivious to 
the terrorist attacks in his perpetual 
grief mirrors Claude Lelouch’s tale of a 
deaf New Yorker's neglecting to look at 
her television after feeling the rumble 
of the Twin Towers collapsing beneath 
her feet: both pieces reveal filmmakers 
trying to find their way but delivering 
little of relevance or specificity. 

And yet, some of my favourite 
pieces also dealt with obliviousness, 
albeit of a different sort. Iranian direc- 
tor Samira Makhmalbaf’s piece begins 


11’09”01 on a perfect note, with a 
teacher attempting to lecture some 
Afghan refugee children on the gravity 
of 9-11 only to realize that while the 
children lack a clear sense of the U.S.’s 
place in the world, the first thing they 
need to comprehend is what a tower 
is. In Burkina Faso director Idrissa 


= {ANTHOLOGY 


Ouedraogo’s fun, comic take, a group 
of young boys team up to capture 
Osama bin Laden in hopes of collect- 
ing the hefty reward on his head. 

Mexican director Alejandro 
Gonzalez Ifarritu, on the other hand, 
leaps into the smoke and flames of 9- 
11 with admirable bravery and the 
most humane intentions, showing us 
only the briefest of flashes of falling 
bodies and panicked voices before 
thrusting us repeatedly into long spells 
of complete darkness. Yet he blows it 
with an overreaching swelling of 
orchestral music and a giant title card 
reading “Does God's light guide us or 
blind us?” Ultimately, it’s all too clever 
and too distancing. 


By contrast, my other favourite 
piece was from Britain’s Ken Loach 
who, in collaboration with Paul Lavert, 
and Vladimir Vega, delivers 11’09”01's 
clearest work, a blend of personal essay 
and reportage. Laverty, an exiled 
Chilean, writes a letter to an American 
friend to extend his sympathies regard 
ing 9-11, but also asks his friend to 
remember Chile’s own September 11 
(the date of the U-S.-backed coup of 
Allende) and the years of bloodshed 
that followed. Laverty’s letter is not 
meant to point fingers (though its reso- 
nance couldn’t be more explicit) but to 
establish that what we ultimately feel 
together has something to do with 
forces beyond our individual contro! 
and the incredible strength needed to 
persevere in the face of the devastation 
those forces wreak. O 


11'09’01 

Directed by Samira Makhmalbaf, Youssef 
Chahine, Danis Tanovic, Idrissa Ouedraogo, 
Sean Penn, Ken Loach, Claude Lelouch, 
Alejandro Gonzdlez Ifiarritu, Amos Gitai 
Mira Nair and Shohei Imamura ¢ Zeidler 
Hall, The Citadel © Fri-Mon, Mar 26-29 
(8:30pm) Metro Cinema * 425-9212 


Pessimistic River 


Five hippies trade in 
their kayaks for 
minivans in The 
Same River Twice 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


documentary The Same River 

Twice, Robb Moss says the film 
“travels a road from peyote to 
Prozac.” It begins in 1978, when 
Moss and about a dozen of his 
friends took a glorious, month-long 
trip down the Colorado River. They 
were a young, beautiful, free-spirited 
bunch who seemed to have found 
paradise on earth—the drugs were 
good, the scenery was gorgeous and 
everyone in the group shared the 
same devil-may-care attitude toward 
sex and public nudity. (“We felt we 
needed a good reason to put clothes 
on” is how one of the group mem- 
bers puts it.) It was the impossibly 
perfect climax to the best summer 


[: the director’s statement for his 


any of them would ever have. 

Moss's film is a wonderfully sub- 
tle portrait of five of those old friends 
of his, who have now grown up, 
become parents and have found all 
sorts of good reasons to keep their 
clothes on. Two of them, Barry and 
Cathy, have become small-town 
mayors; Danny has left her job as a 
genetics consultant to open her own 
aerobics studio; and Jeff hosts a pub- 
lic-affairs talk show on a local radio 
station and has written his first 


=| DOCUMENTARY 


novel. Jim, the spiritual leader of the 
group back in 1978, is the only one 
who hasn’t moved to suburbia—he’s 
still a river guide, but he’s lost his 
mystical aura and these days seems 
more like one of those genial aging 
hippies who never really figured out 
how to get their life started. Jim has 
a dream house he keeps promising to 
build in the woods, but after laying 
the foundation several years ago his 
attention drifted to other projects.) 


But one of the many, many mar- 
velous things about The Same River 
Twice is that Moss isn’t interested in 
reducing these people’s lives to a 
question of who’s “sold out” and 
who hasn’t. (Truthfully, it’s unfair to 
call any of them sellouts—they all 
seem like decent, idealistic citizens 
who’ve never abandoned their com- 
mittment to serving their communi- 
ty.) The film has more to-do with the 
unpredictable-ways that lives unfold, 
and the compromises both large and 
small that everyone has to make as 
they get older. It’s a film about the 
challenge of leading a happy life, and 
how difficult it is to figure out which 
series of choices will leave you feel- 
ing fulfilled once you’ve made them. 


MOSS NEVER ONCE STATES his 
themes, but he evokes them ove! 
and over again in ways that are 
simple yet profound. There’s 4 
wonderful sequence, for instance, 
where Barry attends a tap recital 
given by his young daughter's 
dance class—as the girls perform 4 
very clumsy Broadway-style dance 
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In the company 


Affleck-haters can 
avoid Jersey Girl; 
others will have their 
hearts mildly warmed 


By STEPHEN NOTLEY 


Smith movie starring Ben Affleck, 

so if you’re one of those people 
who despises Ben Affleck it goes 
without saying you’re not gonna 
wanna see this movie. Even worse 
for you folks is the fact that Jersey 
Girl, like the much-reviled Gigli, is a 
Bennifer movie, which is to say it 
stars not only Ben Affleck but Jen- 
nifer Lopez; you Affleck-loathers 
probably don’t even need to read the 
rest of this review. 

For the folks not hypnotized into 
hatred of Affleck by the Bennifer phe- 
nomenon, Jersey Girl is a perfectly 
pleasant little film about a family, a 
nice little thing where Ben Affleck 
learns to be a good dad and a better 
person. Sounds pretty insipid, but real- 
ly it’s not so bad. Writer/director Kevin 
Smith is known for his energetic dia- 
logue and slightly crass sensibilities, as 
displayed in movies like Clerks, Chas- 
ing Amy, Dogma and Jay and Silent Bob 
Strike Back. In Jersey Girl he holds off 
on indulging his often bad sense of 
humour so the whole movie has a 


jee Girl is the new Kevin 


more restrained, grown-up feel, like it’s 
trying to be respectable. 

The setup is fairly simple: Affleck 
is a hotshot music promoter in New 
York City just married to Jennifer 
Lopez. But soon after losing his wife 
in childbirth causes Affleck, in a 
moment of stress, shoots his mouth 
off, loses his fancy PR job and is 
forced to retreat to his dad George 
Carlin’s place in New Jersey to raise 
his infant daughter. Cut to seven 
years later and we find Affleck as the 
pretty-good dad of a fairly charming 


z 


seven-year-old girl, still stuck in Jer- 
sey, shyly fending off the amourous 
advances of Liv Tyler, preparing to 
perform in a father-daughter talent 
show and secretly wishing he had 
his old hotshot asshole PR job back. 


I'VE NEVER QUITE UNDERSTOOD 
the loathing people have for Affleck. 
To me he seems like a perfectly solid 
leading man: tall, good-looking and, 
if you look past all the asshole arro- 
gance on the surface, a stand-up guy 
when it counts. Sure he’s made 
some crappy movies, but so has 
Nick Cage and you don’t see people 
lining up to despise him, do you? At 
any rate, Affleck is pretty much on 
the money here as a guy who has to 


number, you can’t help but laugh at 
how, just a couple of minutes earli- 
er, you've just seen Barry and his 
old buddies dancing around naked 
on a riverbank. But while it’s true 
that Barry’s living a much more 
Straitlaced life these days, you also 
can't help but think that maybe 
he’s found a different kind of par- 
adise on earth in the company of 
his family. It’s the support of Barry's 
family, in fact, that gets him 
through a whole series of traumas 
that befall him over the course of 
the film, as he loses the campaign 
to be re-elected as mayor, and later 
is diagnosed with testicular cancer. 
Barry seems even luckier when 
you compare him with Jeff, who we 
first meet back in 1978 snuggling rap- 
turously under a comforter with his 
wife Cathy. They've since divorced— 
and it’s painfully obvious how much 
Jeff still regrets the infidelity that led 
to their splitting up. (Cathy’s descrip- 
tion of going to see Beat the Devil 
with Jeff and asking him in the mid- 
dle of the movie if he was having an 
affair is absolutely stunning in its 
simplicity—truly, it’s like something 
out of Raymond Carver.) And Moss 
even manages to get a lot of wonder- 
ful speeches out of the bashful Jim— 
there's a nice scene where he recalls a 


tourist telling him he wished he 
could spend all summer on the river 
the way Jim did, to which Jim 
responded that there was no reason 
why he couldn’t. 

But a life on the river isn’t for 
everyone. Regrettably, we all have to 
move on. The film ends with Barry 
watching the 1978 version of himself 
arguing with Jim over what they 
should do that day—Jim wants to 
camp out in the beautiful sun for 
another day, but Barry wants to pack 


Liv Tyler and Ben Affleck in Jersey Girl 


be believable as both a selfish prick 
and a good dad. 

Jersey Girl has a fairly simple 
theme (quit pining over your pre- 
dad life and concentrate on being a 
good father) but plays it out in a lik- 
ably relaxed way as a matter-of-face 
look into the stresses and internal 
conflicts of parenthood, with lots of 
room for the characters to stretch 
out in. Carlin turns in a nicely 
grounded, straightforward perfor- 
mance as Affleck’s dad; he doesn’t 
have to crack wise or even curse to 
have a calming, welcome presence 
in every scene he’s in, scruffily help- 
ing out with the child-rearing for 
while and then dumping the kid 
back on Affleck in order to teach 
him to pull his head out of his ass. 

And then there’s Raquel Castro, 
the seven-year-old who plays Gertie. 
She's pretty winning, with a huge J-Lo 
smile; it’s eerily easy to imagine her as 
Bennifer’s actual daughter. At seven 
she’s already probably smarter than 
her dad, and she and Affleck spar well 
in some amusingly crafted scenes. 

Jersey Girl isn’t tremendously 
powerful or meaningful or challeng- 


everything up and get back into the 
river. “I change my vote,” the pre- 
sent-day Barry says. “Is it too late to 
change my vote? I want to stay.” The 
Same River Twice is one of the wisest, 
truest movies I’ve ever seen about 
the way life makes it impossible for 
us to stay in one place. O 


THE SAME RIVER TWICE 

Directed by Robb Moss « Zeidler Hall, 
The Citadel © Fri-Mon, Mar 26-29 (7pm) 
© Metro Cinema # 425-9212 


ing, but by the same token it’s also 
not tremendously offensive or annoy- 
ing or frustrating. It’s a middle-of-the- 
road kinda picture, a nice little film 
with a good, simple heart, pleasing 
enough while you watch it but 
unlikely to stick in the mind after- 


ward. Not bad, but there are probably 
better movies out there to see. O 


JERSEY GIRL 

Written and directed by Kevin Smith « 
Starring Ben Affleck, Liv Tyler and 
Jennifer Lopez ¢ Opens Fri, Mar 26 
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Dawn_of the Dead 
remake brings 
nothing new to the 
zombie party 


By STEPHEN NOTLEY 


Considering that the plot of every 

zombie film is always pretty much 
exactly the same—a beleaguered 
group of humans fight off increasing 
waves of mindless zombies—we’ve 
seen plenty of go-rounds on it. A 
quick glance at the mini-genre pops 
up Romero's original trilogy (Night of 
the Living Dead, Dawn of the Dead and 
Day of the Dead), ’80s pseudo-sequel 


ic not like we lack zombie movies. 
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Return of the Living Dead, Peter Jack- 
son's tiber-gory Dead Alive, the recent 
videogame-inspired House of the Dead 
and Danny Boyle’s subtle and star- 
tling masterpiece 28 Days Later. 

So, given this crowded field of 
tales o’ the undead, what exactly 
does the 2004 edition of Dawn of 
the Dead bring to the table, zom- 


EIMORROR 


biewise? Nothing new, unfortunate- 
ly; the new Dawn is a reasonably 
efficient delivery of the standard 
tropes of the genre without any orig- 
inal perspective or novel approach 
to give it a unique identity. 
Certainly it’s less satisfying than 
George Romero’s 1978 progenitor. 


SHANG 10 CLASSIFATON 


Romero’s Dawn was brilliant in that it 
parodied consumerism by filling a 
mall with listless zombies repeating 
the dull actions of their former lives 
while at the same time celebrating and 
indulging consumerism by allowing 
the human characters to live out the 
fun fantasy of roaming at will through 
a mall, grabbing whatever you need to 
fight zombies and anything else that 
happens to catch your eye on the way. 

Dawn 2004 doesn’t have any- 
thing that good. The new Dawn is 
set in a mall like the original, except 
this time it’s Sarah Polley and Ving 
Rhames and a bunch of other peo- 
ple you’ve probably never heard of 
fighting off the evil dead. The con- 
sumerism is downplayed, the sense 
of the apocalyptic is lessened, and 
while they do the zombie stuff okay 
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Sarah Polley and Ving Rhames in Dawn of the Dead 


and hit all the plot points, it’s tough 
to see what, if anything, this movie 
has to say about zombies. The cast is 
a little too diffuse to really make it 
work as an ensemble piece, and you 
don’t get the tight narrative focus of 
28 Days Later either, so Dawn 2004 
kinda splits the middle. It’s the 
responsibility of each new zombie 
movie to ring some changes on the 
formula, but somehow Dawn ’04 
seems to have triangulated into the 
dead spot between alf the other 
zombie films. 


THAT’S NOT TO SAY Dawn 2004 
can’t please a crowd. Neither Polley 
nor Rhames are really given any- 
thing character-interesting to do, 
but they do have a certain inerasable 
appeal—particularly Rhames, who 
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owns the screen every second he’s 
on it. A jerky rich guy says some sar- 
castic things and gets some laughs 
occasionally. Dawn ‘04 lacks the glo- 
rious red explosions Tom Savini 
brought to the original, but some 
heads get blown off here and there 
in good fashion. The film has an 
interest in random quirkiness like 
“Don’t Worry, Be Happy” elevator 
muzak or the occasional video blip 
of creepy confusion. And there are 
some nice modern effects moments, 
including a pretty good van-backs- 
over-some zombies bit and a deli- 
cious Grand Theft Auto sky-chopper 
over-the-city shot. 

But still, this film has the feel of 
something that was done not 
because its creators had a new idea or 
a new thing to say but just because 
they figured they could work the 
brand, like the recent Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre remake. It’s not that Dawn 
of the Dead 2004 is terrible; it’s just 
that Night of the Living Dead, Dawn of 
the ae (1978), Bey of 1 the Dead, 

C, i U Dead 
and 28 Days Later are all better. So 
why would you watch this one? © 


DAWN OF THE DEAD 
Directed by Zack Snyder © Written by 
James Gunn ® Starring Sarah Polley, Ving 
Rhames and Mekhi Phifer ¢ Now playing 
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hattered Glass is 
gripping account 
f a compulsively 
ing journalist 


JOSEF BRAUN 


hattered Glass, the directorial 
debut of screenwriter Billy Ray, is 
an extremely well-crafted 
count of the rise and fall of hot- 
ot U.S. journalist Stephen Glass. 
though he wrote for publications 
prestigious and/or popular as the 
w Republic and Rolling Stone, most 
us probably first became aware of 
Jass as a result of the controversy 
at essentially ended his career at 
e age of 26, If you haven’t heard of 
Jass, well, so much the better for 
ur enjoyment of Shattered Glass, 
ich you might want to go out and 
t before reading this review. 

One of the smartest choices Ray 
akes is to initially tell the film 
m Glass’s perspective. Portrayed 
jth an impressive balance of 
dearing and disingenuous eccen- 
icities by Hayden Christensen, 
ass explains how “journalism is 
e art of capturing behaviour.” In 
is sense, both Ray and Christensen 
‘ove themselves to be very capable 
ematic journalists, building the 
ntral character with details such as 
lass’s walking around the office in 
locking feet or alphabetizing the 
er at a party or flattering a recep- 
nist by saying that her lipstick is 
he bomb.” Glass was also compul- 
vely self-effacing, precocious, witty, 
illing to work undercover and 
und stories that fed smoothly into 
ie New Republic’s traditionally liber- 
sympathies: all the makings of a 
T reporter. 

But one of Glass's New Republic 
clusives irks a writer at Forbes who, 
er performing a bare minimum of 
ct-checking, has serious doubts 
out the story’s accuracy. Glass’ 
y, unpopular editor at New Repub- 
(a subtle, perfectly shaped perfor- 
ance from Peter Sarsgaard) 
empts to clear up the matter as 
ietly as possible, yet slowly begins 
realize the truth: the story in 
estion was not only compromised 


ical issues that are dragged into 
light in Glass’s wake, Ray brings 
film a terrific sense of pace; it’s a 
asure to watch this manipulative 
tle fucker squirm in shame and 
nial before going down in flames. 


VERAL CRITICS have stated that 
{tered Glass’s major flaw is that it 
er really addresses why Glass did 
at he did. (A similar complaint 
been levelled against The Fabu- 
© Glass’s ridiculous novel that’s 
ally a pseudo-apologetic mem- 
‘ I disagree absolutely with this 


assertion: had Ray attempted to pro- 
vide us with a specific explanation 
for Glass’s duplicitous behaviour, I 
bet that those same critics would’ve 
accused Ray of spoon-feeding us. 
The question why is not to be neat- 
ly answered by the film but pro- 
voked by it; Ray asks us why we're 
so easily seduced by charlatans— 


z 


and the answer may be dependent 
on your politics. 

Shattered Glass, which has just 
become available on DVD, never 
made it to Edmonton cinemas and 
failed to cause much of a stir else- 
where either, despite the presence 
of Christensen (who is, after all, 
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Anakin Skywalker), a high-profile 
cast and overwhelmingly positive 
reviews. (Sarsgaard won several 
year-end critics’ awards for Best 
Supporting Actor.) Was it the sub- 
ject matter that didn’t seem contro- 
versial or sufficiently “sexed-up”? 
Even while people rightly concern 
themselves with the apparent lies 
told by the president of the world’s 
most powerful state (or, for that 
matter, by Canada’s current prime 
minister), is there not at least some 
concern over the lies being perpe- 
trated by the journalists in posi- 
tions of influence who have 
ostensibly dedicated their careers to 
bringing us the most accurate infor- 
mation in the articles they publish? 
Or is it simply that most people 
take for granted that what they read 
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in publications like the New Repub- 
lic is as utterly fabricated as the 
celebrity-obsessed schlock they find 
in the National Enquirer? Let's hope 
for all our sakes that we haven't 
become quite that cynical yet. © 
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“Beguiling, lyrical portait of 
idealism and adulthood." 


“Mr. Moss, then a river 
guide and now a Harvard 
film professor, makes “The 
Same River Twice” a tone 
poem on the answers that 
were never discovered by 
the idealistic kids he had 
filmed years before and the 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel 
Theatre, 9828 - 101 A Ave. For more information, 
call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


VUEWEEKLY EQ MARCH 25-31, 2004 


NEW THIS WEEK 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


Cannes 2003 World's Best Commer- 
cials (P) A prizewinning selection of 
memorable and innovative TV commer- 
cials from around the world. A fundraiser 
for the 2004 Edmonton International 
Film Festival. 


Ca) 11'09”01 (M) A collection of short 
films—each one running exactly 11 
VUE « * . 
yin and nine seconds—in 
which 11 international directors 
offer their reactions to the September 11, 
2001 terrorist attacks on the United 
States. Featuring films by Youssef 
Chahine, Amos Gitai, Alejandro Gonzalez 
Inarritu, Shohei Imamura, Claude 
Lelouch, Ken Loach, Samira Makhmalbaf, 
Mira Nair, Idrissa Quedraogo, Sean Penn 
and Danis Tanovic. Zeidler Hall, The 
Citadel; Fri-Mon, Mar 26-29 (8:30pm) 


Jersey Girl (CO, FP) Ben Affleck, Liv 
Tyler, Raquel Castro and George Carlin 
star in Chasing Amy writer/director Kevin 
Smith’s heartwarming comedy about a 
career-driven man who must re-evaluate 
his priorities when his wife dies, forcing 
him to raise his daughter alone. 


The Ladykillers (CO, FP, L) Tom Hanks, 
Marlon Wayans, Irma P. Hall and J.K. Sim- 
mons star in Raising Arizona writer/direc- 
tors Joel and Ethan Coen’s remake of the 

*®" classic 1955 comedy, in which an eccen- 
tric criminal mastermind whose plan to 
rob a New Orleans riverboat is complicat- 
ed by an interfering old landlady whose 
conveniently located basement is integral 
to his scheme. 


(a) The Same River Twice (M) Direc- 
Pera tor Robb Moss’s wise, reflective 
PICK rq documentary intercuts footage he 
took during a free-spirited 1978 
river trip he and his friends took in the 
Grand Canyon with present-day footage 
of the same people more than 20 years 
later. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Fri-Mon, 
Mar 26-29 (7pm) 
Scooby-Doo 2: Monsters Unleashed 
(CO, FP, L) Matthew Lillard, Sarah 
Michelle Gellar, Linda Cardellini and 
Freddie Prinze Jr. star in director Raja Gos- 
# nell’s sequel to his 2002 hit, in which the 
Mystery, Inc. detective agency battles an 
evil scientist who has developed a 
machine that recreates the greatest foes 
from their past cases. 
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Agent Cody Banks 2: Destination 
London (CO, FP) Frankie Muniz, Antho- 
ny Anderson and Hannah Spearritt star in 
Twin Town director Kevin Allen’s sequel to 
the 2003 tween-targeted hit, in which a 
teenaged CIA agent travels to England 
for his latest undercover assignment. 


The Barbarian Invasions (P) Rémy 
Girard, Marie-Josée Croze and Stéphane 
Rousseau star in writer/director Denys 
Arcand’s Oscar-winning sequel to his 
1986 arthouse hit The Decline of the 
American Empire, in which an aging, phi- 
landering academic makes peace with his 
son and his old circle of friends, col- 
leagues and lovers before dying of can- 
cer. In French with English subtitles. 


(=) Cold Mountain (FP) Jude Law, 
Nicole Kidman, Renée Zellweger, 
vc Baker, Philip Seymour Hoff- 
man and Natalie Portman star in The 
English Patient director Anthony Minghel- 
la’s epic, episodic film version of Charles 
Frazier’s novel about a Civil War deserter 
and his grueling trek back home to the 
bride he left behind in North Carolina. 


Confessions of a Teenage Drama 
Queen (FP) Lindsay Lohan, Adam Garcia 
and Alison Pill star in director Sara Sugar- 
man’s adaptation of Dylan Sheldon’s YA 
novel about a teenage girl who cam- 
paigns for the lead in the school play as a 
way of re-establishing her popularity after 
her family moves from Greenwich Village 
to a godforsaken New Jersey suburb. 


2) The Corporation (CO, GA) Direc- 
tors Mark Achbar (Manufacturing 
74 Consent) and Jennifer Abbott’s 

mF Crovocstie documentary about 
the psychopathic, conscienceless inner 
workings of the corporate mind. Featur- 
ing interviews with Naomi Klein, Noam 
Chomsky and Michael Moore. 


Dawn of the Dead (CO, FP) Sarah Pol- 
ley, Ving Rhames and Mekhi Phifer star in 
director Zack Snyder's remake of George 
Romero’s satirical 1978 horror movie 
about a small band of humans who barri- 
cade themselves in a massive shopping 
mall when the earth is taken over by a 
vast army of zombies. 


i) Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind (CO, FP) Jim Carrey, Kate 
Oren Kirsten Dunst and Elijah 

IS ood star in Human Nature director 
Michel Gondry’s dark comedy about a 
man who leams his ex-girlfriend has 


BEST 
COMMERCIALS 
FESTIVAL 
“2 WEEKS ONLY! 


1:00, 3:00, & 5:00 pm 
°14Ae 


undergone an experimental procedure to 
erase all her memories of their relationship 
and decides to get his memories wiped out 
as well. Screenplay by Charlie Kaufman. 


50 First Dates (CO, FP) Adam Sandler, 
Drew Barrymore, Sean Astin and Rob 
Schneider star in Anger Management direc- 
tor Peter Segal’s romantic comedy about a 
veterinarian who attempts to have a rela- 
tionship with a girl whose short-term mem- 
ory loss means he has to get her to fall in 
love with him every single time they meet. 


Hidalgo (CO, FP, L) Viggo Mortensen, 
Malcolm McDowell and Omar Sharif star 
in Honey, | Shrunk the Kids director Joe 
Johnston’s exotic equestrian epic, set in 
Saudi Arabia in 1890, about an American 
Pony Express courier to travels to the 
desert to take part in a lucrative but dan- 
gerous and grueling horse race. 


(=) The Lord of the Rings: The 
Return of the King (CO, FP) Eli- 
ee. Wood, lan McKellen, Viggo 

Mortensen and Liv Tyler star in the 
long-awaited concluding chapter of direc- 
tor Peter Jackson’s epic film adaptation of 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s trilogy of fantasy novels 
about a band of hobbits, trolls, elves, wiz- 
ards and humans who embark on a quest 
to destroy an evil, all-powerful ring. 


Love, Sex and Eating the Bones (FP) 
Hill Harper, Marlyne Afflack and Mark 
Taylor star in writer/director Sudz Suther- 
land’s romantic comedy about a porn- 
addicted man who must put his 
unrealistic fantasies aside when he meets 
the real-life girl of his dreams. 


va) Monster (CO) Charlize Theron and 
ba Christina Ricci star in writer/director 
rq Patty Jenkins’s sympathetic biopic 
about Aileen Wuornos, the troubled 
woman who in the ‘80s became known as 
“America’s first female serial killer,” and 
her needy relationship with her emotional- 
ly stunted lesbian lover. 


O Mystic River (FP) Sean Penn, Kevin 
Pr Bacon and Tim Robbins star in Unfor- 
jeg given director Clint Eastwood’s moody 
drama, set in working-class Boston, 
about three childhood friends whose trau- 
matic memories of the past are revived 
when one, now a police detective, begins to 
suspect another of killing the third’s daugh- 
ter. Based on the novel by Dennis Lehane. 


NASCAR 3D: The IMAX Experience (FP) 
Kiefer Sutherland and \eff Gordon are fea- 
tured in Free Willy director Simon Wincer’s 
jumbo-screen documentary about the his- 
tory of the NASCAR racing circuit and the 


Protagonists in Coen Brothers films tend or 


=, 
me in two basic varieties: criminals 


with big plans but insufficient brainpower (think William H. Macy in Fargo or Nero 
Cage in Raising Arizona) and loquacious criminal masterminds saddled with cretinous 
henchmen (think George Claoney in O Brother, Where Art Thou? or Tom Hanks in 
their latest, The Ladykillers). And if you thought Clooney’s Ulysses Everett McGill 
had a fancy name, just wait until you hear Hanks introduce himself as Goldthwait Hig- 
ginson Dorr, Ph.D. The character was simply called “Professsor Marcus” when a 
cadaverous Alec Guinness played him in the original 1955 version, but that’s the 
Coen Brothers touch for you—they’ve also relocated the plot from England to New! 
Orleans and have undoubtedly incorporated a lot more elaborate single-take 


Steadicam shots into the action as well. 


cutting-edge technology that the sport’s 
top drivers rely on to win competitions. 


The Passion of the Christ (CO, FP, L) 
Jim Caviezel and Monica Bellucci star in 
Braveheart director Mel Gibson’s ultra- 
controversial, blood-soaked Biblical epic 
depicting the final 12 hours in the life of 
Jesus of Nazareth. In Latin and Aramaic 
with English subtitles. 


Secret Window (CO, FP) Johnny Depp, 
John Turturro and Maria Bello star in The 
Trigger Effect writer/director David Koepp’s 
psychological thriller about a newly 
divorced writer who is stalked at his 
remote cottage by a psychotic stranger 
who claims he stole a story idea from him. 
Based on the novella by Stephen King. 


Spartan (CO) Val Kilmer, Derek Luke and 
William H. Macy star in Heist writer/direc- 
tor David Mamet's terse thriller about a 
secret agent assigned to rescue the 
daughter of the U.S. president from a 
team of kidnappers, only to suspect he’s a 
pawn in an even more sinister plot. 


@ Starsky and Hutch (CO, FP) Ben 
Stiller, Owen Wilson, Vince Vaughn 
ess Snoop Dogg star in Old School 
director Todd Phillips’s irreverent 
film version of the 1970s TV cop show 
about a pair of mismatched policemen 
who fight crime with the aid of their 
souped-up Ford Torino and their omni- 


scient street informer Huggy Bear. 


Taking Lives (CO, FP) Angelina Jolie, 
Ethan Hawke and Olivier Martinez star in 
The Salton Sea director D.J. Caruso’s 
thriller about an FBI profiler on the trail of 
an elusive serial killer who assumes the 
lives and identities of each of his victims 


ra) The Triplets of Belleville (P) 
a Writer/director Sylvain Chomet's 

eg unique, nearly wordless animated 

feature about a clubfooted old 

woman who enlists the aid of a 1930s 
vocal trio to rescue her son, a champion 
cyclist who has been kidnapped by a 
gang of sinister hoodlums. 


Twisted (FP) Ashley Judd, Samuel L. 
Jackson and Andy Garcia star in Quills 
director Philip Kaufman’s lurid thriller 
about a police officer whose murder 
investigation takes a disquieting turn 
when the killer begins targeting all her 
former lovers. 


LEGEND 


CO: Cineplex Odeon, 444-5468 
EFS: Edmonton Film Society, 439-5285 
FP: Famous Players 
GA: Garneau Theatre, 433-0728 
L: Leduc Cinema, 986-2728 
M: Metro Cinema, 425-9212 
P: Princess Theatre, 433-0728 


. 
THAI MASSAGE WORKSHOP 


Friday, May 14, 6-8 pm 
Saturday, May 15, 12-4 pm 
Sunday, May 16, 10 am-1 pm 


3 Day Workshop $100 + cst 
Call or e-mail for details and to register 


—— 


EDMONTON” YOGA STUDIO 


Hatha 


tel 451.8131 
12039 — 127 street 


edmontonyogastudio@shaw.ca 


lyengar Ashtanga 


VUuEwEEKLY EQ MARCH 25-31, 2004 


Showtimes for Friday, March 26 to Thursday, April 1 


‘Al showtimes are subject to change at any time. Please con- 
tact theatre for confirmation. 


8712-109 St. 433-0728 


THE CORPORATION PG 
Daly 6.45 9:30 Sat Sun 2.00 


10337-82 Av ©, 433-0728 | 


THE TRIPLETS OF BELLEVILLE PG 
Daily 715 Sat Sun 2.00 
No 7.00 show Mon, Mar, 29 or Wed, Mar. 31 


THE BARBARIAN INVASIONS 14A 
Mature theme, Daily 9:15 Sat Sun 4,00 

CANNES 2003 WORLD’S 

BEST COMMERCIALS FESTIVAL 14A 


Dally 7:00 9.00 Sat Sun 1.00 3.00 5.00 


9828-101A Ave, 
Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 
THE SAME RIVER TWICE stTc 
Fri Sat Sun Mon 7.00 
110901 (SEPTEMBER 11) sTc 


Fr Sat Sun Mon 8,30 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, 


St. Albert, 458-9622. 
STARSKY AND HUTCH 144 
Daily 1.30 3.40 7.20 9:20 i 
SCOOBY-DOO 2: MONSTERS UNLEASHED PG 


aly 12.30 2.45 7109.00 


AGENT CODY BANKS 2: DESTINATION LONDON = PG 
Daily 12.45 3.00 


TAKING LIVES 18A 

Vialenca. Daily 6.50 9.10 " 

HIDALGO PG 
iolence. Daily 1.00 3.30 7.00 9.30 

THE LADYKILLERS . 144 


Coarse language. Dally 1.15 3.15 7.30 9.15 


LEDUC CINEMAS 


4762-50 St, 986-2728 


THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 18A 
English subtitles. Brutal and gory violence, disturbing content. 
Daily 7.00 9.30 Sat Sun 1.00 3.30 


SCOOBY-DOO 2: MONSTERS UNLEASHED PG 

Daily 7.10 9.10 Sat Sun 1.00 3.10. 

THE LADYKILLERS 144 
Coarse language. Daily 7.20 9.20 Sat Sun 1 203.20 

HIDALGO PG 


Violence, Daily 6.50 9.30 Sat Sun 1.10.3,40 


WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


(1) 780-352-3922 
SCOOBY-DOO 2: MONSTERS UNLEASHED PG 
Daily 7,10 9.10 Sat Sun 1,00 3.10 
THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST © 18A 


English subtitles. Brutal and gory violence, disturbing content. 
dally 7.00 9.30 


AGENT CODY BANKS 2: DESTINATION LONDON PG 
Sat Sun 1.10 3,20 


STARSKY AND HUTCH : 140 
Daily 7:20 9.20 Sat Sun 1:20 3.20 
HIDALGO PG 


Violence. Daily 6.50 9.30 Sat Sun 1.10 3.40 


CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 4 


“Sz CINEMA GUIDE 


10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 18A 


English subtities. Brutal and gory violence, disturbing content 
Daily 12:40 3:40 6:30 9:30 


HIDALGO PG 
Violence, Daily 12:30 3:30 6:45 9:50 

STARSKY AND HUTCH Z 414A 
Dally 1:30 4:00 7:20 10:10 


SECRET WINDOW 144 
Violence. Daily 3;20 7:40 10:25 


AGENT CODY BANKS 2: DESTINATION LONDON = PG 
Daily 12:50 


TAKING LIVES 18A 

Violence. Daily 1:50 4:40 7:30 10:20 

DAWN OF THE DEAD 184 

Gory violence throughout. Daily 1:40 4:10 7:50 10:15 

ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND 14A 
* Coarse language. Daily 1-10 4:20 6:50 9:20 

JERSEY GIRL 144 

Daily 1:20 4:30 7:10 10:00 

THE LADYKILLERS 144 


Coarse language. No passes. Daily 1:00 3:50 7:00 9:40 


WEST MALL 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 
LOVE ACTUALLY 14A 
Sexual content. Fri Mon-Thu 7:00 Sat-Sun 4:00 7:00 
ALONG CAME POLLY PG 


Crude content, Fri Mon-Thu 7:30 9:35 
Sat-Sun 2:20 4:40 7:30 9:35 


BIG FISH PG 
Not recommended for young children, Fri Mon-Thu 6:35 9:00 
Sat-Sun 1:20 3;50 6:35 9:00 


MASTER AND COMMANDER: 

THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 144 
Violence, Fri Mon-Thu 6:30 9:15 Sat-Sun 2:30 6:30 9:15 

YOU GOT SERVED PG 
Fri Mon-Thu 9:40 Sat-Sun 1:50 9:40 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Fri Mon-Thu 7:10 9:20 Sat-Sun 1:40 4:10 7:10 9:20 
TWISTED ~ 140 


Violence, coarse langauge. Fri Mon-Thu 7:20 9:30 
Sat-Sun 2:10 4:30 7:20 9:30 


CALENDAR GIRLS PG 
‘Nudity. Fri Mon-Thu 6:50 9:10 Sat-Sun 1:30 4:15 6:50 9:10 
EUROTRIP 18A 


Crude sexual content. Fri Mon-Thu 6:40 8:50 
Sat-Sun 2:00 4:20 6:40 8:50 


CLAREVIEW 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 
50 FIRST DATES PG 
Crude content. Fri Sun-Thu 7:10 9:30 Sat 9-30 
THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 18A 


English subtitles, Brutal and gory violence, disturbing content 
Daily 1:20 4:10 7:00 10:00 


STARSKY AND HUTCH 14A 
Daily 12:40 3:00 5:30 7:50 10:10 

HIDALGO PG 
Violence. Daily 12:50 3:50 6:50 9:50 

SECRET WINDOW 144 


Violence. Daily 1:00 3:10 5:25 7:40 10:05 


AGENT CODY BANKS 2: DESTINATION LONDON PG 
Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 12:15 2:30 4:35 Sun 4:35 


TAKING LIVES 18A 
Violence, Daily 1:30 4:20 8:00 10:20 

DAWN OF THE DEAD 18A 
Gory violence throughout. Daily 12:20 2:50 5:10 7:30 10:15 
THE PRINCE AND ME PG 
No passes, Sneak preview Sat 7:00 Sun 1:00 i 
JERSEY GIRL 140 
Dally 1:40 4:00 6:40 9:10 

SCOOBY-DOO 2: MONSTERS UNLEASHED PG 
No passas, Dally 12:30 2:40 5:00 7:20 9:40 

THE LADYKILLERS 140 


Coarse language. No passes. Daily 1:10 3:40 7:00 9:35 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 436-8585 


LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE RETURN OF THE KING 144 
Violence, frightening scenes. Daily 12:20 4:30 8:45 

Stars and Strollers Thu 10:00 am 


MONSTER 18A 
‘Sexual violence, coarse language. Daily 1:50 4:40 7:20 10:10 
50. FIRST DATES 5 PG 
Crude content, Daily 2:00 4:50 7:40 10:15 

‘THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 184 


English subtitles. Brutal and gory violence; disturbing content 
Daily 12:00 1:00 3:00 4:00 6:30 8:00 9:20 


HIDALGO PG 
Violence. Daily 12:30 3:40 6:45 9:45 
STARSKY AND HUTCH 144 


Fri-Sun Tue Thu 12:45 1:45 3:15 4:15 5:45 7:15 8:15 9:40 
10:40 Mon Wed 12:45 1:45 3:15 4:15 7:15 9:40 10:40 


SECRET WINDOW 14A 
Violence. Daily 2:15 5:20 7:50 10:2 

SPARTAN 14A 
Violence, coarse language. Daily 10:15 

TAKING LIVES 18A 
Violence, Daily 12:15 2:45 5:15 7:49 10:30 

DAWN OF THE DEAD 168A 
Gory violence throughout. Daily 12:40 1:40 3:10 4:10 5:40 
7:00 8:10 9:30 10:45 

ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND 144A 
Coarse language. Daily 1:10 3:4 5 

THE CORPORATION PG 
Daily 12:10 3:20 6:50 

JERSEY GIRL 14A 
Daily 1:30 4:45 7:30 10:00 

THE LADYKILLERS 14A 


Coarse language. No passes, Daily 1:20 3:50 7:10 9:50 


WE: 
: 1331 


THE HAUNTED MANSION PG 
Frightening scenes. Fri-Sun 2:40 4:50 6:40 9:00 
Mon-Thu 4:50 6:40 9:00 : 


PETER PAN PG 
Fri-Sun 2:10 4:40 Mon-Thu 4:40 

THE LAST SAMURAI 4A 
Gory scenes. Fri-Sun 2:50 6:30 9:30 Mon-Thu,6:30 9:30 
TEACHER'S PET G 
Fri-Sun 2:30 5:00 Mon-Thu 5:00 

SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 


Coarse language, sexual content. Fri-Sun. 2:00 4:30 7:10 9:50 
Mon-Thu 4:30 7:10 9:50 


TORQUE 14a 
Violence. Daily 7:20 9:20 

AGAINST THE ROPES PG 
Coarse language. Daily 6:50 9:40 

WIN A DATE WITH TAD HAMILTON! PG 


13 Fri-Sun 2:20 4:45 7:00 9:10 Mon-Thu 4:45 7:00 9:10 


GALAXY CINEMAS @ SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 


416-0150 
50 FIRST DATES PG 
Crude content. Dally 9:35 
THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 18A 


English subtitles, Brutal and gory violence, disturbing content 
Daily 12:05 3:30 6;50°9:55 


STARSKY AND HUTCH 14A 
Dally 1:25 4:30 7:25 9:55 

HIDALGO PG 
Violencs. Daily 12:20 3:45 6:45 9:45 

SECRET WINDOW 14A 


Violence. Dally 12:15 3:15 6:40 9:10 


AGENT CODY BANKS 2: DESTINATION LONDON PG 
Fri Sun-Thu 1:30 4:10 6:55 Sat 1:30 4:10 


TAKING LIVES 18 
Violence. Daily 9:25 


DAWN OF THE DEAD 18A 
Gory violence throughout. Daily 1:15 4:20 7:05 10:10 


ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND 148 
Coarse language. Fri Mon-Thu 12:30 4:00 7:20 10:05 
Sat 12:30 4:00 10:05 Sun 4:00 7:20 10:05 


JERSEY GIRL 144 
Daily 1:00 3:50 7:15 9:50 


THE LADYKILLERS 14A 
Coarse language. No passes. Daily 2:00 4:45 7:30 10:00 
SCOOBY-DOO 2: MONSTERS UNLEASHED PG 
‘No passes, Daily 12:00 2:15 4:40 7:00 

THE PRINCE AND ME PG 
No passes. Sneak preview. Sat 7:00 Sun 1:00 

WALKING TALL sTc 


No passes. Sneak preview. Sat 7:00 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


14231-137 Ave, 732-2236 
LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN 
OF THE KING 144 
Violence, frightening scenes. Daily 7:30 
50 FIRST DATES PG 
Crude content. Daily 12:15 2:30 4:45 6:55 
MONSTER 184 
‘Sexual violence, coarse language. Daily 9:10 
THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 16A 


subtitles. Brutal and gory violence, distGrbing content. 
Fri Mon-Thu 12:40 2:10 3:30 5:00 6:40 8:30 9:40 Sat 12:40 
2:10 3:30 5:00 8:30 9:40 Sun 2:10 3:30 5:00 6;40 8:30 9:40 


THE PASSION OF CHRIST (18A) . 
SCOOBY-DOO 2 (PG) ............. 


THE LADYKILLERS (14A) 
HIDALGO (PG)... 


UPCOMING RELEASES: 


STARSKY AND HUTCH 14A 
Daily 12:20 3:00 5:20 8:00 10:20 

HIDALGO PG 
Violenca. Daily 12:50 3:50 7:05 10:00 


SECRET WINDOW 14A 
Violence, Daily 12:10 2:30 4:45 7:50 10:15 


AGENT CODY BANKS 2: DESTINATION LONDON PG 
Dally 12:00 2:20 4:40 


TAKING LIVES 18A 
Violence. Daily 1:50 4:50 7:40 10:10 


DAWN OF THE DEAD 18A 
Gory violance throughout 


Daily 12:45 2:00 3:10 4:30 10 8:10 9:30 10:3 

ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND 144 

Coarse language. Daily 15 

THE LADYKILLERS 144 

Coarse language. No passes. 

Daily 1:10 3:40 7.20 9:50 

JERSEY GIRL 144 

Dally 1:40 4:20 7:00 9:20 

SCOOBY-DOO 2: MONSTERS UNLEASHED PG 
* No passes 


Daily 12:30 2:50 5:10 7:25 9:35 


THE PRINCE AND ME “Ps 
No passes. Sneak preview. Sat 7-00 Sun 1:00 


FAMOUS PLAYERS) 


GATEWAY 8 


29 Ave, Calgary Trail, 436-6977 
MYSTIC RIVER p 14A 
Coarse language. 12:30 3:30 6:45 9:35 
COLD MOUNTAIN 184 
12:10 3:20 6:40 9:45 
CONFESSIONS OF A TEENAGE DRAMA QUEEN Gc 
1:00 3:40 7:15 9:25 
TWISTED © - 144 


Violence, coarse language. Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 1:25 4:20 
7:30 10:00 Sat 1:25 4:20 10:00 Sun.4:20 7:30 10:00 


AGENT CODY BANKS 2: DESTINATION LONDON PG 
Fri Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 12:45 4:10 7:20 9:40 
Sat 12:45 4:10 9:40 


LOVE, SEX AND EATING THE BONES 18A 
Sexual content, 1:10 4:30 7:10 9:55 

SCOOBY-DOO 2: MONSTERS UNLEASHED PG 
No passes. 12:15 1:15 2:35 4:00 4:50 7:00 7:25 9:20 9:50 
THE PRINCE AND ME PG 
Sneak preview Sat 1:30 Sun 7:30 

WALKING TALL sTc 


Sneak preview Sat 7:00 


ERCITY WEST EDMONTON MALL 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
LORD OF THE RINGS: > 
THE RETURN OF THE KING 148 
Violence, frightening scenes. 8:00 
50 FIRST DATES PG 


Crude content, Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 1:30 4:30 7:35 10:30 Sat 
1:30 4:30 10:30 Sun 4:30 7:35 10:30 


THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 168A 
English subtities. Brutal and gory violence, disturbing content 
1:10 4:10 7:05 10:05 


STARSKY AND HUTCH 144 
12:10 2:40 5:10 7:25 10:10 

HIDALGO * PG 
Violence, 12:30 3:45 6:50 9:55 

NASCAR 3D: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE SG 
12:30 2:15 4:00 6:00 7:30 9:00 10:30 £ 

TAKING LIVES 18A 
Violence, 12:55 3:35 6:55 940 

DAWN OF THE DEAD 18A 
Gory Violance throughout. 1:15 4:20 7:20 10:15 

ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND 14A 
Coarse lang 

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Thu 7:45 10:25 

Wed 10:25 

SECRET WINDOW 14A 


Violence. Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed 1:40 4:40 7:40 10:20 
Thu 1:40 4:40 10:20 


AGENT CODY BANKS 2: DESTINATION LONDON PG 
12:20 3:00 5:20 


THE PRINCE AND ME PG 
‘Sneak preview Sat 7:30 Sun 1:30 


_ JERSEY GIRL 148 


1:00 4:15 7:10 9.50 
Cinebabies Wed 1pm 


"APRIL 2 - HELLBOY so HOME ON THE RANGE 


in Mon Tue Thu 12:00 12:4 
S Wed 12:00 12:45 23% 


THE LADYKILLERS 140 
Coarse language. 12:15 3:30 7:00 10:00 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 


THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 184 
Engjish subtitles. Brutal and gory violence, disturbing content 


1:00 4:00 7:00 9:50 

STARSKY AND HUTCH 144 
Sun Mon Tue Thu 12 3 

Wed 30 9-2 

SCOOBY-DOO 2: MONSTERS UNLEASHED PG 


No pass 


THE LADYKILLERS 14A 
Joarse language. 
12:45 3:45 


PJ MOVIES 12 
CINEMA CITY 12 


SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


THE GODFATHER 4A 
owing at Movies 12 only 


Fri Sat late night 10.45 


SHANE G 
Showing at Cinema City 12 only, 

Fri Sat late night 12.10 

AGAINST THE ROPES PG 


Coarse language. Sat Sun 11.05 
Daly 1 4x 


Fri Sat late night 12.10 


WIN A DATE WITH TAD HAMILTON PG 
Sat Sun 11.30 

Daily 1.45 4.15 7.009.25 

Fri Sat late night 11.40 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Goarse language, sexual content. Sat Sun 11,00 

Daily 1.40 4.25 7.05 9.5 

Fri Sat late night 12.25 


MASTER AND COMMANDER: 

THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 144 
Violence. Sat Sun 10.50 

Daily 1.25 4.10 6.55 9.45 

Fi Sat late night 12.20 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Sat Sun 11.200 

Daily 1.30 4.05 7.05 9.35 

Fri Sat late night 11.45 


HOUSE OF SAND AND FOG 14A 
Showing at Cinema City 12 only 

Disturbing content 

Daly 7.10 9.50 

Fri Sat late night 12.20 


TORQUE 14A 
Violence. 

Ginema City 12: Sat Sun 11.55 Dally 4.50 7.35 

Movies 12: Sat Sun 11,20 Daily 1.10 3.05 5.007.15 9.25 

Fri Sat late night 11.30 


THE BIG BOUNCE PG 
Coarse language. 

Sat Sun 11.45 

Daily 2.00 4.25 7 40 10.05 

Fri Sat late night 12.05 


THE LAST SAMURAI 148 
Gory scenes. 

Daily 12.50:3.45 6,45 9.40 

PETER PAN G 
Sat Sun 11.10. . 


Daily 1.55 4.40 7.30 10.00 
Fri Sat tate night 12.10 


THE HAUNTED MANSION PG 
Frightening scenes. 

‘Sat Sun 11,35 

Daily 2.05 4.45 7.25 9,30 

Fri Sat late night 11.35 


GOTHIKA 14A 
Violance. disturbing content 

Cirrema Gity 12: Dally 2.10 10.10 Fri Sat late night 12.30 
Movies 12: Daily 7,45 10.10 Fri Sat late night 12.30 


BROTHER BEAR G 
Sat Sun 11.25 
Daly 1.15 3.165.18 


. DAILY 7:00PM & 9:30PM - SAT/SUN 1:00PM & 3:30PM wl | this ad to 
esses DAILY 7:10 & 9:10 - SAT/SUN MAT 1:00PM & 3:10PM fi 

DAILY 7:20PM & 9:20PM - SAT/SUN MAT 1:20PM & 3:20PM 
«+s. DAILY 6:50 & 9:30 - SAT/SUN MAT 1:10PM & 3:40PM 


Leduc Cinemas for... 


2 for 71 


ADMISSION 


Voli ONLY on Rion. We 931/84 
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Rod Beattie 
welcomes audiences 
back to Persephone 
Township in 
Wingfield on Ice 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


s the theatre critic for a self-pro- 
claimed “alternative” newspaper, 
Wingfield on Ice is precisely the 
kind of play I’m not supposed to like. 
Like the four Wingfield plays that pre- 


society of northern 
- alberta print artists 


10137, 104 street 
edmonton, alberta 15) 0Z9 
phone 423.1492 fax 426.1177 


snap@snapartists.com 
www.snopartists.com 


Pw GALLERY 


darlene kalynka 
reading the homestead 


solo exhibition of photo print 
based’ work by Canadian artist 


march 18 to april 17 


ceded it (all of them written by Dan 
Needles and performed by Rod Beat- 
tie), Wingfield on Ice is a fundamen- 
tally conservative play—not just 
because of the gentle pokes it takes at 
environmentalists and the NDP, but 
because of its old-fashioned, folksy 
humour, its praise for traditional val- 
ues and its determination to send 
audiences home with a comforting 
message glowing in their hearts. 
Irreverent satire it’s not, and I found 
myself initially resisting some of the 
play’s more sitcommy elements, such 
as the Three’s Company misunder- 
standing where stockbroker-turned- 
farmer Walt Wingfield complains 
about his broken-down water pump, 
only to have the person he’s talking 
to think he’s referring to his preg- 
nant wife Maggie’s water breaking. 
(At the end of the play, when Maggie 
finally does give birth, Walt starts 
babbling uselessly just like genera- 
tions of sitcom fathers before him.) 
But these petty reservations of 
mine always quickly fade away when- 
ever I watch Rod Beattie at work—it’s 
rare to be in the company of an actor 
this likable and this capable of such 
unpretentious virtuosity. I didn’t keep 
track, but Beattie must inhabit at least 
20 different characters over the course 
of this play, all of them completely 
distinct and all of them portrayed 
with an amazing level of deep, affec- 
tionate detail—even the characters 
who only appear in a single scene 
(like the unflappable old woman 
whose farm is visited by an army 
relief troop after a devastating ice 
storm) seem three-dimensional. There 
are no throwaway characters in this 


play, no one whom Beattie simply 
reduces to a caricature. He has a won- 
derful ability to zero in on precisely 
the gesture or vocal tic that not only 
immediately identifies each character 
for the audience, but also cuts right to 
the heart of their personality—the 
deep, bone-dry speaking voice of 
Walt’s taciturn friend Don; the side- 
long glances Maggie gives Walt just 
before making another wry, knowing 
observation; the absent-minded way 
the Squire’s aging sister-in-law anx- 
iously rubs her hands together when- 
ever she talks about the past. 


BEATTIE’S FINEST characterization, 
though, is probably the Squire him- 
self, a tough old farmer whose voice 
(with its raspy Sling Blade drawl) and 
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physicality (pot belly, bad leg) are so 
vividly evoked that at times Beattie 
seems to completely erase all traces 
of himself from the stage. A feud 
between the Squire and his brother is 
at the heart of one of the play’s main 
plot strands—when Walt learns the 
two men haven’t spoken to each 
other in 50 years, he tries playing 
peacemaker, almost as a way of reaf- 
firming his own faith, as he prepares 
to become a father, in the virtues of 
country life and in human nature in 
general. Needles skillfully weaves this 
plotline together with several other 
colourful subplots (including a 
romance between Don’s son Teddy 
and a cute librarian, a feud between 
one of Walt’s luckless neighbours and 


his girlfriend’s dog, and an ice stor, 
that temporarily cripples the cou; 
ty), and even if the revelation regar,, 
ing the true nature of the Squire’, 
feud is somewhat predictable, it’s sti), 
a touching story that Needles neve; 
milks for cheap tears. 

As always, Needles provides pley, 
ty of amusing turns of phrase for hj. 
audiences to savour, from silly pun; 
(an “almost purebred” dog that joke. 
ster Freddie refers to as a “borderline 
collie”) to colourful expressions (, 
woman so large that “she could run 
on diesel,” a man so lucky “he was 
carrying a tuba the day it raineq 
gold”) to countless displays of what | 
guess you could simply call “rural elo- 
quence” (as when a nurse lovingly 
refers to Walt’s newborn baby as “you 
purple bundle of grief”). Perhaps th: 
only downside to Beattie’s having 
performed his material so often 
before is that he knows a little too 
well where all the laughs are—t}, 
pauses he takes before the punchlines 
occasionally feel a little too practiced 

But Beattie’s stage presence is so 
easygoing that even then, it’s as 
though he’s allowing you to find the 
joke yourself—his job is just to lead 
you in its general direction. There 
may not be anything terribly chal- 
lenging or unconventional about 
Wingfield on Ice or its message, but 
it’s hard to think of many story- 
tellers who offer a cozier two hours 
of company than Walt Wingfield. © 


WINGFIELD ON ICE 

Directed by Douglas Beattie * Written by 
Dan Needles ¢ Starring Rod Beattie « 
Shoctor Theatre, The Citadel ¢ To Apr 4 


All-night waves 


Lyndal Osborne and 
John Freeman's 
Tidal Trace is a site 
for shore eyes 


By AGNIESZKA MATEJKO 


cold gray stones, O Sea!/And I 

would that my tongue could 
utter/The thoughts that arise in 
me..../Break, break, break,/At the 
foot of thy crags, O Sea!/But the ten- 
der grace of a day that is dead/Will 
never come back to me.” 

So wrote Alfred Lord Tennyson 
after the loss of his dearest friend. But 
the eternally magnetic power of the 
seashore is something even we prairie 
dwellers can relate to—although we 


MBeic break, break,/On thy 


harcout house presents 4 


might not be able to express its appeal 
quite so vividly or in such pulsing 
thymes. Ancient myths and shamanic 
rites refer to the shoreline as a place of 
transformation, and musicians, writ- 
ers and artists throughout the ages 
have found inspiration and solace in 
the soothing rhythm of waves falling 
onto the shore. Now, with the mas- 
sive video installation Tidal Trace, 
two of Edmonton’s best-known 
artists, John Freeman and Lyndal 
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Osborne, have followed in this noble 
and ancient tradition. Their creation 
transports the viewer onto a mythical 
shoreline, a place that takes us back to 
our own private moments—and like 
most memories, this installation 
embraces both the painful as well as 
the restorative, life-affirming aspects 
of walking along the shore. 

Osborne’s contribution to the 
installation was to create a symbolic 
shoreline. It covers the gallery floor 
in a sinuous pattern formed out of 
the myriad shells and plants in vari- 
ous shades of brown which she col- 
lected over the years. Among this 
gently textured shoreline rest large 
stones covered with kelp. “The mate- 
rials for creating the kelp were 
daylilies that grow in my garden,” 
she explains. “I have been harvest- 
ing them for five years.” 


Such shorelines are in Osborne's 
blood. She was born in Australia, 
where playing on beaches formed 
some of her earliest memories. “! 
was raised in a country where walk- 
ing the beach was an everyday activ- 
ity,” she says. “Even the day my 
mother died, I went to the beach 
and picked up yellow limpet shells. 
My mother was a collector like me.’ 

After moving to Edmonton, 
Osborne chose to live in a place rem- 
iniscent of her beloved ocean. “! 
look over the fields through the 
kitchen window,” she explains. “! 
can see the unbroken horizon line 
and when the crops are blowing in 
the wind, it looks exactly like the 
ocean. I see it as a metaphor for the 
regenerative powers and renewal of © 
life. We need a place to go when we 
contemplate our life and I do it 
through the great regeneration and 
renewal that tides symbolize.” 


FOR FREEMAN TOO, the shoreline is 4 
contemplative place; only for him the 
nature of that contemplation is strik- 
ingly different. “For me,” he says, “the 
ocean is compelling, but it’s some 
thing that you can’t control and some- 
thing that’s potentially dangerous. 
That’s why it’s fascinating. The shore 
line is a point of hazard. As soon a‘ 
you get to the margin between the 
ocean and the shore, it can do you in. 
As he was creating his massiv¢ 
video of waves beating against the 
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Increase your bird power 


“Mean birds” coexist 
with thought 
balloons in Tandie 
MacLeod's paintings 


By DARREN ZENKO 


even two days before her show, 

From the Inside Out, is due to 
open at Harcourt House, and Tandie 
MacLeod is up to her elbows in paint 
and other, more mysterious materi- 
als, laying down finishing touches, 
getting things right. “I’m still work- 
ing on shit,” she says. “It’s so crazy, 
right down to the last minute.” As 
we begin our interview, she sounds 
kind of out of breath. 


|: nearly 10 o’clock at night, not 


Vue Weekly: How would you 
describe the work you've been doing? 
Tandie MacLeod: It’s mostly 
concerned with colour and 
light; those are my two main 
reasons for choosing the sub- 
jects | do. Something else I’m 
noticing is... it’s like syncopat- 
ed time, the time between 
beats. These moody windowsill 
ones especially, it’s more about 
harmony, objects placed with 
no necessary meaning—that I 
quite like. That’s an important 
thing in this show. I’m not so 
concerned with the object and 
its dimensions and perspective, 
mostly because I’m quite bad at 
perspective. I’m interested in 
what the memory of it is like, 
that particular time. ‘ 
VW: One thing I’ve enjoyed |] 
over years of seeing your work |) 
is watching your development 
in terms of raw craft, or 
“painterliness,” I guess.... 

TM: Well, the more you do 
it, the better you get at it. It’s 
like being an athlete. Making 
art is this kind of messy work; 
if you stay in shape and you 
make a lot of shitty things, 
then eventually you'll be in 
shape for when the moment 
comes. But if you never make art, 
then you’re not even in the right 
place at the right time. You don’t 
even have the material to make any- 
thing. Over the years, I’ve just kinda 
been willing to make crap, so I’m 
ready... I’m ready to rock. 

VW: How did you come to your 
particular style of rocking? What 
shaped it? 

TM: I was an English major; I 


don’t have a fine arts degree, I took a 
minor. And when you study it as a 
minor you can’t take drawing, 
because you're not an official artist 
or whatever. So I think, technically, | 
really suffered from that. I never got 
to take it, I just took loads and loads 
of painting classes, thinking that if I 
stuck with English it’d be more 
lucrative, career-wise.... 

VW: Wait. So, you sat there and 
thought, “I really want to do fine 
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arts, but I think an English degree 
will get me a better job”? 

TM: I know, I know! I can’t 
believe I ever thought that. It’s 
pathetic, but that’s what I thought at 
the time. That’s why I never got to 
study drawing. Like, over the years 
I've had people say, “Oh, I really like 
your style,” and I’m like, “What 
style? This is how I see things.” Peo- 


ple say it’s cartoony, so I guess it 
must be, but to me that’s how things 
appear. Not to sound Van Goghish 
or anything. 

VW: I wouldn't call it cartoony, 
but it is very soft. Now | get it, 
though; without drawing training, 
your painting never got that internal 
firmness, that skeleton that comes 
from gesture and line drawing... 

TM: Yeah, I’m all about the 


flesh. I really don’t know how to 
draw, I’ve had a couple of dates with 
friends who cartoon and stuff, and 
they’re sort of horrified when I try to 
participate. They think I’m going to 
be good, and I'm like, “No, seriously, 
I suck,” and then I do something 
and they're like, “Yeah, you really do 
suck.” And then they get all sad. My 
jokes are still funny, but my draw- 
ings are really bad. 

VW: What started you on doing 
your “mean bird” series? 

TM: Well, I was in the public 
library, just wandering around on a 
Friday night. And I picked up a book 
that a kid had drawn in, and... He 
didn’t write nasty stuff, he just kind 
of doodled in it, not dinks on bud- 
gies or anything. You could tell that 
the kid was really excited about 
drawing thought bubbles and stuff, 
and the things he was making the 
animals say, I loved it! It was a joyful 
little discovery, this secret sort of 
tucked-away thing. I just thought 
about this kid and what he 
did—or she—and what it must 
have felt like to do that. It was 
fun to do these really painterly 
renderings and then wreck 
them by putting thought bub- 
bles on them. It was good exer- 
cise—I couldn’t get precious 
because I was basically going 
to vandalize my own stuff. 

VW: What’s your next 
new direction, after this show? 

TM: Tony Baker and I are 
going to try to pitch a show 
called Short Circuit. Tony’s 
going to do a few of his beauti- 
ful “circuitboards” and I’m 
going to do myself transported 
into various famous ‘80s 
|) videos. Like, me and Prince in 
the bathtub for “When Doves 
Cry,” stuff like that. So I’m 
totally psyched about that, 
and he’s the best friend to 
paint with. He’s so fun. 

VW: How does painting 
feel for you, right now? 

TM: I think I’m getting 
better, I think painting feel 
really good right now, like I’m 
in good shape. I love my new 
studio space. That old room, I never 
felt really productive in there. It 
was a bit haunted, somehow... I 
never really felt good in there. It 
was a bit cramped. It was like an old 
lady lived there for too long or 
something. © 


FROM THE INSIDE OUT 
By Tandie MacLeod ¢ Harcourt House 
To May 1 


shore, Freeman thought of a friend 
and fellow sailor who was recently 
killed in a sailing accident. “He died 
©n the shoreline,” he says. “He had 
done thousands of miles of ocean 
Sailing.” To evoke the sense of loom- 
ing danger, Freeman combined two 
mitror images of waves which lap 
endlessly towards the viewer as in 
Some inescapable dream. Meanwhile, 


the soundtrack of waves is intention- 
ally out of sync with the image and 
grows louder as the waves subside. 
“My sense is that this imagery is 
about power and danger rather than 
about a reflective warm memory of 
the past,” Freeman says. “It's two dif- 
ferent takes. Maybe I just have a dark 
soul,” he laughs. But as Freeman’s 
video image of a brown beach seam- 


lessly flows into Osborne's earthy 
tones of plants, so do their seemingly 
conflicting memories of the shoreline. 
“(We are] talking about birth and 
regeneration,” Osborne concludes. 
“Death is a part of all of that.” © 


TIDAL TRACE 
By Lyndal Osborne and John Freeman * 
Edmonton Art Gallery * To June 6 


AN 
ALBERTA SOCIETY OF ARTISTS' 
EXHIBITION 
in co-operation with 
Edmonton Opera in celebration of 
Opera Week and the Juno Awards 
Aw 


Aida to Zaza 


Images from the world of opera 


RIGALETTO'S Café 
10068 - 108 Street, EDMONTON, Alberta 


MARCH 1 to APRIL 30, 2004 


Featuring 
Lois BAUMAN, Carol BONDAROFF, 
E. Ross BRADLEY, Karen BROWNLEE, 
Doris CHAREST, Angelique GILLESPIE, 
lida LUBANE, Seka OWEN, 
Sophia PODRYHULA-SHAW, 
James STOLEE, Tammy WOOLGAR 
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"EUGENE STICKLAND 


*..a brilliant vision...” 


*. a stark and unforgettably moving 
requiem for the end of the world.” 
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By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


The lady or the Giger? 


A Midsummer Night’s Dream ¢ Timms 
‘Centre for the Arts * Mar 25-Apr 3 « 
preVUE Here's how actor Ryland Alexan- 
der describes the costume he'll be wear- 
ing in the upcoming Studio Theatre 
production of A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream: “Well,” he says, “| wear a dress 
that comes around in a collar and goes 
straight down to my chest and is cut just 
below my hips with a four-foot-long tail 
that’s connected to a chain on my hand— 
it really forces me to adopt a different pos- 
ture as | walk around the stage.” 
Obviously, this isn’t your typical 
“enchanted forest” version of Shakespeare's 
beloved comedy: besides casting Alexander 
(yeas the fairy queen Titania and a female 
actor as Titania’s husband Oberon, director 
Jean-Stéphane Roy has modelled the look 
of the. play on the paintings of H.R. Giger, 
the Swiss surrealist who designed the mon- 
ster in Alien as well as the disturbing album 
cover that got the Dead Kennedys’ 
Frankenchrist banned from record stores 
across the United States. 


Roy was last in town a couple of sea- 
sons ago when he directed a flamboyant 
version of Pericles for Studio Theatre—that 
production contained a memorable, 
extended disco-dancing drag show, but 
Alexander says Roy is after a much more 
subtle effect with the cross-gender casting 
in Dream. “When | was talking with Jean- 


Stéphane and asking him why he cast the _ 


show this way,” Alexander says, “he said, 
‘Well, | want to show Titania as a bit of a 
slut. But if you put a woman in that role, 
everyone always immediately sees it as a 
bad thing and becomes very judgmental 
towards her. But for some reason, a man 
can be a slut and people will accept it— 
they can be more understanding as to 
where the character is coming from.’” 
You certainly can’t accuse Roy of 
being a slave to tradition when it comes 
to staging this play. Instead of a forest set, 
there’s a stark, black stage with cables 
and menacing black boxes. Puck is 
played by three different actors. And 
instead of reducing them essentially to 
genial walk-on parts, the way they are in 
most productions, Roy makes Theseus 
and Hippolyta into the play’s central char- 
acters. “It’s not a nice, light romp,” 
Alexander says. “We're not going for that. 
We want to make the funny parts funny, 
but we also want to make the dark parts 
really dark and extreme. The concept is 
that the ‘dream’ is actually an escape 
from the nightmare that’s going on in 
Theseus’s world.... Part of our concept is 
that Oberon and Titania are the mirrors of 
Theseus and Hippolyta; the only reason 
they don’t say anything throughout the 
play is that everything they could say is 


being said by Oberon and Titania.” 
The rules of attraction 


Because of its geographical remoteness, 
a lack of national media attention and 
the instinctive feeling of bitterness and 
resentment that all western Canadians 
have claimed as their natural birthright, 
it’s easy for Edmonton theatre artists to 
feel isolated from the rest of Canada’s 
theatrical community. Mary Vingoe, the 
artistic director of the Magnetic North 
Theatre Festival, understands that 
emotion—she just doesn’t think there’s 
anything unique about it. “I’ll tell you 
something,” she says. “To some extent, 
| think every community in this country 
feels isolated. Everyone feels they’re 
somewhere apart from the centre. Well, 
they'll insist they are the centre, but 
they still say that they’re not really 
understood by anyone else. And you 
find that in St. John’s, you find it in Van- 
couver, you find it Whitehorse, you find 
it in Calgary. It’s very Canadian of us.” 
For Vingoe, the great tragedy of 
Canadian theatre is that so much great 
work is being done and yet hardly any- 
one outside the show's city of origin ever 
gets to see it. The-desire to create a 
national showcase for exciting new Cana- 
dian plays led to the creation of Magnetic 
North, a phenomenally ambitious annual 
theatre festival that celebrated a very suc- 
cessful debut last year in Ottawa. The 
plan is to hold the festival in Ottawa in 
odd-numbered years and to take it to a 
different city in the even-numbered ones; 
this year it'll take place in Edmonton from 


June 9 to 19, and Vingoe was in town on 
Monday to announce the official lineup. 
“We were adamant that this wasn’t going 
to be yet another central Canadian festi- 
val,” she says, “that if it was going to be 
truly national, we should make an effort 
to take it to other cities as well. And 
Edmonton was a natural choice.” 

Four of the 10 shows in last year’s 
Magnetic North lineup were from Alber- 
ta theatre companies. There are no 
Alberta shows among Vingoe’s selections 
this year, but even the staunchest Alber- 
ta Firster would have a hard time not 
getting excited by this year’s schedule. 

Highlights include: Ernestine Shuswap 
Gets Her Trout, the first play in 10 years 
from Tomson Highway; Earshot, a claus- 
trophobic comedy written and directed 
by Morris Panych and performed by 
Randy Hughson; Don Druick’s Through 
the Eyes, an account of sculptor Gian- 
lorenzo Berini’s time in the court of King 
Louis XIV, featuring a virtuoso multichar- 
acter performance by Richard MacMillan; 
BRILLIANT! The Blinding Enlightenment of 
Nikola Tesla, an inventively staged biogra- 
phy of the visionary inventor and Edison 
rival by Vancouver's Electric Company; 


and Kristen Thomson’s one-woman show — 


|, Claudia, which Edmonton audiences 
will get to see after all despite a schedul- 
ing conflict that forced it to be dropped 
from the Citadel’s 2003-2004 season. The 
opening gala is a performance of Sonja 
Mills’s The Danish Play, about Agnete 
Ottosen and her inspirational efforts fight- 
ing the Nazis in 1940s Denmark. 

I'm also greatly looking forward to the 
Magnetic Kids series of plays for young 


audiences: both Dear Fizzy, from Montye. 
al’s Théatre de I’Oeil, and the Daredeyi 
Opera Company's Cirkus Inferno look (ike 
absolute hoots. To read the full list oj 
shows and events, check out the festiva\; 
website at www.magneticnorthfestival c, 
Make sure you set aside a good chunk of 
time before you do so—tt's a long list. 

As Vingoe unwinds after the press con. 
ference, her amazement and relief tha 
such a huge project is actually about {o 
come to fruition is palpable—as is her plea. 
sure at being able to address so mariy o{ 
the festival's participants in person. “Every. 
thing's virtual, everything’s e-mail,” she 
says. “It does feel a little bit wooey-gooey 
sometimes. It’s so nice to actually be able 
to sit in the same room as someone— it’; 
almost like a romantic encounter.” 


Little wonder 


Not all theatre festivals set out to be as 
large as Magnetic North, though. For 
instance, there’s Little-Fest, a night of 
staged readings of new plays taking 
place tonight (Thursday) at the Elephant 
and Castle on Whyte Avenue. The perfo;- 
mance space is intimate, the five plays 
“(by such local luminaries as Vern 
Thiessen, Marty Chan, David Belke, 
Conni Massing and Beth Graham) are 
short and the admission price is minus- 
cule—free, in fact, to members of the 
Alberta Playwrights Network and their 
guests. LittleFest is as much a social event 
as a literary one, a way for APN members 
to make small talk, have brief encounters 
and perhaps get a tiny bit drunk. Doors 
open at 7 p.m.; the readings start at 8. 0 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail them 
to listings@vue.ab.ca. Deadline is Friday at 3pm 


CINDERELLA jubilee Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave 
(451-8000) * Presented by Alberta Ballet. 
Choreography by Jean Grand-Maitre, featuring 
Sabrina Christine Matthews and Mariko Kida 
with Jonathan Renna and Igor Chomoval ¢ Apr. 
2-3 (8pm) * Tickets from $18.10-$58.10 © 
Tickets available at TicketMaster 


MIND SHIFTING BODY STIRRING John L. Haar 
Theatre, MacEwan Centre for the Arts, 10045- 
156 St (497-4393) * Presented by Grant 
MacEwan College * Apr. 2-3 (8pm) * $10 
(adult)/$5 (student/senior) 


RODA DE CAPOEIRA The Capoeira Academy, 
6807-104 St (709-3500) www.capoeiraedmon- 
ton.ca * A free performance of a Brazilian mix 
of dance, martial arts and percussion * Every 
Sat (2-3pm) 


VOLYA UKRAINIAN DANCE ENSEMBLE 
Victoria School, (908-5211) « With Regina's 
faivria * Sat, Mar. 27 (7:30pm) * $10 
(adv)/$12 (door) " 


pe SS SS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186- 
106 St (488-6611/4808-5900) « Open Mon- 
Sat, 10am-5pm, Thu 10am-8pm (closed all 
hols) * WIND CHILL -40 C OR WINTER WON- 
DERLAND: Members mixed media show; until 
Mar. 27 * Discovery Gallery: RAGS TO RUGS: 
Fabric artworks by Carissa Cameron Matthews; 
until Apr. 3 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3rd Floor, Knol 
Building, 10217-106 St (423-2966) * Open Thu 
5-8pm or by appointment * Artworks by Ryan 
Brown, Jeff Collins, Aaron Pederson, Tim 
Rechner, Paul Roberts, Gabriela Rosende, Greg 
4 Wain, Anna Szul, Eugene Uhuad and guests 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 
9103-95 Ave (461-3427) * Group show featur- 
ing a selection of artworks by artist members * 
Mar. 25-Apr. 14 

CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621- 


82 Ave (439-8210) * Open Mon-Fri 11am-5pm * 
A VIEW TO UNDERSTANDING: Portraits by Christ!’ 


Bergstrom * DEAD DOG DOGMA SERIES: Colour 
studies by Christ! Bergstrom * Through March 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (422-6223) * Open, Tue-Wed and 
Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun 
11am-Spm. Closed Mon * MAXWELL BATES: AT 
THE CROSSROADS OF EXPRESSIONISM: Until Apr. 
18 © Ken Macklin: until June 6 * FIELD NOTES: 
Artworks by the O’Flanagan brothers; until June 
6 ® ART FOR LUNCH: EAG Theatre; Thu, Mar. 
25 © SALON SERIES: Barbara Leah Meyer (jazz 
vocalist) with guitar and bass; Mar. 28 (7pm); 
$39; tickets available at TIX on the Square * 
Kitchen Gallery: TIDAL TRACE: A multimedia 
installation by Lyndal Osbome and John 
Freeman; until June 6 * Children’s Gallery: 
SPELLBOUND; until Jan. 2005 ¢ $12 (adult)/$10 
(student/senior), $5 (children 6-12)/free (mem- 
ber/children 5 and under) 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 Stony 
Plain Rd (482-1402)-* Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; 
Sat 10am-4pm © TURNING A NEW PAGE: 
Artworks by Mason Eyben * MORE FELTED 
LANDSCAPES; Artworks by by Myrna Harris © 
Until Mar. 28 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd FI 
University Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492- 
3034) * Open Mon-Thu 8:30am-8pm; Fri 
9:30am-4:30pm, Sat am-noon * Graduating 
student exhibition * Until Mar. 31 


FAB GALLERY Room 1-1, Fine Arts Building, 
112 St, 89 Ave, U of A Campus (492-2081) © 
Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 2pm-Spm * THE 
ALCUIN AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN BOOK 
DESIGN IN CANADA 2002: © Until Mar. 27 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) * Open 
Mon-Wed 10am-6pm; Thu-Fri 10am-9pm; Sat 
10am-6pm; Sun 12-Spm © Eskimo soapstone 
carvings, inukshuk by B. Sivuarapik. West Coast 
Indian and Eskimo silver and gold jewellery by 
M. Talio * Through March 


FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt 10516 Whyte Ave 
(432-0240) * Open Mon-Sat 9:30am-6pm © 
PHYSIQUE: Mixed media artworks by Shelley 
Rothenburger; through March * Photomontage 
works by Paul Freeman; through April 


GALLERY DE JONGE 27022A Hwy 16A, Spruce 
Grove (962-9505) * Open Tue-Sun 11-5pm, 
anytime by appointment * Work by local artists 
Beth Coulas, Earl Cummins, Henry de Jager and 
Mary Masters 


GIORDANO GALLERY 10080 Jasper Ave (429- 
5066) © SPRING SHOW 2004: Variety of artworks 
by Canadian artists ¢ Until Apr. 21 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) 
* Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * 
INCARNATION: Photographs by Vancouver artist 
Susan Bozic; Mar. 25-May 1; opening reception: 
Mar. 25 (7-10pm) * Front Room: FROM THE 
INSIDE OUT: Artworks by Tandie McLeod; Mar. 
25-May 1; opening reception: Mar. 25 (7-10pm) 


JEFF ALLEN ART GALLERY Strathcona Place 
Senior Centre, 10831 University Ave (433-5807) 
* Open Mon-Fri 9am-4pm © Pen and ink art- 
works by James Greenough * Until Apr. 1 . 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St (465-6171) © 
Open: Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm, Sat 9am-Spm 
Artworks by various artists * Through March 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St (479-8424) 
Open Mon-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am- 
4pm ¢ Artworks by Jim Brager, Don Sharpe, 
prints by Toti, pottery by Noboru Kubo « 
Through March 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St * Underwood 


_Brothers presented by the Boreal Electroacoustic 


Music Society (BEAMS),* Sat, Mar. 27 (8pm) ¢ 
$5 (members), $7 (non-members) ¢ Tickets 
available at door, www.beams.ca 


MANULIFE PLACE (416-923-DOVE) * BEYOND 
COMPARE: WOMEN PHOTOGRAPHERS OF BEAUTY: 
Photographs featuring images of beauty by 
renowned female photograpliers from around 
the world ¢ Until Mar. 29 


MCPAG MULTICULTURAL PUBLIC ART 
GALLERY 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) © 
Open 10am-4pm Paintings by Sophia 
Podryhula * Until Apr. 6 


THE MELTING POT 10351-82 Ave Artworks 
by Roger Garcia, photos by Rene Rodrigue. 
Musical entertainment by Babe Lloyd. Benefit 
for Change for Children Association * Thu, 
Mar. 25 (8pm) 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street, 
St. Albert (459-1528) © Open Mon-Sat 10am- 
5pm; Sun 1-5pm * INUKSUK: IF STONES COULD 
SPEAK: Until Apr. 18 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
Street, St. Albert (460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat 10- 
5pm; Thu 10am-8pm © THE SPEEDING SUBJECT: 
A group exhibition of paintings and drawings 
featuring artworks by Mary Joyce; until Apr. 10 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 12845- 
102 Ave (453-9100) * Open; Sat-Thu-9am-Spm, 
Fri 9am-9pm * THROUGH THE EYE OF THE NEE- 
DLE: Embroidery traditions and high craftsman- 
ship of women from Guijarat, India; opens 


March 27 * IN THE SHADOW OF VOLCANOES: 
Indonesian artworks; opens March 27 ® BIG 
THINGS 2: Featuring large-scale sculptures by 
the artists of the North Edmonton Sculpture 
Workshop; until Apr. 30 * SYNCRUDE CANADA 
ABORIGINAL PEOPLES.GALLERY: Spans 11,000 
years and 500 generations, people of the past 
and present, recordings, film, lights, artifacts and 
more, Permanent exhibit * Spotlight Gallery: 
EVERY MOTHER’S FEAR: ALBERTA’S POLIO 
EXPERIENCE: until Sept. 12 * Orientation 
‘Gallery: ALBERTA NATURESCAPES: Photographs 
by Michael Chesworth; until Apr. 25 * The 
Natural History Gallery: * BUG ROOM: Live 
invertebrate display. Permanent exhibit * THE 
BIRD GALLERY: Mounted birds. Permanent exhibit 
© TREASURES OF THE EARTH: Geology collection. 
Permanent exhibit * W/LD ALBERTA GALLERY: 
Permanent exhibit ¢ SPECIAL EVENT: Naturally 
Curious in Wild Alberta; Mar. 29-Apr. 2 *A TO Z 
AT THE MUSEUM: Every Sat (9am-11am): family- 
fun drop-in program: Q is for Questions, 
Questions, Questions!, Mar. 27 ¢ SPECIAL WILD 
ALBERTA PRESENTATIONS: Aquarium 
Jeopardy-Fishing: Mar. 27-28 (1pm and 2pm) * 
PRESENTATION: In the Field! Alberta’s Grasslands 
with Lindsay Tomyn; Sun, Mar. 28 (2:30pm) 


RED STRAP ART MARKET 10305-97 St (497- 
2211) ® Open: Tue-Sun 11am-Spm ® Artworks 
by various artists and artisans : 


RIGOLETTO’S CAFE 10068-108 St * AIDA TO 
ZAZA: Featuring artworks by various artists * 
Until Apr. 30 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 10730-103 St (426- 
4035) © Glassworks by several B.C. and Alberta 
artists including Mark Gibeau, Arte Vargas and 
Marcia de Vicque. Paintings by Angela ~ 
Grootelaar, Lissi Legge and Kathryn Sherman ¢ 
Hotel MacDonald: Acrylic paintings by Steve 
Mitts © Oxford Tower Lobby: Oil paintings 
by Audrey Pfannmuller * Scotia Place Lobby: 
Watercolours by Frances Alty-Arscott * Bell 
Tower Lobby: Paintings by Sheila Luck, 
Frances Alty-Arscott and Glenda Beaver. Glass 
art by Daniel Vargas, Mark Gibeau, Carol Jane 
Campbell and Marcia de Vicque * Through 
March 


ST. ALBERT PLACE Lobby, S St. Anne Street, 
St. Albert (460-4310) * AN EVENING WITH 
ARTISTS AND A TOUCH OF WHIMSY: Art auction 
presented by Profiles Public Art Gallery © Sat, 
Apr. 3 (7:30pm) * $20 

SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) © 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm * SWEET HOME 
ALBERTA: Landscape paintings by Wendy Wacko 
© Until Apr. 6 

SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 St (423-1492) 
Open Tue-Sat (12-Spm) * READING THE HOME- 


STEAD: Printmaking artworks by Darlene Kalynka 
© Until Apr. 17 


SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEM, 8882-170 St 
(444-1024) © Work by J. Yardley-Jones and 
Gregg Johnson, acrylics by Jim Vest, pottery by 
Noburo Kubo and Jacqueline Stenberg 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq, Theatre Foyer Gallery, lower level « 
SHATTERING SMILES ON PAVEMENT: Paintings by 
Tim Rechner * Until Mar. 31 * Closing recep- 
tion: Mar. 27 (2-4pm) 


STOLLERY GALLERY 9702-111 Ave (488-0255) 
© Open: Mon-Thu 10am-2pm, Sat 10am-2pm * 
Artworks by artists who work alongside the 
artists with disabilities in the Nina Haggerty 
Centre studio * Until Mar. 26 


STUDIO 321 Rice Howard Way, 10168-100A St 
(424-6746) © Open Sat 1-4pm, Sun 1-4pm + 
THE FATHER-SON EXHIBIT: Artworks by Marc 
Munan and Louis Munan ® Until Mar. 30 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St 
Albert (460-5990) © Open: Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, 
Sat: 10am-4pm, or by appt * WESTERN SPACE 
Artworks by Bruce Thompson, Doug Fraser and 
Bruce Allen ¢ Until Apr. 30 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 
10215-112 St (421-1731) © CLAY CREATES CUl- 
TURE: Alberta Potters’ Association Juried 
Membership Exhibition: Clay works by mem- 
bers of the Alberta Potters’ Association * Mar. 
25-May 1 * Opening reception: Mar. 25 (7:30- 
9:30pm) _ SF 2 

__-VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452 
0286) © Open: Tue-Sat 11am-Spm ® Paintings 
by Gregory Hardy ¢ Until Mar. 30 


THE WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, Main 
Fl, 10150-Jasper Ave (426-2122 ext. 226) * 
Open: Mon-Fri 11:30-5:30pm * BELLES OF THE 
BALL: Metal sculptures by Bianca Khan and Lind@ 
Maines; until Mar. 26 © SELECT POSTERS OF 808 
MASSE: Featuring over twenty of Bob Masse’s 
psychedelic posters; Mar. 29-Apr. 8; opening 
reception: Sat, Apr. 3 (2-4pm) 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423- 
3487) © C. Stuart Huston introduces his book 


Eighteenth Century Naturalists of Hudson Bay * 
Fri, Mar. 26 (7:30pm) 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 201, 10324-82 Av" 
* | Love Alberta Beat: Beat poetry open stage 
hosted by the Alberta Beatnik © Every Tue (8p™) 
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0ODS’ BOOKSHOPPE 7925-104 St 
9.2005) * Judge Ernest Marshall reading from 
vce on the Peace * Thu, Mar. 25 (7:30pm) 


pREY’S CAFE AND WINE BAR 9640-142 
(451-8890) * Book Night: Featuring Fil 

yer reading from his new book Alberta’s 
Jot-Culture and the Arts in the Lougheed 
and Marylu Walters reading from her 

ok CKUA, Radio Worth Fighting For * Tue, Mar. 
(7:30pm) 

ANDREWS UNITED CHURCH 1A 

igstone Drive, Spruce Grove ¢ T.A.L.E.S, 
sturing Story Spirit: Storytelling concert pre- 
ted by the Parkland Chapter of TALES * Mar. 
(1:30pm) * $10 (adult)/$5 (child 12 and 
der), $20 (family) © Tickets are available at 
on the Square 


LIVE COMEDY 


i COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway 
sulevard (469-4999) * Cony Harding * Mar. 
5-27 


GO'S 10307-82 Ave (433-4526) © Improv 
omedy * Every Sun 

IVAL PLACE Sherwood Park (449- 3378) © 
e Lee (hypnotist/magician) with Sheldon 
‘avant ¢ Wed, Mar. 31 (7:30pm) © $16 
gult)/$11 (student) © Tickets available at 
estival Place box office, TicketMaster 


LEGENDS PUB 6104 172 St (481-2786) « 
Comedy Mondays With Yuk Yuks on Tour * Paul 
Sveen, Dana Alexander * Mon, Mar. 29 


RED’S WEM (481-6420) * Hypno Sundays: With 
hypnotist Sailesh * 9:30pm * Free 


THEATRE 


CHIMPROV! Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
(448-0695) * Long-form improvisational sketch- 
es performed by Rapid Fire Theatre's top 
improvisers * Every Sat (11pm) except last Sat 
of each month 


CYRANO DE BERGERAC Walterdale Playhouse, 
10322-83 Ave (439-2845/420-1757) © Alex 
Hawkins directs Edmond Rostand’s classic 1897 
romance about a dashing swordsman and poet 
who desperately loves his beautiful cousin but, 
assuming no woman could ever love a man with 
a nose as freakishly large as his, agrees to ghost- 
write a series of eloquent love letters on behalf 
of her more conventionally handsome suitor « 
Mar. 25-27, 30, Apr. 3 (8pm); Mar. 28 (2pm) * 
$12-$14 (adult)/$10-$12 (student/senior) « 
Tickets available at TIX on the Square, door 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
(448-0695) © Jeff Haslam, Stephanie Wolfe, 
Mark Meer, Josh Dean, Davina Stewart and 
Leona Brausen celebrate the 13th season of 
Edmonton’s legendary live improvised soap 
opera by spoofing the ‘50s melodramas of 
Douglas Sirk and Grace Metalious * Every 
Monday (8pm) 


DOUBLE TROUBLE Theatre Lab, MacEwan 
Centre for the Arts, 10045-156 St (497-4408) « 
Presented by Grant MacEwan College * Tim 
Ryan directs this fast-paced night of 


Shakespearean theatre, which consists of 
abridged, hour-long versions of Macbeth and A 
Midsummer Night's Dream * Mar, 31-Apr. 4 « 
Tickets available by phone at 497-4408 


A DYBBUK FOR TWO PEOPLE 3rd Space, 
11516-103 St (471-1586/420-1757) « 

Presented by Northern Light Theatre * Trevor 
Schmidt directs Caroline Livingstone and Jeff 
Haslam in Bruce Myers’s two-person adaptation 
of Sholom Ansky’s classic Yiddish play about a 
young woman who is possessed by the spirit of 
her dead lover after she is forced to wed another 
man as part of an arranged marriage * Apr. 1- 
11 (8pm); Sun matinees (2pm); no performance 
Mon, Apr. 5 * $18 (adult)/$15 
(student/senior)/$20 (opening night, Apr. 1); 
Pay-What-You-Can-Tue: Apr. 6; Two-For-One-Sun 
matinees: Apr. 4, 11 © Tickets available at TIX 
on the Square, Northern Light Theatre, door 


ENIGMA VARIATIONS Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave (434-5564/420-1757) © 
Presented by Shadow Theatre * Marianne 
Copithorne directs David McNally and John 
Sproule in Eric-Emmanuel Schmitt’s drama about 
a reclusive Nobel Prize-winning author who 
grants a rare interview to a journalist about his 
new book, only to discover that both men share 
a connection with the mysterious woman who 
inspired it ¢ Until Mar. 28; Tue (8pm): $10; 
Wed, Thu (8pm), Sun (2pm): $15/$12 (stu- 
dent/senior); Fri-Sat (8pm) $20/$16 
(student/senior); Sat (2pm): pay-what-you-can; 
Tue: $10 (all seats); Fri, Feb 12: Two-For-One « 
Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


HARRY AND SALLY’S WEDDING Jubilations 
Dinner Theatre, WEM, 882-170 St (484.2424) « 
Until Apr. 4 ¢ Wed, Thu, Sun: $46.95; Fri Sat 
$56.95; child (12 and under) $20.05; senior 


| 


your free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail 
to listings@vue.ab.ca. Deadline is 
day at 3pm 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


IDDHIST MEDITATION Garneau United Place, 
148-85 Ave (412-1006) www.meditationalber- 
org * Every Thu (7-9pm): Meditation group 


CANADIAN AUTHORS ASSOCIATION 
63-3679) * Lecture by Bruce Hunter * Mar. 
6-27 


CROWNS WILDERNESS AREA 
Edmonton International Hostel, Lower level 
0647-81 Ave (439-1160) Presentation by Joe 
bad of the Calgary Parks and Wilderness Society 
Wed, Mar. 31 (7:30-8pm) 


[HA CHA CHA HISPANIC YOUTH DAY CON- 
E Sacred Heart School, 9624-108 Ave 
0175) * Presented by Changing Together-A 
entre for Immigrant Women « Fri, Apr 2 (1- 

pm) * $25 registration — 


SLUB DU SOLEIL Italian Centre, 9111-110 Ave 
988-4144) ® Singles club dance * Mar. 27 


SITY, LEADERSHIP, AND CROSS-CUL- 
RAL AWARENESS International Centre, HUB 
Mall, U of A Campus © Presented by Canada 
Vorld Youth, incorporating models of experiential 
ducation, including active audience participa- 
on, critical reflection, discussion * Sat, Mar. 27 
Qam-Spm) * Free, pre-register (lunch provided) 
: radatia@cwy-jcm.org 
DMONTON’S PLANNING AND 
ELOPMENT DEPARTMENT Sacred Heart 
ish, 10821-96 St (496-6095) * Meeting to dis- 
ss proposed amendment to the Boyle 
et/McCauley Area Redevelopment Plan, Ward 
Wed, Mar. 31 (7pm) 


POWERING STUDENTS: HOW TO EFFEC- 

ELY DEAL WITH RACISM AND RACIAL 
ISCRIMINATION CCACH office, Rm 6, 
0014-109 St (426-5807) © Introduce racial 
nority youth to attitudes and skills needed to 
| with racism. Presented by the Council of 
adians of African and Caribbean Heritage 
ACH) © Apr. 3 (10am-2pm) 


ILE AND REDEMPTION Provincial Museum 


Alberta (420-1757) © Elie Wiesel speaking live 
satellite, followed by a panel discussion with 
abbi David Kunin, Rabbi Lindsay Joseph, Rev. 

Nn Kiely, Rev, Wendy Ainsworth. Presented by 
© Pathways Centre, Faith In Actione Thu, Apr. 
5pm) * $20 (adult)/$15 (student) Tickets 
liable at TIX on the Square 


AUSTEN SOCIETY Stanley A. Milner 
Edmonton Room (434-1550) * Daniel 

' presents Did Jane Austen Hate History? 

der and Genre from the Restoration to 

anger Abbey * Sat, Mar. 27 (2pm) * Free 

RMA TASHI LING TIBETAN BUDDHIST 

EDITATION SOCIETY 10762 Whyte Ave 

37-3688) « (Mind Training) Tape _ 

. Meeting Wednesdays 7.30pm. 


L 


Mar. 30 (3:30pm) 


LIVING NOW Providence Renewal Centre, 
3005-119 St (434-2569) © Talk and meditation 
* Fri Mar. 26 (7-9pm) * $15 


RAISED FROM THE DEAD! Royal Canadian 
Legion, 5210-50 Ave, Leduc (986-5866) ¢ 
Meeting with Theo Ness, presented by the Eagles 
Wings Ministries © Mar. 29-31 (7pm) ¢ Free 


THE REAL CORPORATE CHALLENGE Westin 
Hotel, Devonian Room, 10135-100 St (447- 
9400 ext 234/1-800-232-7208) * An evening 
with Avi Lewis * Thu, Mar. 25 (7-8:30pm) 
$10 (adv. tickets only) ¢ Tickets available at 
Earth’s General Store 


RESPONDING TO RACISM THROUGH THE 
ACTIVE WITNESSING APPROACH Central 
Office, 10709-105 St (424-3545 ext.229) © For 
youths (15-23 years) based on the Anti-Racism 
Response Training (A.R.T.) program ® Mar. 27 
(10am-4pm), lunch provided ¢ Free 


SACRED ANIMALS AND COMPANION ANI- 
MALS: A BLURRING OF BOUNDARIES 
Humanities Centre, Rm L-3, Saskatchewan Dr, 
111 St, UofA® Presented by Professor Nancy 
Lovell, part of the lecture series The ‘Sacred’ in 
Contemporary Cultures ¢ Thu, Apr. 1 (3:30pm) 


THE SEED AND THE SPINNING WHEEL: 
REFLECTIONS ON TECHNOLOGY, NATURE, 
AND SOCIETY Myer Horowitz Theatre, U of A 
Campus (492-7134) © Presentation by Dr. 
Vandana Shiva, part of the Revolutionary 
Speakers Series © Mon, Mar. 29 (7:30pm) * 
$15 (student)/$17 (non-students) * Tickets 
available at TicketMaster, HUB, SUB and CAB 


T.A.L.E.S. EDMONTON (433-2932) * 
Storytelling Invitation: every 2nd Fri (8pm) * 
The oral tradition of storytelling (be a listener or 
a storyteller) 


THE TIBETAN BUDDHIST MEDITATION SOCI- 
ETY, GADEN SAMTEN LING 11403-101 St 
(479-0014) © Learn about Tibetan Buddhism 
and meditation with Kushok Dhamchoe of 
Namgyal Monastery in India * Every Tues (7- 
9pm): beginners * Every Wed (7-9pm) and Sun 
(11am-1pm): advanced 


UPWARD BOUND TOASTMASTERS Baker 
Centre, 10th Fl, 10025-106 St (477-2613) © 
Every Wed (7pm): Weekly meeting about public 
speaking, and how to improve your communica- 
tion and leadership skills 


QUE LISTINGS 


AXIOS (454-8449) © A suppoft group, local 
chapter of the international organization of 
Eastern Orthodox and Eastern Rite Catholic Gay 
and Lesbian Christians 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423- 
5014) * Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, 
shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488- 
6636) * Open 9-3 * Dancing, he aan 

jo-go boys * Every Mon: Free |. Djs Arrow 
ceed Jeffy Pop, Code Red * No membership 
needed 


DIGNITY EDMONTON (482-6845) * Support 
community for lesbigay Catholics and friends 


DOWN UNDER 12224 Jasper Ave (482-7960) * 


Steambath 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIA- 
TION (422-6207) © An organization for gay 
men and lesbians in business and their non-gay 
friends to share business knowledge, learn, 
make friends and network in a positive, proud 
space where being yourself is the norm 


GAY MEN'S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) 45, 
9912-106 St (488-0564) * Peer education ini- 

tiative for gay/bisexual men that works toward 

preventing the spread of HIV by improving self- 
esteem 


GRANT MacEWAN COLLEGE City Centre, 
www.ualberta.ca/~cied/eps/AgapeVerdana.htm * 
Embracing Spirituality, Embracing Sexuality 
Conference presented by the Diversity 
Conferences of Alberta Society AGAPE and the 
Out is In Project © Apr. 2-3 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 105, 
10550-102 St (488-5742) © Programs and sup- 
port services for people affected and infected by 
HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, refer- 
tals, support groups, harm reduction, education, 
advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


ICARE 702A, 10242-105 St (448-1768) © 
www. icarealberta.org * The Interfaith Centre 
for AIDS/HIV Resources and Education (formerly 
Interfaith Association on AIDS) provides spiritu- 
al support and connections for those affected 
by HIV/AIDS 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 45, 
9912-106 St * Meetings every second Thursday 
each month 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Monthly meet- 
ings for campus-based organization for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) 
faculty, graduate student, academic, straight 
allies and support staff of the U of A to network 
and socialize in a supportive environment (fall 
and winter terms). Contact Kris Wells 
(kwells@ualberta.ca) or Marjorie Wonham 
(mwonham@ualberta.ca) for info 

* www.ualberta.ca/~cied/eps/AgapeVerdana.htm 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Garneau United Church, 11148-84 Ave (474- 
0753) © Every Sun (7pm): Worship services. 
Serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgen- 
dered community 


LIVING POSITIVE www.connect.ab.ca/livepos 
(488-5768) * Edmonton Persons Living with 
HIV Society. Peer-facilitated support groups, 
peer counselling * Daily drop-in 


LUTHERANS CONCERNED www.icna.org (426- 
0905) * A spiritual community which gathers 
monthly for sharing, friendship, individual sup- 
port and a safe space for our own spiritual 
questions 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * 
Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, beginners encouraged to participate. 
Socializing after practices ¢ Practices every Mon 
and Thu 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON (429-2321) * Weekly non-denomi- 
national church services 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St (462- 
5958) * Meetings every third Tuesday of the 
month at 7:30pm * Support/education for par- 
ents, families and friends of lesbians/gays/bisex- 
uals/transgenders 

POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE (421-2277/1- 
877-882-2011, ext. 2038) * Edmonton Police 
Service and the gay and lesbian community 


(Wed only) $31.05 


A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM Timms 
Centre for the Arts, U of A Campus, 87 Ave, 112 
St (492-2495) « Presented by Studio Theatre « 
Jean Stéphane Roy directs William Shakespeare’s 
beloved romantic comedy set in a forest visited 
by a quartet of young Athenian lovers, a host of 
mischievous fairies and an inept but good-heart- 
ed troupe of amateur actors * Mar. 25-Apr. 3 
(8pm) Apr. 1 (12:30pm), no performances on 
Sundays * Tickets range from $8-$20 © Tickets 
available at the Timms Centre box office (noon- 
5pm Tue-Fri) 


NOEL AND GERTIE Jekyll and Hyde Pub, 
10610-100 Ave (420-1757) Presented. by 
Image Theatre * Sheridan Morley’s music-filled 
play explores the legendary relationship between 
actor/playwright/songwriter Noel Coward and 
actress Gertrude Lawrence « Mar. 25-27, Mar. 
30-Apr. 3 (8pm) * $13 Tue-Thu; $16 Fri-Sat « 
Tickets available at the door, TIX on the Square 


OH SUSANNA! The Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave, www.varsconatheatre.com/ohsusanna * 
Edmonton’s live Euro-style variety show, featur- 
ing games, musical numbers and celebrity inter- 
views, all presided over by international glam- 
our-gal Susanna Patchouli and her co-host, Eros, 
God of Love * Mar. 27 (11pm) 


THE PIRATE GHOST OF CAPTAIN SMUG 
Celebrations Dinner Theatre, Oasis 
Entertainment Hotel, 13103 Fort Rd (448-9339) 
* The crew of the pirate ship Scurvy sets sail in 
search of buried treasure in this swashbuckling 
adventure, packed with music, swordfights and 
mermaids * Until May 9, Wed-Sat (6:15pm), 
Sun (5:15pm) © Tickets range from $34.95- 
$49.95/$20 (children 12 and under) 


PRIME TIMERS (426-7019) * Meetings every 
second Sunday of the month at 3pm. A social 
group for gay/bisexual men over 40 and their 
friends 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open 
Sun-Thu 8pm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am * TUE; Hot 
Butt Contest (8pm-midnight) with DJ Janny « 
WED: Amateur strip with Weena Luv, Sticky Vicky, 
Dj Alvaro * THU: Rotating shows: Ladonna’s 
review, Sticky’s open stage and the Weakest Link 
game second and last Thursday with D) Jazzy « 
FRI: Upstairs: Euro Blitz: New European music 
with Dj Outtawak, Dj Jazzy and male stripper 
Downstairs: female stripper * SAT: Every Sat like 
new years: Upstairs: Monthly theme parties with 
Dj Jazzy, new music with DJ Dan and Mike 
Downstairs: Retro music * SUN; Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show Beer Bash; every long 
weekend with D] Jazzy * Tue-Thu $1 (mem- 
ber)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 (member)/$6 
(non-member); Sun $2 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL 10249-107 St (990- 
1818) © Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT — 
GROUP egret@hotmail.com * Meetings every 
fourth Tuesday of the month « Information and 
mutual support for transgendered people in an 
open, friendly and safe environment. Open to 
transsexuals, transvestites, cross-dressers, drag 
queens/kings 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * 
Open Sun-Thu 1-12; Fri Sat 1-3 * Gay night- 
club. Every Sun-Tue (7-12am): karaoke with 
Tizzy. Every Wed: game show. Every Fri: free 
pool. Every weekend: open stage, dance with 
DJ Arrow Chaser * No membership needed 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Gay and 
Lesbian Community Centre of Edmonton 
(GLCCE), 45, 9912-106 St (488-3234) © 
www.yuyouth.tripod.com/yuy © Every Sat (7- 
9pm) « A facilitated social/support group for les- 
bian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, straight and 
questioning youth under the age of 25 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


BODY, SOUL AND SPIRIT EXPO Shaw 
Convention Centre, 9797 Jasper Ave (1-877- 
560-6830) * Exhibitors and speakers on alter- 
native therapies, healing arts, yoga, astrology 
and more * Mar. 26-28 (Fri 3-10pm, Sat 10am- 
10pm, Sun 11am-7pm) 


CHILDREN AND WAR: IMPACT (492-2692) * 
International conference * Apr 1-3 * Telus 
Centre; Prescious Resources: The Plight of 
Children in Conflict Zones presented by Lloyd 
Axworthy, Olara Otunnu, Nazanin Afshin-Jam; 
Thu, Apr. 1 (7:30pm); $10 « U of A Campus; 
Youth in Peacebuilding: Taking Ideas into 
Action, youth conference; Fri, Apr. 2 (10am); 
free ¢ Arts Barns; Children Affected by the 
War Benefit Concert: In Essence, BrassMunk, 
Choclair; Fri, Apr. 2 (7:30pm); $23 (adv)/$25 
(door); tickets available at the International 
Centre U of A, Foosh Audio, Apparel 


MacEWAN ROCKS Saville Sports Centre, 115 St, 
65 Ave (497-5590) * Curling bonspiel, fundraiser 
supporting student scholarships and bursaries at 
MacEwan, Griffin curling team, MacEwan camps 
for children in need * Mar. 26-28 * Free 


RUSH THE VOTE-2004 NATIONAL VOTER 
CAMPAIGN Cineplex Odeon Cinemas, South 
Edmonton Commons, www.rushthevote.ca * A 
non-partisan movement to increase youth voter 
turnout and awareness. Includes a public forum, 
music performances by Barenaked Ladies, Nelly 
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SHEAR MADNESS Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 
Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) * A 
wacky interactive murder mystery about an 
Edmonton hairdressing salon that is turned 
upside-down when the illustrious concert pianist 
who lives in the apartment upstairs is murdered 
* Until Apr. 18 


THE SYRINGA TREE The Citadel, Rice Theatre, 
9828-101A Ave (425-1820) © Liisa Repo-Martell 
plays 23 different roles in Pamela Gien‘s $2 
acclaimed one-woman coming-of-age play, 

which examines life under South Africa’s 

apartheid government through the eyes of a 

British girl growing up in Johannesburg during 

the ‘60s and ‘70s * Until Apr. 18 © Tickets avail- 
able at Citadel Theatre box office 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave (448-0695) * Presented by Rapid Fire 
Theatre * Teams of improvisers create sketches 
on the spot based on audience suggestions, 
and have the results evaluated by a team of 
heartless judges ¢ Every Fri (11pm) © Tickets 
available by phone 


WINGFIELD ON ICE The Citadel, Shoctor 
Theatre, 9828-101A Ave (425-1820) * Rod 
Beattie stars in the latest installment of play- 
wright Dan Needles’s hugely popular series of 
multi-character one-man shows, in which 
banker-turned-farmer Walt Wingfield and his 
wife Maggie find their preparations for the birth 
of their first child complicated when an ice 
storm not only isolates their farmhouse but also 
knocks out their heat and light * Until Apr. 4 
Tickets available at Citadel Theatre box office 


Furtado and In Essence, information for youth « 
Fri, Apr. 2 (5:30-8pm) ¢ Free 

RUSH THE VOTE AFTER PARTY Red’s WEM, 
www.rushthevote.ca * UMA/GALAXIE/Urban 
showcase * Apr. 3 (10pm-lam)* $10/free (with 
Juno Fest wristband) 


KARAOK 


AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) « 
Every Thu (9:30pm) 


B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) © Every 
Wed-Sun (9pm): with Brad Scott 


BILLY BOB'S Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain 
Rd (484-7751) * Every Thu (9pm): Music Trivia 
with Escapade Entertainment * Every Fri/Sat 
(9:30pm): with Escapade Entertainment 

BILLY BUDD’S 9839-63 Ave (438-1148) « 
Karaoke Idol contest ¢ Every Sat (8:30pm) start- 
ing Apr. 3 


BLUE QUILL 326 Saddleback Rd (434-3124) « 
Every Fri/Sat (10pm) 


BORDERLINE PUB 3226-82 St (462-1888) « 
Every Thu-Sat (9:30pm) 

BOSTON PIZZA (WHYTE AVE) 10854-82 
Ave (433-3151) ¢ Karaoke Thursdays with host, a 
Khadija J = 
CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425- 

4298) ¢ Every Sun (8pm): Hosted by Jeannie 
CLAREVIEW PUB Victoria Trail, 132 Ave (414- 
1111) © Every Tue (9:30pm-2am) 

CLIFF CLAYVIN’S 9710-105 St (424-1614) « 
Every Fri/Sat (10pm) 

DOYLE’S PUB 2619-151 Ave (473-1961) * 

Every Fri/Sat (9:30pm) with Dee Dee 

DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave (454-9928) © Every 
Wed 

FRANCO’S 14059 Victoria Trail (467-4636) * 

Every Thu-Sat (9pm): with Woody 

GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Every 
Tue/Wed = 

HILLVIEW PUB 311 Woodvale Rd. W, 

Millwoods (462-0468) * Every Fri/Sat (9;:30- 

lam) 

INGLEWOOD PUB 12402-118 Ave (451-1390) 3 
* Every Fri-Sat (9:30pm) 

JIMMY RAY’S {5211-111 Ave (486-3390) * 
Every Sat (9pm) 

KELLY’S 11540 Jasper Ave (451-8825) * Every 
Sun/Wed (9pm) 

L.B.’S 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert (460-9100) « 
Every Tue/Thu (9pm) 

LEGENDS 6104-162 St (481-2786) © Every 
Wed (9pm) ‘ 

MARK’S BACK PUB 13403 Fort Rd (406-5152) 
* Every Fri/Sat (9pm); with Shawn the Bomb 
MICHAEL'S 11730 Jasper Ave (482-4767) © 
Every Mon: with Jammin’ Jamie 
ORLANDO’S 1 15163-121 St (457-1195) © 
Every Sun (9pm)/Wed (10pm) 

ORLANDO'S fl 135 09-127 St (451-7799) © 
Every Wed/Thu (9pm) 

OVERLAND RESTAURANT 12960 St. Albert Tr 


(454-0667) © Every Fri/Sat (9pm): with Big 
Time Entertainment 


RE, 
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astrology 


By ROB BREZSNY 


For months now, you've been cultivating a 
more mature relationship with obstacles. You've 
begun to see them less as punishments doled 


t/a out by an unfair universe and more as interest- 


ing, growth-inducing challenges provided by a 
generous universe. If you do nothing else but 
master this perspective in the next eight 
months, I'll declare 2004 a success. Are you 
ready for the next big breakthrough in your 
noble struggle to refine how you struggle? 


A TTAURUS ——ez0-uare0 


“Bolivia has no ocean, but it has admirals done 
up like Lord Nelson,” writes Eduardo Galeano in 
The Book of Embraces. “Lima, Peru has no rain, 
but it has peaked roofs with gutters. In Man- 
agua, Nicaragua, one of the hottest cities in the 
world, there are mansions flaunting magnifi- 


; & ycent fireplaces.” Are there any anomalies like 


v= 


, business for sale 


these in your world, Taurus? Do you have tools 
for jobs you never do? Luxuries you don’t use? 
Elaborate structures that have no purpose? If so, 
it's time to either rethink your relationship to 
them or else phase them out. 


SCPRGEMINI ere1-s0e 2 


You will soon come across numerous clues 


about the Great Riddle of Your Life—you 
know, the brain-teasing, heart-stretching 
enigma that will take years for you to solve 
completely. So be alert! Revelations may 
arrive from unexpected sources and inadver- 
tent teachers. Even seemingly insignificant 
events may be pregnant with pithy hints. To 
cultivate the right kind of receptivity, be on 
the lookout not only for crisp answers but 
also for ideas about how to formulate the 
Great Riddle more clearly. P.S.: keep an 
image of a sphinx near you at all times. It'll 
help supercharge your intuition. 


See] CANCER Jane 21 - July 22 


Your trust was violated in the past and you still 
feel the wound. You keep it in the background 
of your awareness, fascinated by the way it 
never really heals. Though | sympathize, | want 
you to know that it’s time to move on. Your 
horrified disbelief about having been treated so 
badly is close to becoming just another bad 
habit. Your instinct for self-protection is threat- 
ening to devolve into indulgent self-pity. What 
should you do? First, forgive yourself for the 
blindness that put you in the path of those 
who betrayed you. Second, restore your trust 
in yourself. Third, find a way to feel gratitude 
for those who abused your trust. Yes, you 
heard me right: be thankful for all they taught 
you about how to become yourself. 


When he first invented the printing press in 
the 15th century, Johannes Gutenberg used 
it to fashion frivolous little things like sets of 
playing cards. Only later did he put it to 
work mass-producing books, turning it into 
a revolutionary tool for disseminating infor- 
mation. | foresee a similar evolution for you 
in the coming weeks, Leo. In the early 
going, you'll employ a wonderful new 
resource in-a relatively impractical way—or 
maybe a big, fresh idea will first appear in a 


trivial context. Not to worry, though. After 
the false starts and wasteful experiments, 
you will ultimately discover an elegant use 
for your innovation. Be patient. 


If you’re willing, life will soon offer you not 
just a fleeting glimpse but a penetrating gaze 
at what has been concealed beneath the sur- 
face. You'll be invited to shed your precon- 
ceptions and come face to face with hidden 
agendas, missing links and fertile secrets. If 
you'd rather not accept life’s overture to strip 
away pretenses, please forget you ever read 
this horoscope. To retain it in your memory 
would interfere with your enjoyment of the 
pretty packaging that veils the slightly dis- 
turbing, totally invigorating contents inside. 


EIILBRA—omzs-va 


Just as | have little patience for people who 
perpetuate ethnic stereotypes, | also cringe at 
astrologers who assume that all Libras are 
unflappably gracious, obsessed with relation- 
ships and unable to make up their minds. 
While there is a grain of truth in those charac- 
terizations, they‘re oppressive if regarded as 
immutable cosmic law. You need the freedom 
to complain now and then, especially when a 
situation has become so filled with deception 
and illusion that it’s hurting people. To remain 
unflappably gracious in the face of a mess like 
that would be wrong. Likewise, on occasion 
you need to forget what's best for a relation- 
ship and instead concentrate on what's best 
for you. This is one of those times, Libra, 
when you have license to rebel against astrol- 


ogy’s stereotypes. 


An image of the Virgin Mary materialized on 
the window of a home in Ohio. That, at 


least, is what an imaginative neighbour 
believed, though the occupants themselves 
were apathetic. But the neighbour spread 
the word, and soon pilgrims were coming 
from afar to be in the presence of the mira- 
cle. A blind woman regained her sight; a 
man in a wheelchair walked for the first time 
in eight years; a six-year-old child with life- 
threatening asthma breathed freely again. 
Then the maid came. It was her regular day 
to work. The homeowners neglected to tell 
her not to clean the special window, and she 
did. The blessed image disappeared and the 
crowd dispersed. Moral of the story, Scorpio: 
the magic that comes your way this week 
might be a bit messy—indeed, it might even 
rise out of a mess. Don’t clean it up. 


oi) [SAGITTARIUS nv 2e- ee 2 


Evangelical Christian TV personality Pat 
Robertson says God told him that George W. 
Bush will win the U.S. presidential election in 
a landslide. That’s odd, because God told me 
the exact opposite: Bush will be out of office 
and sitting on the board of Halliburton by 
February, 2005. To my knowledge, Robertson 
has not yet commented on the upcoming 
binge of intelligent fun and righteous plea- 
sure that astrologers are predicting for you 
Sagittarians. My guess, though, is that his 
God wouldn't approve. My God, on the other 
hand, predicts that you will generate good 
karma as you have a sweet, boisterous time. 


EP ICAPRIGORN onc ze- sas 


An entrepreneur approached me with a pro- 
posal. “Your work should be getting out to a 
bigger audience,” he said. “The masses are 
starving for the message you're putting out. 
That’s why you need me. With my marketing 
machine, your name could become as rec- 
ognizable as Deepak Chopra’s. Let’s build an 
entertainment conglomerate and hawk 100 
Rob Brezsny-style products.” “Nah,” | said. 


“People come to me seeking sanctuary ;;, 
hype. They know | won’t smack them Upsig 
the head with relentless sales pitches.” | ,,. 
you to adopt a similar attitude in the co; 
week, Capricorn. Let everyone relax in yo 
presence, knowing they won't be hustjc, 
cajoled or manipulated. . 


CB [AQUARIUS santos 


The Golden Rule is a decent ethical pring 

but it could be even better. “Do unto oth 
as you would have them do unto you” pre 
sumes that others like what you like By 
that’s laughably naive and potentially a pig 
mistake. There are many things you woujlg 
like to have done unto you that other 
would either despise or be bored by. Here’; 
new, improved formulation, which we'l| <; 
the Platinum Rule: do unto others as the 
would like to have you do unto them 
course these are always powerful words td 
live by, Aquarius, but especially now. (+ 
time to take your integrity to the next leve| 


| &> | PISCES = 


Contrary to the assumptions of misinformeg 
“skeptics,” real astrology has nothing to ad 
with the stars, except for one: our sun. Th 
12 signs of the zodiac don’t correspond ide 
constellations, but demarcate symbolic pha 
es of the cyclic relationship between the s 
and Earth. Here’s another correction of on 
of the skeptics’ many misunderstandings4 
astrology is an art, not a science. While itp” 
does have a logical coherency and can be off 
great use in understanding the mystery a 
our lives, it’s not a precise body of factd 
based on repeatable experiments. |t's 4 
mythic language that trains our imaginationg 
to be aware of the links between our inne 
world and the outer world. Now, Pisces, taka 
inspiration from my words as you fight bacifip, 
against those who judge and criticize youl§ | 
even though they don’t understand you. @ 


If you want to place your Classified ad in 
Vue Weekly lease phone Carol at 426-1996. 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday 

before publication. 


accordians 


Student size: Hohner, 120 bass, black, $500; 
adult size: Titano, parade, black, $1500. 
Both in original cases. 455-4635 for info 


antiques/collectibles 


CASH FOR COINS, STAMPS, POSTCARDS 
Kensington Stamps & Coins, 12528-132 Ave 
451-4577 


architecture/decor 


Antique Oak ye. Table. Unique artifact 
designed to fold for railway transport. $1500.00 
455-7816 for details. 


Pair solid wood doors with amber inserts 
80”x60”, $225; also small amber windows, 
$25 ea. Ph 455-7816 for info 


NO SERVING! 

Celebrations Dinner Theatre is proud to 
announce an exciting new opportunity for 
actors/singers! 

Artistic Director, Kamilla Reid has taken bold 
new steps from the traditional Celebrations for- 
mat and is now thrilled to offer actors/singers 


the ability to keep their talent and focus entire- 
ly on stage or interacting with the audience! 
No more serving! 
Plus our talent still enjoys the Benefits of above 
Equity rates and a five-show work week! 


Kamilla will be holding auditions in March for 
an Exciting new 2004/05 season. Please hes 
448-9339 to book your appointment! 


TANNING SALON FOR SALE 
Great Location, unique features, call for info 
962-7381 


Place your Classified ad in Vue Weekly. 
Phone 426-1996 for more info. 


DR. JAMES, 
a fed erally funded, 
488 


cars for sale 


2001 Volkswagen Gulf TDI, auto, black, 4 dr, 
loaded, exc. cond., 110 kms, $20,500 obo. 
984-5169 


2003 Olds. Alero 


1.41 V6, 180HP, Loaded!, 23,980Km 


2002 Chev. Cavalier 


Auto, ABS, Traction Cass, Great Fuel Economy 


career development 


AMES BATTLE now taking applications for 
youth employment program. 
-1362 for further information. 


business opportunities 


COULD YOU USE AN EXTRA $300-$3000/WEEK? 
Part-time/full-time, work from home. 
662-4503. www.itsglobalbiz.com 


Breathtaking! Entrepreneurs required to market 
the latest in hi-tech air purification. 
$90-100k Ist Yr. Will train! 1-800-281-3947 


Wwww.maximumsuccess.com/falconquest 


o for sale 


co 


By Owner 2 Bdrms, 2 baths, 2 1/2 yrs. old, top 
Ir. facing S. ay furn., 6 appls + upgrades. 
$116,000. 987-3432; 906-0501. 


saw 


One-Year Diploma 
Career Programs! 


-FILM & DIGITAL ARTS 


‘AUDIO ENGINEERING 
& PRODUCTION 


‘FILM & MUSIC BUSINESS 


education 


LIVE YOUR DREAM! 

Film acting full-time course 
Starts March 29, 2004 
Vancouver Academy of Dramatic Arts 
www.vadastudios.com 
toll free 1-866-231-VADA 


The Grinder Steakhouse and Bar 
10¢ Wings on Wednesdays; $6.99 Pizza 
Thursdays; $8.95 Steak lunch special—Daily 


[ 


JS 


electrical 


ICS ELECTRIC 
Residential, commercial, 
Master Degree, 914-6697. 


for sale 


Bed Chesterfield/full size double bed/light 
blue/exc. cond. $350 OBO. 
Ph. Carol at 426-1996. 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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help wanted 


i¢elebrations Dinner Theatre is now seeking a 
music ian/producer to create professional tracks 
ip accompany singers. This individual must be 
table with pop and rock. Musical theatre 
would be a major asset. Must also be able to 
xduce from 10 to 18 tracks in a timely manner 
inder strict deadlines. Please contact Kami at 
19-6193 with a demo. Only accept mini disc 
and/or CD formats. 


Bomic 


rivers wanted: $15+/hr., Wed (night) and Thu (day), 
m/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Set, for reli- 


able, responsible person, Ph 907-057 


CHANGE YOUR LIFEL TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 
10762-82 Ave. 
Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


W 


home improvement 
VIDEO SECURITY SYSTEMS 


Coast to Coast Video Technologies 
Call 451-3334 
www.ccvt.ca 


jmprove your water EI pe ae a pure and 
simple method with our Water Treatment 
system. Ph 461-9556. Quixtar Affiliated 
Independant Business Owner. 


FLOORING at 1/2 PRICE 
CARPET +VINYL +CERAMIC TILE + LAMINATE 
NO INTEREST. NO PAYMENTS for 3 month: 


MALHI CARPET & TILES 
308-99 St (Parsons Rd) www.floorsfirst. 


carpe! 
ee Estimate Call & SAVE. 24hr (780) 469-1188 


m/mal- 


ed akeh cok? Laced Lab, 


JENNIFER PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHER 
Available for Weddings/Birthdays. Minimum $200. 
Ph: 472-8393 (message) cell 909-8393 


European Psychic 
well experienced 
Call 929-6911 


‘PSYCHIC SABRINA” 
930-1738 (LOCAL 

n, Tarot, Crystal Ball, Readings help in all prob- 

of life. 30 yrs. experience. Open 9am-9pm 


pets for sale 


ORLD CLASS English Springer Spaniels, FTCH 
lines, health & disposition guar. Reg‘ 
House reared, Ist shots, wormed, $550/ea. 
Ph 929-2953. 


real estate 


top paying your landlord’s mortgage! With a 

pall downpayment, you can own your home for 

less than you think! Call Trina @ 488-4010. 
Metro Horizon/GMAC Real Estate. 


Walk to the U of A 
This quaint little older 2-story house 
has loads of character and charm. 
Upgrades include windows, lino 
and carpets as well as a 
double car garage 
Near U of A and River Valley. 
Priced at $178,800. 

Call Murray Berg at Remax R.E.C 
438-7000 


rocking for jesus 


©oking for Radical, soldout to Jesus Christ musi- 
Clans who would like to be in a cuttin, 
already established ministry. 439-5332. 


shared accommodation 


D-T & GMCC - 10340-121 St. Upscale home, 
unfurn. 1 bdrm. & loft avail. immed, $380-430 
mth, + util, 488-3370. 


Southside 4507-20 Ave. Lking for nice roommate to 
share cozy 2-bdrm apt. Close to amenities, bus. 
Avail. immed. $317.00/mon. Fem pref. 462-8628 


Get the BEST Film & TV Training! 


L.A. Dir., Tom Logan, here in Edmonton, 
Mar. 26, 27 & 28, 2004, to teach 


TEEN and ADULT Acting classes. 
To capt call Mary-Lou (780)460-4607 or 
75-7022. Check out his website 


www.tomlogan.com or ACTRAcalgary.com 


Conquer your fear of public speaking. Join City 
Lights Toastmasters! Meetings downtown every 
Tuesday at noon. Call John at 496-8324 for details 


Voice cartoons, write and voice commercials and 
more. pay workshops available—auditions to fol- 
low www.sharkbytes-studios.com/workshops.htm 
Call 944-1686 


i" ‘ J On 
MODAL MUSIC INC. 
466-3116 


Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 
and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors 
__ with music degrees, 
quality music instruction since 1981 


Beginner piano, and singing lessons. 10 yrs expe- 
rience. Central. Learn on Grand Piano. 
481-6262 


Mac Alley Studios the home of live recording. 
5 great sounding rooms, excellent sight lines, 
total isolation r 
Call 420-6680 or 975-0545 


artist to artist 


FREEe FREEe FREE* FREEe FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? forminecan acting troupe? 
Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 
words FREE, providing the ad is non-profit. Ads 
of more than 20 words will be subject to regular 
price or cruel editing. Free ads run for four weeks 
depending on available space. For more info 
lease phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426- 
889/e-m office@vue.ab.ca or drop it off at 
10303-108 St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday 
before publication. 


Nextfest is looking for emerging visual artists to 
take part in this year's festival. Check 
www.attheroxy.com/nextfest/artists.php for info 
or call 453-2440. Don't miss your chance to be a 
part of Edmonton's most dynamic arts festival. 
Submission deadline is April 1, 2004. 


The Alberta Foundation for the Arts (AFA) slide 

submission. Artists (reside in Alberta and not rep- 

resented in the AFA collection). Deadline: Apr. 1. 
Info PH 427-9968. www.cd.gov.ab.ca 


Calling all Edmontonians for sityea Rs of 
Edmonton! Edmonton Art Gallery's 100 Years / 
100 Pictures exhibition. Deadline: Apr. 16. 
Info: 422-6223. 


Call for submissions: 1-year Artist in Residence 
at Harcourt House Arts Centre. Deadline May 31. 
Info: 426-4180, harcourt@telusplanet.ne! 


Literary Contest (In Spanish) 

The Su case UE: Community of Edmonton, 
fifth literary contest. Open to anybody who 
writes in Spanish and resides in Canada. 
Deadline: May 25. Info: Ph 469-3409. 


Call for Submissions: The Alberta Council of 
Women's Shelters is planning to publish a col- 
lection of writing from Alberta women. Ph 456- 

7000. Deadline: Mar. 30. 


Win two photography workshops and a chance 
at $1000. The Works Ket & Desig Festival is tak- 


ing appl. for “Snapshots igh School 
Photography Competition” www.theworks.ab.ca 
(click on “what's new”) e-m: <theworks@telus- 
planet.net> Ph 426.2122. 


TESOL Certified 5 days In-cl: 


- FREE Info Pack: 


/ ee & a 
1-888-270-2941 Rubhhhad 


FREE Info Seminar: 
Tuesday @ 7 pm, 10762-82 Ave. 
Upcoming Classes: 

-25, May 19-23 


Travel the World.. 
Earn Great Money 


Photographer looking for interesting people with 
interesting reptilian pets. If you're interested in a 
free professional portrait & print Ph 451-0362 


Drop-in SCREENWRITERS circle. First Tue of-ea 
month at 7pm. Call 429-1671 or visit FAVA.ca 


Calling all artists! The Edmonton Art 
Gallery/Walter Phillips Gallery calling for 
Submissions for the 2005 Alberta Biennial of 
Contemporary Art. Info: Ph 422-6223 


ANNUAL SPIRITUAL POETRY CONTEST Theme 
Writing Toward The Light. Adult/Youth. Deadline: 
Apr. 26, Ph (403) 210-2802 
http://www. spiritualdirections.com 


10th Annual Seven Hills Literary Contest: unpub 
lished works; Children’s Literature—deadline 
June 30. Young Adults [Teens] fiction: judged in 
adult categories); Memoirs—deadline July 31; 
Short Story-deadline August 31. info: Tallahassee 
Writers Association www.twaonline.org 


musicians wanted 


Band looking pelt ae player rock/alternative. 
Must be commited/experienced 18-22. Call 441- 
1019 www.thecasanovaplayboys.com 


“One Voice” seeks female singers for a Monday 
evening choir and concert for Alberta’s. 100th 
420-6707 tim@musicale.ca 


Pro Coro Canada is holding auditions for profes- 
sional-level singers for its 2004-2005 Concert 
Season on April 16-18. 


Musicale seeks F. vocalists for perf., career train- 
ing, development & management proj. 420-6707 


CHECK ouT BENE vol 


DO YOU HAVE AN ITEM T0 SELL? 


CAR, FURNITURE, HOUSE, CONDO, SPORTING EQUIPMENT? 
If you buy a 2" x 2" ad in VUE WEEKLY 
Classifieds for 2 weeks at $50 per week, 
we will run your ad until the item sells!!! 
No matter how long it takes. 


(some conditions apply} 


CALL CAROL ROBINSON AT 780-426-1996 FOR DETAILS 


tim@musicale.ca mailto:enquiries@ musicale.ca 


Seeking keyboard/arranger to contribute as 
music director. Paying gigs. tim@musicale.ca 
420-6707 


Bad Habitz auditioning for mature versatile lead 
player, pro's only pls. Casino, Cap Hill gigs 
Chuck 414-0186 


Exp. lead guitar, with lead/harmony vocals req. for 
est. busy P/T country-classic rock band. Vocals, 
good gear, good attitude. Ph 474-4502 (aft. 5prr 


Concert tour of Asia for World Vision, req musi 
cians, orig songs, choreographer and more 
Contribute your talents. Sean 416-2624 


Golden Gate Gospel, coffee house. Every Sat, 7pm. 
Golden Harvest Church of Pentecost, 10504-1268 St 
Comer of Stony Plain Rd. 44 7 


Free Online Music Classifieds! 
Find what you need. www. TalentintheRaw.com 


The Works Art & Design Festival looking for 
Musicians/bands interested in gigs, The Works 
Street Stage for this year’s festival, June 25-July 7 
Ph Chloe 42€ 22 ext 226 


9th Annual Communty Volunteer Income Tax 
Program in March for low income igg¥i Gaps 
Free at the U of A 


Online support'~ Abused Women share, pattie? 
stories. Confidential. Free 
http://groupsyahoo.com/groups/ItAllStartsWitha Whisper. 


Have you been subject to abuse by a religion? 
Has a religion discriminated, shamed or shunned 
you because of your sexual orientation or 
because you broke some silly rules? If so, then 
empower yourself with Self Excommunication 


Therapy? Available at Grenwood or Audrey's or. gy 


online: s-ex-t.com 
“You can’t fire nme, I quit!” 


Free weekly support groups for those suffering 
from anxiety or panic attacks. Call 436-2736 for 
locations and times. 


YOUTH AGES 13-17 
Join Diversity in Youth monthly meetings. Build 
resume rience, friends, learn more about 
yourself and others! Call/e-mail Janina 474 
8445/youthprograms@interbaun.com 


Are you experiencing difficulty in your life? We 
all face crises at one time or another during our 
lifetime. You are not alone. The Distress Line is 
open 24 hours a day, every day. If you need to 
talk, we're here to listen. Call The Support 
Network 482-4357 


Night of Artists. 
Redengine Gala gg 


volunteers for the 
bBiscall Laura 479-5649. 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


FREE JOB SEARCH ASSISTANCE 
Unemployed and Have a Disability? 


If you are over 18 


WE CAN HELP YOU FIND A JOB! 


Solutions for work 
and Career Trends 


428-7989 
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By ANDREA NEMERSON 


column 


They don’t fake ’em 
like they used to 


Dear Andrea, 

egy wife and | enjoy porn when we can 
find something with interesting plot, act- 
ing, direction and photography—in other 
words, almost never. | remember porn in 
the 1970s, when it was shot on celluloid 
and shown in arthouses. Back then, even 
the cheapest porn often had some clever 
dialogue, a semblance of a story and 
actors who could actually act. (The rea- 
son contemporary male porn stars 
always pull it out when they cum is that 
they don’t have the minimal acting skills 
required to fake an orgasm.) 

The genre seems totally ruined by 
mass production. If some creative porn- 
maker were to succeed in producing some- 

t™Sthing halfway decent, no one would even 
hear about it because it would get lost in 
the ocean of drek that is modern porn. 

Love, Disappointed 


Dear Point: 

You’re mighty judgmental for a sup- 
posed porn fan, and | think you could 
hurt yourself jumping to that many 
conclusions in such quick succession. | 
submit that it is these qualities of 
yours, rather than the lack of quality 
in contemporary porn, which are 
making your attempts to watch dirty 
movies so joyless. 

I’m not convinced porn has yet 
had its Golden Age. If you rent The 
te&BPevil in Miss Jones, Behind the Green 

Door or any of the other vaunted clas- 
sics of the ‘70s, you will discover that 
Georgina Spelvin and Harry Reems 
were never exactly Meryl Streep and 
Sir lan McKellen. However, they were 
just a little quirkier (and perhaps less 
conventionally attractive) than the 
interchangeably shaven and augment- 
ed Porn-Barbies of today, and there 
was certainly more (but not necessarily 
better) dialogue. | watched most of 
them in a classroom setting some years 
ago, with no distractions of the sort 
you might encounter while watching 
them alone with your wife, and... they 
weren’t that great. | suspect that time 
and nostalgia have done more to gloss 
over their rough spots than any script- 
doctoring or re-editing ever could. 

The question, though, is not 
whether Marilyn Chambers was a finer 
thespian than Jenna Jameson, but 


*Reail Estate *Market Place 
Professional Services 
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whether there’s anything worth watch- 
ing now. Of course there is. You need 
to break out of your smug certainty 
that there was once a Golden Age and 
You Were There, and go do some 
research. Actually, you needn’t both- 
er—there are hardworking smut ped- 
dlers out there who have done it for 
you. Go to one of the classier sex toy 
sites like Good Vibrations or Blowfish, 
and you'll find the offerings broken 
down into neat categories, including 
(at Blowfish) “An Actual Plot.” Quitch- 
er bitching and go buy some. 
Love, Andrea 


Incest repellent 


Dear Andrea: 

I’ve felt shame but also tremendous 
excitement when | masturbate to my 
fantasies, which are all about father- 
daughter incest. My therapist has tried to 
reassure me that they are not repugnant 
or weird, yet when | walked into Berke- 
ley’s Good Vibrations and asked for 
incest stories | got a nasty attitude and 
the response “We try not to have that 
kind of thing in here.” It seems the only 
politically correct way to relate to incest 
is the perpetrator/victim dynamic—and 
to be turned on by these fantasies makes 
me an outlaw. | took a class in Erotic 
Writing and the teacher said there are 
two topics you can’t get published: 
pedophilia and incest. I’ve looked on the 
Internet and am worried about getting 
arrested if 1 explore too much. Where can 


| find hot father-daughter incest writing | 


without getting arrested? 
Love, Bad Thoughts 


Dear Bad: 

You walked into the Holy of PC 
Holies—a feminist toy store in Berke- 
ley—and asked for incest porn? What 
were you thinking? You’re lucky you 
weren’t pepper-sprayed and flayed 
alive, your head mounted on a pike as 
an example to the others. Don’t do 
that. Better to stay on the Internet 
where the real pervs hang out. 

If you were to go downloading pic- 
tures of daddies and little girls, you 
would indeed find yourself in deep shit 
and not even | would be inclined to 


help you. There are, however, online | 


repositories of text-only filth too sick 
even for you which are allowed to exist 


quite unmolested. (“Emily’s Sexy Fami- | 


ly,” formerly “Emily’s Sick Family” 
comes to mind.) The legalities of this 
stuff may be murky, but you can 
peruse it in perfect safety. | admit | 
wouldn’t want to download family- 
porn and then, say, run for president, 
but barring that sort of scrutiny, 
nobody will ever know. 
Love, Andrea 0 


Andrea Nemerson writes and teaches in 
San Francisco. You can e-mail her a 
question at andrea@altsexcolumn.com 


CLASSIFIEDS 


1 ‘Phone 426-1 996 trom 9am-Spm Monday to Friday 


1 Email: office@vue.ab.ca 
1 °Deadline: Tuesday at Noon 


, °Print your copy legibly on lines provided at right. 
"s , °Up to 45 characters per line. 
' *Every letter, space or mark counts as 1 character. 

*Allow one space following punctuation. 


CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS, WE NEED YOU! 
The New Home Immigration and Settlement 
Centre is a non-profit resource for immigrants and 
refugees who are new to Canada. 

We need talented people who can promote New 
_ Home to the community, contribute to our 
fundraising efforts and help with our upcoming 

auction on May 1st. 

For more information on these or other penonat 

ties pes contact Barbara Nichols at (780) 425- 

7869, e-m: barbara@newhomecentre.org or visit 

our new location at: 
B-102, Lower Level, 
10010-107A Ave, Edmonton, AB, T5H 4H8 


www.newhomecentre.org 


Night of Artists req. volunteers for light manual 
labour. Display soe aR 16, 18. Pls call Laura 
479-5649. 


Change for Children needs volunteers 
to take on short and Ieee term projects around 
our office. Please call 448-1505 for info. 


FOOD NOT BOMBS NEED VOLUNTEERS TO 
HELP FEED THE HUNGRY. Help out any 
Saturday, 10am, Boyle Street Co-op, 10116-105 
Ave. Food serving 1pm. 


Harcourt House Arts Centre seek volunteers for 
committee work, openings, board members, 
ealery sitting, exhibition installation, mail-outs. 
Ph 426-4180, e-m: harcourt@telusplanet.net 


Alberta Easter Seals needs volunteers to deliver 
posters, brochures, help at events. Car is nec. Ph 
Carmen 429-0137 x233 


Profiles Public Art Gallery, St. Albert req. volun- 
teer: Artist Trading Cards Session Facilitator. Ph 
| Edward or Terry 460-4310. 


Profiles Public Art Gallery, St. Albert req. volun- 

teers: Sat, Apr. 3, An Evening with Artists.:.and a 

Touch of Whimsy, annual art auction. Ph Edward 
or Terry 460-4310. 


OUTGOING and enjoy working with people? 
Like learning about science and educating oth- 
ers? Dynamic hosting and educational volunteer 

positions available @ Odyssium (tm) Contact 

Violet 452-9100. 


Volunteer with your dog! Dogs should be at 
least lyr old and obedience trained. The Chimo 
Project needs volunteers for animal-assisted 
therapy. 452-2451. 


Do you drive? Do you like to help Others? 
Ph 732-1221 for more info on our volunteer 
driving program. Gas monies re-imbursed. 


E.C.A.W.A.R. (EDMONTON COALITION 
AGAINST WAR AND RACISM) Volunteers wel- 
come. www.wage-peace.com for info/contacts, 

Ph 988-2713 


New Home Immigration and Settlement Centre, 
offers programs and services to newcomers and 
their families tailored to meet their educational 
and social needs. Ph Barbara Nichols for info on 
volunteer opportunities 425-7869 


upcoming supper benefit auction on May 1. 
Contact Barbara Nichols: 425-7869, 
e-m: barbara@newhomecentre.org. 
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JAZZ CITY is seeking out enthusiastic Volunteers 
to help out with the 2004 Festival as JAZZ CITY 
Celebrates 25 Years! For more information call 

432-7166 or visit www.jazzcity.ca 


Madeleine Sanam Foundation is looking fo 
unteers for projects for info ph 719- 


ir 
7 08 


Brain Neurobiology Research IM at Lior 

seeks individuals suffering from TAL Phyo, 

BIA for research study (Call 407-3906) > 
Reimbursement provided. 


TRAVEL THE WORLD! Discover a new culture 
while helping a newcomer to Canada settle and 
adjust to living in Edmonton. Visit, cook, and 
attend events and festivals with your newcomer 


friend. No second language required! Call Host Brain Neurobiology Research at OFA sec, 
Program “ 424-3545. individuals seme ion SEVERE PMS for reseay 
~ study (Ph 407-3775). Reimbursement provide: 


Support your favourite non-profit organization-on 
Sat, May 8. Participate in the 12th annual Great 
Human Race. Three km walk or eight km run. 

Start at the U of A Butterdome. 
Resins at any Running Room location, 
www.GreatHumanRace.com by Apr. 16 to quali- 
fy for early bird prizes. 990-1000. 


Brain Neurobiology Research at UalA sect 
individuals suffering from PANIC = 


study (Call 407-3221). Reimbursement provide: 


THE WORKS ART & DESIGN FESTIVAL 
needs volunteers to hel; witht jarations for (| 
year’s festival. Call Sally 4: 122 ext. 223 


Team IS EXPANDING! 


If YOU have: 


° strong personal skills « 
° experience or education in marketing or sales - 
-a desire te be the best at what you do - 


Then WE offer: *avehicle- 


° the best product - the best tools - 
¢ and lastly, NOT working for another faceless CEO - 


For a sales position where your contributions matter, 
send your resume to: Attn: Rob Lightfoot. 
10303 108 St, Edm, AB, T5J 117 
or fax: (780) 426-2889 
or e-mail: <reb@vyue.ab.ca> 
(NO phone calls, please) 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet bees men. 
Try us for free! (780) 413-7144. 
Enter code 2310 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! 

Make $799 US per month with a spy cam 
in your bedroom. Voyeur website is currently 
fees for young attractive girls. 

Call Jamie for more info, 
1-800-474-8401 


Place your Classified ad in Vue Weekly. 
Phone 426-1996 for more info. 


| Lexciios FREES | 


Meet Someone 
New Right Now! 


Frercsoral ~ 
oramcctions 
44-TALK A48-2557 


Must te 18+ Long distance may apply 
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Always free for women! 


QUESTPERSONAIS” 780-669-2323 


CALL « CLICK - CONNECT™ . 
‘OlU] cle (=m el eale)aicolamer)ip 
75 min Instant Membership: 1-900-677-4444 s25/cail 1 -888-482-8282 


. | ALL-MALE LIVE CONNECTIONS 
2. Talking Classifieds * Uncensored Erotic Stories 


www.cruiseline.ca 
Enter FREE trial code 2315 


Bill a membership to your phone! 
Call 1-900-451-2853, 75 minutes for $24.95! 


; GrajeVine} 


Ogi ~—finnmei— 


High? across Women Aways FREE: 
418-3636 


Canada / FREE 2 Hour Trial tor MEN: 
418-4646 


The GrapeVine Club Inc. does not prescreen callers, Free local Edmonton call. Must be 18+. 
Fun and confidential. Limit one free tial account per home.phane number. 
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avaiable 
March 30th! 


lid. Edition 
version also 


= ENTER TO WIN) 


a Trip for two to Portland, Oregon 


to see ya ROSMITH LIVE! for tun dare: 


BOB DYLAN he | HARRY CONNICK JR On Yu § é 
; > ANCA TC) 
pkg. also 
avaiable! / 


quantities, 
one per per- 


ta = 
SARAH CONNOR Sarah Connor DEEP FOREST The ee Of Grats its 


YNGWIE J, MALMSTEEN Attack 


‘our everytay towestnriced sy pail #3) 
CDs 3 DVDs! A veo BD) 


: ° | 
does not Include aha pos anaes ial Electric E . Off The Record | te fom ath rd | 
QoS, Live At Donington Only You: in Concert ne (CBS Special) a ic Eye ane a __ live & ord 's Vineyat 
F DIXIE CHICKS PEARL JAM RUCE SPRIN' ROBIN WILUAMS = ¢ 39 
- ' : l $17° C2 Live At The Gartien (2DVDs) A Fe aie barca 520” 1 Live On Broadway ....csssse 17 


—_ Top Of The World Tour- Live .. 
STEVE EARLE RAGE AGAINST THE MACHINE 15" a us 20" waar ot 
btorelte ferworks ... 


ee Pers on pk ~ Just An American Boy Lie The Gard Ohmic Aion. 
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